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| lift up my eyes to the hills.
Where shall | find help?

My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 121:1-2



[INTRODUCTION

After Christoph Blumhardt’s death in 1919 this book
of prayers was collected in the house where he spent
the last years of his life. Originally it was intended
for the circle of Blumhardt’s friends. These prayers
are taken from evening devotions that Blumhardt
held during the course of the years in Bad Boll; they
were then actually said as prayers without any
thought of publication. The fact that they came into
being out of real life in this way has endeared them
to many who have since used them.

Those who knew Blumhardt in the prime of his
life were deeply impressed by the priestly quality
of his personality. As much as his life seen outwardly
was a quiet one, so his concern was deep, not only
for those near to him and those who sought him
out, but for the whole world. He prayed “without
ceasing.” Not that he prayed with many words. He
stood before God, mindful of people and their need
and answerable for them.

People’s concerns were important to him be-
cause, for him, they were God’s concerns. It is char-
acteristic of him that when he prayed, the first three
requests of the Lord’s Prayer always rose involun-
tarily to his lips. He lived in them and subordinated
everything else to them. “All we ask and long for,

all our concerns down to the very smallest, we lay
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in your hands in the one great request that your name
be glorified on earth as it is in heaven.” “We have so
much on our hearts; we cannot express how much
is laid on our hearts.” Blumhardt’s short, concen-
trated prayer always contains everything that we
want to bring before God, though he never gets lost
in details and trivialities. Blumhardt’s whole being,
and therefore his praying as well, is ruled completely
by the saying: “Seck ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). Because of this, we
seldom hear him ask for these other things.

Blumhardt’s prayers breathe forth peace in a re-
markable way; they seldom have much Sturm und
Drang about them. This peace comes from Blum-
hardt’s unshakable conviction that God’s kingdom
is on the way in spite of stormy and changing times.
And so he gives thanks “for giving our hearts hope
for your kingdom, the kingdom of God. We thank
you that again and again we may draw strength from
this hope, find new youthfulness and courage, and
discover how powerfully, though hidden, your king-
dom is already approaching” But because his heart
trembles within him, like the hearts of all those who
are waiting for this coming of God’s kingdom, he
asks, “in order that God can speak to us,” for the
“quietness we need in order to stand before God
and forget all the things that can assail us.”

Just as nearly every letter of Paul begins with
thanks, so Blumhardt too in his prayers is always
full of praise and thanks. For there is nothing that
can lighten our hearts like giving thanks. In giving

thanks we are positive; in the face of thanks every-



INTRODUCTION

thing negative and contrary disappears. But also this
thanking does not lose itself in details and superfi-
cialities, but is completely directed towards the most
inward and central thing that is given to us by God —
that we are his children. Therefore Blumhardt never
tires of giving his simple, childlike thanks that God
is our Father and that we may be his children.

But “if children, then heirs, heirs of God and fel-
low heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him
in order that we may also be glorified with him.”
(Rom. 8:17) Blumhardt’s prayers flow out of this
feeling for the suffering of the whole world. But
there is no sighing about them — they are strong and
glad and confident of victory in the knowledge of
God’s promise, which has been given us. Basically
they all point in the same direction — to the prayer
that God’s kingdom shall come, that the Savior shall
come. If we pray, all sin and need can only strengthen
our faith in the certainty of God’s promise that he
will complete his work and bring an end to all
affliction.

The style of the prayers has been changed as little
as possible in order to maintain the quality of the
spoken word and their essential simplicity.

Eugen Jdckh
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This is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven, may your
name be honored. May your kingdom come, may your will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:9-10, free
Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored.
May your kingdom come and your will be done on
earth as in heaven. May this continue to be our prayer
in the new year, and may we find fellowship with
one another in what is eternal and holy. Bless us on
our way. Bless us on our earthly pilgrimage so that
we may remain free from all bondage, able to thank
you day and night for all the good you do, even when
things look very dark. We praise your name and we

pray as the Savior has taught us. Amen.

With this in mind, then, | kneel in prayer to the Father, from
whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name,
that out of the treasures of his glory he may grant you strength
and power through his Spirit in your inner being, that through
faith Christ may dwell in your hearts in love.

Ephesians 3:14-17a, NEB

Lord our God, we have gathered in your sight. We
thank you that through your words you have given
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something of your very self to help us be your dis-
ciples, your children, who stand firm in faith and
trust throughout our lives, whatever our lot may
be. Help us in these times, and when days grow
difficult and full of grief, hold your people securely
in your hand. Help us to be firmly rooted in faith,
however dark it is on earth.You can give us strength
and courage; we can do nothing in our human
strength. But the power of your Spirit can renew
us, make us alert, and fill us with lasting joy. For
we are your people, your children, and when held
in your hand, we can rejoice in spite of all grief.

Amen.

This is the Lord’s proclamation to earth’s farthest bounds:
“Tell the people of Zion that their salvation is coming. The
Lord brings his reward with him, and his recompense ac-
companies him.” Isaiah 62:11, free

Lord our God, we thank you that we may go to
meet you with open hearts, with jubilant faith, and
with this joyful shout, “God’s salvation is coming!
Through Jesus Christ day is dawning on earth for
all nations.” Stay with us and help us. Send us your
Spirit to strengthen us, especially in times of trouble.
Let all nations come before you. Let us tell all
peoples, “Be comforted. The salvation of our God,
who is also your God, is coming. In this salvation
we will rejoice together forevermore to the glory

of our God.” Amen.

LIFT THINE EYES - WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



JANUARY

And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom |
will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored to no purpose, |
have spent my strength in vain and for nothing; yet surely my
cause is with the Lord, and my reward is in God’s hands.”
Isaiah 49:3-4, free
Lord our God, we thank you for the help you have
given us over and over again so that we can stand
before you, rejoicing in the certainty of faith. We
thank you for guiding and leading our lives and for
letting us see a goal ahead, a goal to be revealed to
all men. Be with us in times of silence when we seem
to be alone. Keep us strong and steadfast through
temptation and through all the turmoil of life. Help
us to remain unshaken, for you walk with us hold-
ing us by the hand, and you can lift us above all that

does not endure. Amen.

The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

Matthew 4:16, NIV
Dear Father in heaven, be close to us as we seek you
in the quiet of our hearts. Grant us the strength of
your Spirit, the strength to wait patiently for your
help in our lives. Help us to hold to all that is good.
Help us to feel, each one of us, that we are your chil-
dren and that we may rejoice in your fatherly care.
May your will be done more and more fully in us
and around us. May your will be done so that we
may be given ever greater freeing and your light

can dawn where there is still darkness. Amen.
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Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of
the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have
come to worship him.” Matthew 2:1-2, RSV

Lord our God, we thank you that you have come
to this earth. Let a light shine out again and again
among those who hear your gospel, also among those
with sincere hearts, whether or not they are Chris-
tians. May they come to know your light and receive
salvation in Jesus Christ. May your light shine for us
and may you appear to us ever more clearly. Remem-
ber all who call to you. Remember your people. May
your people gather and become a light in your name,

serving you Wherever they gO. Amen.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the
Lord is shining on you. For behold, darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but on you the light
of the Lord will shine and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations will be drawn to your light, and kings to the
dawning of your new day. Isaiah 60:1-3, free
Dear Father in heaven, accept us as your children,
whose lives are under your protection and who turn
to you for strength. In the midst of all the struggles
and temptations in this world keep us certain of
your love and goodness. Grant that we may help your
name to be honored on earth and your salvation to
spread over all the world. May we help that the hope
you have given us brings light and strength for our
own lives and for all whom you love in Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the
Lord said, “If you had faith no bigger than a mustard seed,
you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be
planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.”

Luke 17:5-6, free
Father in heaven, we thank you for the many ways
you strengthen us and reveal your life to us. We thank
you for all your protection, also for your protection
of our faith and hope. Grant that your Spirit may
penetrate us more and more, enabling us to be your
witnesses in this evil and unhappy world. May your
Spirit give us hope for this life and for the life to

come. Amen.

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ...Therefore, my beloved brothers, be stead-
fast, immovable. Always give yourselves fully to the work of
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your work is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:57-58, free

Lord our God, we thank you that we are allowed to
live in your love. We thank you for your promise
that all the suffering on earth shall come to an end.
Hear us when we turn to you with all we have on
our hearts. We are weak, but you are strong. May
we hope and trust in your strength. May our life,
with all its practical concerns, remain in your hands
until the day when you will act in might and the
whole world will know the forgiveness of sins and

will praise and thank you evermore. Amen.
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“Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak ten-
derly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her bondage is
ended, that her sins are pardoned. She has received punish-
ment from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”

Isaiah 40:1-2, free
Lord our God, how great is your love, and how great
is your help! May each one of us feel sheltered in
your hand, knowing that our faults and shortcomings
no longer matter. We can go straight toward the
goal you have set, for you will help us through the
forgiveness of sins and through all the good you can
put into our hearts. And so we ask you to be with
us. May we be faithful, believing firmly in your great
mercy, so that your name may be glorified among
us. May each heart be given the comfort of know-
ing that everything will yet turn to the good, to the

glory of your name. Amen.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The
Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

Psalm 27:1, RSV
Our dear Father, we ask you to come to us from
heaven and surround us with your goodness and
mercy, with your light and life. We are weak, poor,
and lost just when we need to stand firm and hold
on. But you are faithful. You stay by us and help us.
Continue to help and sustain us, we pray. Do not
let our lives be lived in vain. May something of eter-
nity be with us in all we have to face in life, so that
over and over again we may find courage to start

anew. Amen.
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Cast your burden upon the Lord, and he will sustain you. He
will never allow the righteous to be shaken.

Psalm 55:22, free
Dear Father in heaven, you let us see and feel your
great goodness toward us. Grant us the inner help
to be victorious in the Savior, rejoicing to be by his
side with faith and loyalty, and with the strength of
soul that frees us from all burdens by laying them in
your hands. Hear us as together we pray to you. All
we ask and long for, all our concerns down to the
very smallest, we lay in your hands in the one great
request that your name be glorified on earth as it is

in heaven. Amen.

Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be
strong. Let all that you do be done in love.

1 Corinthians 16:13-14, RSV
Dear Father in heaven, give us childlike hearts so
that we may understand everything in the right way.
Grant us work that bears fruit in spite of our faults
and weaknesses, because we want to work with the
understanding given by love. Father in heaven, you
know that we are faced day and night with many
difficulties and setbacks. But you see us, and you will
help us so that your name may be honored, your
kingdom may come, and your will may be done on

earth as in heaven. Amen.
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For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by
God's power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God's power
we will live with him to serve you. 2 Corinthians 13:4, NIV

Lord our God, we come into your presence and
kneel before your throne, asking you with all our
hearts for your Spirit, so that our lives may be guided
and ruled by you, the one God and Creator of all
life. Let your Word come into our hearts. Give your
blessing on all we experience in life and on all we ask
of you as we stand before you. We are weak and poor.
We can achieve nothing, and our hearts are weary.
But you can strengthen us. You can make everything
come right to reveal your kingdom throughout the
world. Then all the people of our time may come to
know that your will for the earth is not distress and
suffering, but your goodness, your life, and your

eternity. Amen.

In the same way the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we
do not even know how we ought to pray. But his Spirit within
us is actually praying for us in those agonized longings which
never find words. Romans 8:26, free

Lord God, send your Spirit, we pray, over us and
over the whole world. Let your light dawn on carth
among men. Reveal your power and let your reign
begin. May your will be done, O Lord. We kneel
before your throne and plead to you. We are weak.
Lord, help us. Bless us. Establish your kingdom in
the hearts of those who are willing to follow you,
who are willing to accept your grace in Jesus Christ.

Help us through your strength. Reign over us. Be

LIFT THINE EYES - WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



16

17

JANUARY

with us with your Holy Spirit, O Lord God, our
Father. Amen.

I will exalt you, my God the King; | will praise your name for
ever and ever. Every day | will praise you and extol your name
for ever and ever. Psalm 145:1-2, NIV
Dear Father in heaven, we come before you and
thank you with all our hearts. You know all that we
are thankful for. Continue to sustain us, we pray,
and give us strength for the paths on which you lead
us. Even when we must suffer and fight long, hard
battles, we know that everything has its right pur-
pose and will still lead us to your goal. For all this
we praise and thank you. Protect us in mind, heart,
and spirit. Keep us courageous, and lift us above all
discouragement through your Spirit, who will re-

new our lives forevermore. Amen.

The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want. He lets me rest in
green pastures and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water.
He gives me new strength. He leads me in paths of right-
eousness as he has promised. Psalm 23:1-3, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that we need
never feel forsaken. We thank you that we are led
and guided by your hand. We thank you for all we
have received from you, your care for our bodies,
for our material needs, and for our inner life. We
praise you, O God! Continue to lead us, we pray.
Continue to work among us so that we can all see
and come to know that the Good Shepherd is lead-

ing us. Amen.
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Count it all joy, my brethren, when you meet various trials...
Blessed is the man who endures trial, for when he has stood
the test he will receive the crown of life which God has prom-
ised to those who love him. James 1:2,12, RSV

Lord our God, be with us. Touch us with your Spirit
so that our hearts may receive something from you.
Let us find joy even in a life of struggle and tempta-
tion. Let us find joy in every need we face, even in
the agony of death. Protect us through your Word,
and let it always be a light to us so that we can fol-
low you and do your will. Be with us on all our
ways. Guide everything with your hand until the
goal for all mankind is reached and we may rejoice
over all the trials and testing because in the end the

glorious prize can be won. Amen.

But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us
or Israel acknowledge us; you, O Lord, are our Father, our
Redeemer from of old is your name. Isaiah 63:16, NIV

Lord God, we thank you as we look back to the
times throughout the ages when your servants lifted
a voice to witness that you are our Father, that you
lead the peoples to their true goal. However long it
may take, we thank you for allowing us to be part
of this witness. We thank you that so much love and
goodness still shine into our time as a light to the
nations. Watch over us. May your Spirit grow stron-
ger and stronger within us. Bring the redemption
proclaimed by your servants, and let your light dawn

over all lands to the honor of your name. Amen.
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Fear not, for | am with you, be not dismayed, for | am your
God; | will strengthen you, | will help you, I will uphold you
with my victorious right hand. Isaiah 41:10, RSV
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that you are
our Father and that we may have you with us. We
thank you that we can know you are leading us by
your hand. Give us your Spirit of understanding so
that we may always see your mighty and powerful
hand guiding us on all our ways. Help us where we
fall short. Help us, for we are weak and are often in
situations where we cannot help ourselves. But you
are strong. You give light to our hearts. Through the
Savior, Jesus Christ, we can direct our lives cheer-
fully, joyfully, and patiently toward the great goal
set before us your children, and before the whole

world. Amen.

In my distress | called upon the Lord; to my God | cried for
help. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him
reached his ears. Psalm 18:6, RSV

Dear Father in heaven, we rejoice that you are our
Father. We rejoice that you rule and guide each of
us so that our path in life leads to what is good and
genuine and we do not get stuck in this or that con-
cern. Lead us, renew us, and again and again free us
to go forward, finding new courage and joy for our-
selves and for our fellowmen. Then we can praise
you, your strength and power can be revealed to us,
your heaven come down to earth, and your will be

done on earth. Here on earth your help shall come
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to the poor, the weak, the lowly, the sick, and the
suffering. May your name be praised! We rejoice in

your name. Amen.

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest. Matthew 11:28, RSV

Dear Father in heaven, grant us the inner quict we
need so that we may come into your presence and
hear you speak, forgetting all the things that try to
force themselves upon us. May we experience your
true and living support. Keep our hearts glad and
thankful for everything, even in grief, anxiety, and
suffering. In this thankfulness we can remain with
you, and Jesus Christ can help us, Jesus, whom you
have given as our support and helper in all that most
deeply concerns us. We entrust ourselves to you.

Keep us in your Spirit. Amen.

The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his
kingdom rules over all...Praise the Lord, all created things,
in every place where he has dominion. Praise the Lord, O
my soul! Psalm 103:19, 22, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for giving our
hearts hope for your kingdom, the kingdom of God.
We thank you that again and again we may draw
strength from this hope, find new youthfulness and
courage, and discover how powerfully, though hid-
den, your kingdom is already approaching. Protect

this vision and help us when we fail. All will come
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right. Whatever happens, we are in your hands, and

no one shall snatch this joy from our hearts. Amen.

| have not spoken in secret or kept my purpose hidden. | did
not require the people of Israel to look for me in a desolate
waste. | am the Lord, and | speak the truth; | make known
what is right. Isaiah 45:19, TEV
Lord our God, we thank you for giving us your love,
for letting us men draw nearer to what is right and
good. May your Spirit penetrate everywhere, over-
coming what is false and helping people everywhere
to understand the true nature of your justice. Guard
us on all our ways. Protect us when our bodies and
our lives are worn down by sickness and distress of
every kind. Grant us your help according to your

truth and righteousness. Amen.

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise
your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16, NIV
Lord our God, O God of righteousness, let your
light shine out. Go with us on our way. May we
have clear eyes and hearts through your Word and
your Spirit. Through temptations and struggles be
always with us, lighting our way to what is right and
good. Protect and bless us. Move our hearts from
their very depths to thank you for all you have done

for us, to praise you, and to glorify you. Amen.

LIFT THINE EYES - WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



26

27

JANUARY

The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to all who call
upon him in truth. He fulfills the desire of all who have deep
reverence before him; he also hears their cry, and saves them.

Psalm 145:18-19, free
Dear Father in heaven, Almighty God, your chil-
dren look to you in prayer. Hold us always by the
hand. Reveal to us that you hear us, that you are
among us providing what is best for us, to the glory
of your name. In this hour let us experience some-
thing from you, the good and merciful One. May
we always be glad and thankful for all we have al-
ready received from you and for all we are still to

receive in our lives. Amen.

My prayer for you is that you may have still more love — a
love that is full of knowledge and wise insight. | want you to
be able always to recognize the highest and the best, and to
live sincere and blameless lives until the day of Christ. | want
to see your lives full of true goodness, produced by the power
that Jesus Christ gives you to the praise and glory of God.
Philippians 1:9-11, Phillips
Lord our God, we thank you for filling our hearts
with such great trust. We thank you for all we are
given in our lives, above all that we can come to
know Jesus Christ. We thank you that over and over
we can draw strength and life from his life. Praise
to your name, for our life has a goal and we may
find strength and certainty during our time on earth.
You will reveal what we hope for, and even now you
allow us to keep something of this goal before our
eyes. We praise you that your name may become great

in our midst and that again and again new life can
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well up from us, who are poor and weak. May your
name be praised for setting this goal before us to

strengthen us. Amen.

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; | will
counsel you and watch over you. Psalm 32:8, free

Lord our God, we come into your presence and ask
you to help us. Help us in every part of our lives,
even when we do not understand. Be with us with
your Spirit. Guide and lead us with your hand. Let
your will be done in all things, even if we must bear
suffering, Your will is for good alone and you will
set everything right. Help us. Bless us through your
Word, through everything we are allowed to hear

from you, our God and our Father. Amen.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your might. And these words which | com-
mand you this day shall be upon your heart.

Deuteronomy 6:4-6, RSV

Lord our God, we thank you that every day —
through good days and through days that to us seem
bad — we know that our lives are guided by your
will, what you do and what you want. For this we
thank you. We want to love you above everything in
the world. Our hearts long for you, for you are our
Father. We want to love and honor you with our
whole lives. Lord our God, bring your order into
the world. Help us at all times to do your will and

to fulfill your commandments. Amen.

LIFT THINE EYES - WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



30

31

JANUARY

Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For | am
God, and there is no other. By myself | have sworn, from my
mouth has gone forth in righteousness a promise that will
not be broken: Before me every knee will bow; by me every
tongue will swear. Isaiah 45:22-23, free
Lord God, we kneel before you and worship you,
for you do mighty deeds in heaven and on earth and
allow men to become your children and your ser-
vants. You have done great things for many people,
enabling them to serve you, and you will do still
more. For you have promised that the paths of men
will be made straight. You have promised that all
we do may be a service to you through Jesus Christ,
the Savior of the world, whom we follow. He will
be revealed to the whole world, so that the nations
will be called to serve you and your will may be
done on earth as in heaven. Praised be your name,
Lord our God! We open our hearts to you. In death

and in life we are yours. Amen.

For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake |
will not remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out like
the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.

Isaiah 62:1, NIV
Lord our God, we worship you, for you come to
meet us everywhere and you reveal your glory on
our earth. May we become worthy of you, people
who can represent you with our whole being. Give
us the strength to endure, even through struggles

and temptations. Be merciful to us at all times
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through Jesus Christ our Savior. May we remain
body and soul in his hands, that at last we may come
to you, our Father in heaven, as your true children,

reborn through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 1 John 3:1, NIV
Lord our God, we thank you that we may be your
children and may be led by your hand. Give us pa-
tience and faith, especially when our way on earth
seems difficult and life is full of grief and hardship.
You are light. You show us the right path. You go
before us in the self-denial and patience taught us
by your Word. Protect us on all our ways. May your
kingdom grow among us until it can be plainly seen
that you, O God, are truly with us doing your work
and bringing us joy, even though what we do seems
fruitless. But your work endures. In your work we
rejoice, and we want to give thanks to you every

day. Amen.

And the ransomed of the Lord will return and enter Zion
with singing. Everlasting joy will crown their heads; they will
receive joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing will flee
away. Isaiah 35:10, free
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Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that you lead
us on all our paths. Together we praise your name.
We plead with you, stay with us, especially when
the world grows darker. Stay with us and send down
your power. Send your power in answer to our
prayers. For all people we pray, “Father in heaven,
these are our brothers and sisters in spite of their
failures and sins” Help them, O God. May they soon
come to recognize who you are, what you do, and
what you will still do, so that the whole world can
be joyful and all people on earth may know the bless-

ing of being your children. Amen.

For through faith you are all sons of God in union with Christ
Jesus. You were baptized into union with Christ, and now
you are clothed, so to speak, with the life of Christ himself.

Galatians 3:26-27, free

Dear Father in heaven, we may come to you, for
you have counted us as your children. Our hearts
long to come to you, our God and Savior. May your
Word bless us and restore us. Give us courageous
hearts to bear the distress of our times. Let a light
arise in our days so that people care about your will.
Then the need on earth shall come to an end, your
name shall be honored, and your will be done. Lord
God, you alone are our help. Be merciful to us.
Stretch out your hand so that all people may turn
to you and to your commandments, and your will

may be done on earth. Amen.
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Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father, but by me.” John 14:6, RSV

Lord our God, help us who have listened in the name
of Jesus Christ and heard the good tidings. Help us
come with our whole hearts to the Savior, who leads
us into your arms. Hear our pleading and let your
countenance shine over the world. Let a new age
come soon. Send your salvation into the world to
the glory of your name, so that the truth we have
learned about you becomes a reality in our hearts
and our whole life can be genuine, rooted in the
truth, leading us into heaven, to the honor of your
name. Hear us, O Lord our God. We entrust our-
selves and our daily lives to you. We want to be faith-
ful. Help us to be your children, mindful at every
step that we belong to you. Amen.

I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; | will tell of all your
wonders. | will be glad and rejoice in you; | will sing praise to
your name, O Most High. Psalm 9:1-2, NIV
Lord our God, keep us in your Spirit. Surround us
with your protection, so that in body and soul we
may praise your might and be joyful even in a world
full of evil. Shine into our hearts, that we may dis-
cern what is right and good and eternal. May you
do more than we can ask or understand for those
who still walk in darkness far away from you. May
your eternal mercy enfold them, and may the earth
be filled with thanks to you, the Creator and Father

of us all. Amen.
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| will be glad and rejoice in your unfailing love, for you saw
my affliction and knew the anguish of my soul.

Psalm 31:7, free
Dear Father in heaven, we come before your pres-
ence with thanksgiving and rejoice that you are with
us on carth. Even though we have many struggles
and temptations and even though problems crowd
in upon us, we know that we are in your hands and
that everything must go according to your will. Hold
us securely in your hand. Help us to bear all that we
find hard, for we know you are in control and you
lead everything to a good end. The darker and more
difficult it may seem, the more clearly your hand
will reveal the victory in men whose lives are
founded in eternity, whose lives cannot end in sor-

row but will end in your glory. Amen.

One thing | do, forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal to
win the prize which is God’s call to the life above, in Christ
Jesus. Philippians 3:13b—14, free

Dear Father in heaven, living source of all that is
eternal in us, we come to you and plead with you
to strengthen the gifts you have given us. Grant us
the light of life in which we can walk in spite of the
many burdens and uncertainties of our earthly life.
Protect us from deception and disappointment.
Strengthen our hope for your steadfast, firm, and
eternal rule in us, in many others, and finally in all

men. Amen.
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Those who are led by God’s Spirit are God's sons. For the
Spirit that God has given you does not make you slaves and
cause you to be afraid. Instead, the Spirit makes you God's
children, and by the Spirit's power we cry out to God, “Abba,
dear Father!” God's Spirit joins himself to our spirits to de-
clare that we are God’s children. Romans 8:14-16, free
Dear Father in heaven, you are among us and we can
call you Abba, dear Father. In the joy of being your
children we want to lay our lives into your hands to
be made good and happy. Care for us like a shepherd
pasturing his flock so that we can have community
with one another. Help us to realize that you have
many children here and everywhere, and that again
and again you take a child by the hand saying, “You
arc mine. I am caring for you” We thank you that
your eyes watch over all the world. We thank you
that your rule is over all mankind and will bring good
to all people, wherever they may live. May this hap-
pen soon through our Savior. We call to him, “Lord
Jesus, come. Come soon! May your hand keep us all

close to the Father in heaven” Amen.

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, who abides in
the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, “My refuge
and my fortress; my God, in whom | trust.”

Psalm 91:1-2, RSV

Lord our God, we come into your presence, for
you are our certainty, our refuge, especially in these
times when so much is happening to grieve and
trouble us. You are our God and our Savior today

and for all time. You have always been our Savior
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and helper, and you will remain our Savior and
helper forever. We praise you and glorify your name.
Give a new spirit in our day, we pray, new help
through the gospel brought by Jesus Christ. May your
name be kept holy, your kingdom come, and your

will be done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

A day is coming when the people will sing this song in the
land of Judah: “Our city is strong! God himself defends its
walls. The Lord sets up salvation as walls and protection...
Commit yourself to the Lord, and trust in him forever, for the
Lord God is an everlasting rock.” Isaiah 26:1, 4, free
Lord our God, help us find the path that we may
walk with confidence because you are our Father.
Banish all thoughts that try to depress us. Let your
Spirit drive them away. May our hearts become quiet
before you, because you, the Almighty, guide every-
thing for man’s good on earth. Everything will lead
to thanksgiving, to your praise and glory. Be with
us at all times, day and night. May our hearts always
exult afresh, rejoicing in you, our God and our Sav-

ior. Amen.

When he comes who is the Spirit of truth, he will guide you
into all the truth. He will not speak on his own authority; he
will speak only what he hears. He will make known to you
the things that are to come. John 16:13, free
Dear Father in heaven, grant your Spirit to us, your
children. May something from you be revealed on

carth so that divine strength and divine truth, not
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what is only human, are with us in all we do. Keep
courage alive in our hearts even when things look
dark. May powers of peace and healing be revealed
through us because you are near and your kingdom
is all around us. You can do all things, also things
beyond our understanding. With your help we do
what we are able, but we cannot do what you do.
We trust in you, and we believe that through your
power and your Spirit you will take possession of
our whole lives and the lives of the many who sigh

in their hearts for absolute truth. Amen.

Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject
to you; but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.
Luke 10:20, RSV

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you with all our
hearts for showing your power in us and for over-
coming so much that is hostile and that threatens to
harm our life. We thank you for the countless won-
ders you do for our sake. We rejoice and thank you
most of all for allowing us to know that you are
writing our names in heaven. Where our names are,
there we are too. Where our Lord Jesus Christ is,
there we want to be too, and our words and our
actions should come from him. Keep us faithful in
this, and let us serve you with gladness on every

path we tread. Amen.
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Accept whatever is brought upon you, and in changes that
humble you be patient. For gold is tested in the fire, and the
Lord proves men in the furnace of humiliation.

Ecclesiasticus 2:4-5, free

Lord our God, we thank you for helping us again
and again. Praised be your name for all you do for
us and for all your help in many dangers and hard-
ships! We trust you completely and have faith in you
through Jesus Christ, the Savior. He reveals your
grace everywhere, in every hardship, giving us
the courage and freedom to look toward your king-
dom. Help us remain courageous when we have to
face suffering, for we want to be your disciples in
Jesus Christ, the Crucified One. He has made suf-
fering holy, that our suffering too may bear fruit for

you in time and in eternity. Amen.

Therefore, since we are justified through faith, let us grasp
the fact that we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have access to God’s grace, where
we firmly stand, and we rejoice in our hope of experiencing
the glory of God. More than this, let us rejoice even in our
present sufferings, knowing that suffering trains us to en-
dure, and endurance develops character, and character of
this sort produces the joyful hope of eternal salvation. This
hope never disappoints us, because we have experienced
already that God has poured out his love into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit he has given us. Romans 5:1-5, free

Lord our God, keep us in the grace that is ours
through Jesus Christ. Uphold others also in this

grace. Reveal yourself everywhere to those who
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trust in you and who await your kingdom. May your
blessing be on our household. We thank you for help-
ing us, and with your help we want to be faithful to
you. Then when hardships come, we can be certain
of your presence. We know and trust you. We know
and trust the Savior, and we know and trust the Holy
Spirit, in whom we can have community and be

strengthened to serve your glory. Amen.

For this is what the high and lofty One says — he who lives
forever, whose name is holy: “I live in a high and holy place,
but also with people who are humble and repentant, so that
| can revive the spirit of the humble, and restore the courage
of the broken.” Isaiah 57:15, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that even in
need and misery we may feel and know that you are
with the weak, for you are mighty in helping your
children.You give the weak strength to serve you in
spite of all their faults and weaknesses. Make us glad
at heart for everything we are allowed to do and
experience, because it serves you, your glory, and
your kingdom until the day when others also are

given cyes to see. Amen.

We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit
who is from God, that we may understand what God has
freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:12, NIV

Dear Father in heaven, open the door for us, we
pray. Grant that we may come to you in spirit. Grant

that in you we may find peace and courage for our
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whole lives. Lead us always by your Spirit. Help us
to find your will on earth and grant us access to
your heavenly powers, for alone we can do nothing,
Strengthen our faith so that we can always serve
you. Bless your Word in us. May our hearts be opened,
for we are your children, O Lord our God, through

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous
things; his right hand and his holy arm have worked redemp-
tion for him. The Lord has made his redemption known and
revealed his righteousness to the nations. He has remem-
bered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all
the ends of the earth have seen the redemption of our God.

Psalm 98:1-3, free

Lord our God, we thank you from our hearts, from
the bottom of our hearts, that you consider us
worthy to work with you so that redemption may
come to the world in Jesus Christ. Already today
many are rejoicing in their Redeemer. They are full
of hope and comfort because the end is approach-
ing — that evening when your glory shall be revealed,
when the whole world and all nations shall glorify
you, O great God and Father in heaven. Come into
our time, we pray. Help us, Lord our God. Day and
night we look to you in the hope of beholding the
time of your glory, in the hope of receiving the peace
that is beyond all understanding and of finding re-
demption, the great redemption from heaven,

through you, the God over all flesh. Amen.
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He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of
the weak. Even youths grow faint and weary, and young men
stumble and fall; but those who wait for the Lord will renew
their strength. They will mount up with wings like eagles,
they will run and not be weary, they will walk and not faint.

Isaiah 40:29-31, free
Lord our God, our loving Father, we thank you for
all that our hearts and spirits are allowed to receive
from you. We thank you for the community you give
us, strengthening us to face life even through toil,
struggle, and privation. Grant that your powers flow
out to give us strength and courage. May we see and
recognize you in your deeds ever more clearly. Do
not let us faint or grow weary, no matter what we
have to suffer. Grant that your Spirit may penetrate
us ever more deeply to bring peace to us and those
around us, and finally to bring blessing for all peoples
of the earth. Amen.

Thus we have come to know and believe the love which God
has for us. God is love; he who dwells in love is dwelling in
God, and God in him. 1 John 4:16, NEB
Lord our God, we come to you as poor, heavily bur-
dened people who often do not know where to turn.
But we have trust in you, for you are love. Your love
penetrates deep into our lives, righting what is wrong
and making amends for our blundering. And so we
are joyful and await your grace and your help on all
our ways. Bless us, and help us find what is right in

every situation, to your praise and your honor. Amen.
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My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline and do not re-
sent his rebuke, because the Lord disciplines those he loves,
as a father the son he delights in. Proverbs 3:11-12, NIV

Lord our God, we thank you that in spite of all the
evil, we may look toward the good and toward a
change for the better. For your love, your Spirit of
love, can be with us. In spite of all that has gone
wrong, we can change. Through genuine faith we
can become worthy in your sight. Everything can
turn to the good. The nations can become glad, re-
joicing in life because you are working among them

to help them change. Amen.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her
by the washing with water through the word, and to present
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

Ephesians 5:25-27, NIV

Lord our God, remember us even though we are
only a few. Protect us from all evil, from all inner
harm, which threatens us every day. Let your hand
be over us so that at last a great power may stream
out from your church into all the world, bringing
the fulfillment of your promises. We thank you for
all your goodness. Watch over us, we pray. Keep us
in the right spirit and purpose, and help us resist all
that is wrong and harmful. Grant that we serve you
and not the world. Protect us this day and every

day. Amen.
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The Lord passed in front of Moses and proclaimed, “I, the
Lord, am a God who is full of compassion and pity, who is
not easily angered, and who shows great love and faithful-
ness. | show steadfast love to thousands, forgiving wicked-
ness, rebellion, and sin. Yet | will by no means clear the guilty;
| punish the children and their children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation.”

Exodus 34:6-7, free

Dear Father in heaven, how great are your good-
ness and mercy to us men on earth, who are subject
to misery and death! May our hearts be strength-
ened through your goodness and through the saving
power of your nature, revealed to us in Jesus Christ,
our Redeemer. Protect and bless us this night. May
your Spirit help us find your ever-present kindness

and mercy. Praised be your name forever! Amen.

After this | looked, and there before me was a great multi-
tude that no man could number, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes, with
palm branches in their hands. And they cried out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb!” Revelation 7:9-10, free

Lord God, we turn to you, praying that your king-
dom may come. May your Jerusalem really come
on carth, with all those blessed ones who are al-
lowed to gather around Jesus Christ through for-
giveness of sins and the resurrection. Come with
your light into our time so that sins may be forgiven
and men may find salvation. Remember those in

great distress. Come with your help to those strug-
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gling with sin or death, for help can come from you
alone. Nothing can help us except your fatherly love

in Jesus Christ. Praised be your name! Amen.

| am the Lord your God, who stirs up the sea so that its
waves roar — the Lord of hosts is my name. | have stretched
out the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth. | say
to Zion, “You are my people. | have put my words in your
mouth, and have kept you safe in the shelter of my hand.”

Isaiah 51:15-16, free

Lord God Almighty, your eyes watch over the whole
world. We come before you with the evils that sur-
round us still clinging to us. Shelter our lives in your
hands. Give us your strength to win through, even
in suffering and need. For we are yours, O Lord our
God. You have chosen your people to strengthen
them and to free them from all evil. We beseech
you to help us. May we feel your presence among
us. May your Word bear fruit in us to the everlast-

ing honor of your name. Amen.

The Lord says, “Here is my Servant, whom | strengthen, my
chosen one, with whom | am pleased. | have filled him with
my Spirit, and he will bring justice and reveal truth to the
nations.” Isaiah 42:1, free

Dear Father in heaven, grant that we may stand in
your grace. Grant that the light of your grace may
come to us through your Word. Keep us firm in
faith until the promised time when your redemp-

tion shall come to all the nations on earth. We are
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often anxious and ask ourselves if people can bear
it. Will they learn to listen to your Word? Will they
remain steadfast when hard times come? Will they
turn to you alone, to you who know the hour and
appoint the time when we may see the promised
day? Let the might of your hand prevail over the
whole world. You are the only power that can help
us out of our great affliction, you our only Lord.

Amen.

| lift up my eyes to the hills. Where shall | find help? My help
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 121:1-2, free
Lord our God, our refuge for ever and ever, bless
us as we gather in your presence and turn to you.
May we be your children, who can simply believe
and stand firm in our lives and in our calling. We
thank you for giving us your grace and constant help.
In your grace we can be joyful, praising and honor-
ing you. You are our Father. You never forsake us.
May your name be praised by us all. May your name
be praised above and in the whole world so that all
people may acknowledge you and receive what they

need from you. Amen.

Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you,
the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you
will suffer tribulation for ten days. Be faithful, even to the
point of death, and | will give you the crown of life.

Revelation 2:10, free
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Lord our God, we come into your presence. Hear
our prayers, we entreat you. Let your will be done
among us; let your will be done for each one of us
individually, and for our time. Let everything go ac-
cording to your will, even if the way leads through
tribulation, fear, and need. For in the end your goal
will be reached. In the end you will fulfill your pur-
pose, and your kingdom will come. Your kingdom
will come to the honor of your name and for the
redemption of all people still suffering on earth.
Let your Word bring us blessing. May we go for-
ward joyfully in the patience of Jesus Christ until
times change, until a new day dawns and we are

allowed to see your glory and your peace. Amen.

For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithful-
ness reaches to the skies. Be exalted, O God, above the heav-
ens; let your glory be over all the earth.  Psalm 57:10-11, NIV
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that you have
always been gracious to us, revealing your great good-
ness and power in ages past and in the present. In this
revelation we live, O Lord our God.You are the al-
mighty One, who works wonders on earth and who
rules the heavens so that we can be blest and helped
on our carthly paths. Let your goodness and your
justice be revealed throughout all the world. Arise,
O Lord our God. Let your light shine in us who be-
lieve in you. Let your light shine into the whole world.
Let your name be glorified. You are indeed our Fa-
ther, both in heaven and on earth. You give our lives

security now and in eternity. Amen.
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For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit,
of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and in-
tentions of the heart. Hebrews 4:12, RSV
Lord our God, be merciful to us. Be our strong ref-
uge. Help us on all our ways. Help us on the dark
and difficult paths we must often travel on earth.
Grant that we may see your light, for you are with
us. You help us, and you let the power of the life of
Jesus Christ be with us so that your name is hon-
ored on earth through many who love you and come
to you, pleading with you in prayer. Give us the light
of your Word, that we may hear and live rightly.
Give us increasing strength for the fight to which
you have called us. Bless us all. Shine into our hearts
so that we can carry out all you have promised

through your Word. Amen.
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O taste and see that the Lord is good! Happy is the man who
takes refuge in him! Psalm 34:8, RSV

Dear Father in heaven, we come to you. With thanks
we come to you, for again and again you have helped
us. Again and again you have let your light shine out
on us so that we could be glad and know that our
lives are in your hands. Protect us on this earth, where
it is so necessary. Protect us, that the light of true
life may shine more and more brightly and we may
praise your name with our whole heart. Be with us
this night, O God, and touch our hearts with your
Spirit. Amen.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes
upon you to test your faith, as though something unusual
were happening to you. You should rejoice, because it means
that you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.

1 Peter 4:12-13, free

Dear Father in heaven, we ask you from our hearts
to give us your peace. Grant that nothing may take
your peace from us, and protect us from all that is

evil. May we always be mindful that we should serve
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you in self-denial. May we be faithful on all our ways,
looking to the great promise you have given each
one of us. Keep us under your protection, as you
have always done. We praise and thank you for all
that comes to our hearts from you, making us full

of trust and certain of your further help. Amen.

And he said to them all, “If anyone wants to be a follower of
mine, he must forget himself, take up his cross every day,
and follow me. For whoever wants to save his own life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.”
Luke 9:23-24, free
Dear Father in heaven, you have sent us the Lord
Jesus to bear our guilt and our misery. To this day
we rejoice that he came, he who can free us from
all evil. Teach us to understand the way of the Cross,
the way Jesus went. Grant that we may always fol-
low him, even if we also suffer and have a cross to
bear. Then we can joyfully go the way he went to
the glory of your name, O Father in heaven. We are
your children whether we understand it or not.
You protect and care for us, until your glory comes
and everything is completed that was begun through
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. Bless us in his
Word, and help us to become his true followers.

Amen.
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the
sin to which we cling, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, who is
the source of our faith and who will bring it to perfection, on
Jesus, who for the sake of the joy that lay ahead of him
endured the cross, making light of its shame, and who has
taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2, free
Lord, our God and Father, we thank you for letting
us walk in the way of Jesus Christ, for helping us on
the way to the Cross. Come what may, we belong
to the Savior, and we are your children. We want to
be joyful and full of faith, full of hope, full of pa-
tience, for your mercy leads us on. In all we experi-
ence how often we can say, “Thanks be to God. He
has helped us here, he has helped there, he helps
every day in spite of all the evil in the world. Praise

and thanks and honor be to him forever!” Amen.

Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. Luke 12:32, RSV
Lord our God, we come to you as a little flock, ask-
ing you to accept us and keep us as your own, whom
you will redeem in your time. Protect us always so
that we remain strong in faith. Strengthen us in the
faith that you are with us, helping us. Grant that
your people may come to the light, to the honor of
your name. So we entrust ourselves to your hands
this night. Be with us, Lord our God, through your
Spirit. Amen.
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Praise the Lord, all people on earth; praise his glory and might.
Praise the Lord’s glorious name; bring an offering and come
into his courts. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holi-
ness; tremble before him, all the earth. Psalm 96:7-9, free

Lord our God, you are our help and our comfort.
We look to you and to your promises. Grant that we
may remain full of courage, also in our personal
concerns, so that we do not complain like fretful
children, but cheerfully wait for your great victory
on earth. May we become your people. Grant your
Spirit to your people, not only to a few but eventu-
ally to many. Lord our God, we pray that your will
may be done on earth among the nations; may your

will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. Amen.

The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my
salvation. Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of
God's people: “The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!
The Lord's right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand has
done mighty things!” Psalm 118:14-16, free
Dear Father in heaven, we are your children, and
we look to you and to your help at every turn of
our lives. Remember us, especially when we want
to serve you. Stay with us with your Spirit so that
everything may work out to further your kingdom
and the victory of Jesus Christ, which is to be pro-
claimed on carth. Through his victory all men shall
find in him their Savior and look to you, our Fa-
ther in heaven. Yes, Father in heaven, have mercy

on the world, on the many who are unfortunate

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



M ARCH

and who suffer from the widespread evil around
them. Remember them. Have mercy on us through

the strong and mighty Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave
8 him the name that is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11, NIV
Lord Jesus, we bow before you, before you to whom
all power is given. We will love you, O Lord. We
will treasure you. Your thoughts shall be our thoughts,
that we may learn how you are named in heaven, on
earth, and below the earth. Watch over us and be
with us until you can come, until the time is ful-
filled when you will appear among men and estab-
lish God’s kingdom. Then the whole world will re-
joice and all men will bend their knees before you,

the one Lord and Savior. Amen.

But if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, then
9 we share together a common life, and we are being cleansed
from every sin by the blood of Jesus his Son. 1 John 1:7, NEB

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you as your chil-
dren, whom you know how to gather. You have
brought us into community with you in a wonder-
ful way, in the midst of a world full of unrest, full
of misery, and full of sin. For you know your chil-
dren and lead them into community with you. You

comfort them.You give them strength of faith, and
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confidence in your rulership and your kingdom,
which will prevail over everything evil and deathly
that still seems to control mankind. But your do-
minion reaches far, far beyond. You will keep us in
your hands. For the sake of those who trust in you,
you will send your grace and your help into the

whole world. Amen.

My word is like the snow and the rain that come down from
the sky to water the earth. They make the crops grow and
provide seed for planting and food to eat. So also will be the
word that | speak — it will not fail to do what | plan for it; it
will do everything | send it to do. Isaiah 55:10-11, TEV

Lord our God, light of the world and light of our
human life, we thank you for sending your Word
into our hearts. Your Word works within us and al-
lows us to rejoice. Even if we often experience hard
and bitter times here on earth, we can rejoice al-
ready, as the world shall rejoice when your will and
your Word are fulfilled. Protect us, and keep us
pure and free in spirit, that we may be your ser-
vants, that we may sometimes be allowed to say a
little word in harmony with the great, powerful

Word which you have sent into the world. Amen.

Therefore, since we are justified through faith, let us grasp
the fact that we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have access to God's grace, where
we firmly stand, and we rejoice in our hope of experiencing
the glory of God. Romans 5:1-2, free
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Dear Father in heaven, grant that we may share in
the community of your Holy Spirit. In community
with you our earthly troubles fall away and we re-
main in your peace in spite of all our failures and
shortcomings, in spite of all the toil we must gladly
take upon ourselves. Watch over us. Keep our hearts
unshaken, clear, and steady. Keep us in the certainty
that your kingdom is coming, is already beginning
and can be plainly seen, so that all men can receive
the good you have planned for them. Be with us this
night. Amen.

But now this is the word of the Lord, who created you, O
Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for | have re-
deemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine. When
you pass through the waters, | will be with you; when you
pass through rivers, they will not sweep you away; when you
walk through fire, you will not be burned, and the flame will
not consume you.” Isaiah 43:1-2, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for the gift of
your light in our hearts, allowing us to have faith in
you. We thank you for your light, which shows us
the many ways you save us from need, darkness, and
death. In the midst of this darkness you keep our
hearts safe so that we can be faithful until your time
comes, the time when you will reveal yourself to
the world, and when all voices will cry out as one,
“Yes, Father in heaven, we thank you. You have re-

deemed us all.” Amen.
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How blest are those who hunger and thirst for justice and
truth, whose greatest desire is to do what God requires. They
shall be satisfied. Matthew 5:6, free
Dear Father in heaven, may our hearts find words
to praise you together, to ask you with one accord
that we may be brought into community with you.
We come to you with our whole selves, with all
that we have experienced, with all that has been
given to us through your leading. For to this day
you have shown us the way, guiding us through right
and wrong, through the perfect and the imperfect.
You have led us all to know that we belong to you.
We are yours.You are working in us to bring about
what you have in mind for each one of us and for
the many, many who hunger and thirst for justice
and truth. Be with us through your Spirit. Touch us
through the hand of Jesus Christ. He is our Savior,
and we hold fast to him so that we can praise you in

his name. Amen.

Then over Mount Zion and over all who are gathered there,
the Lord will send a cloud by day and smoke and a bright
flame by night. God's glory will cover and protect the whole
city. His glory will shade the city from the heat of the day and
make it a refuge, sheltered from the rain and storm.

Isaiah 4:5-6, free

Dear Father in heaven, our refuge for this day and
for each day to come, touch us with the finger of
your power. Be our protection and strong defense
against all attacks of darkness. Where people look to
you out of the darkness, let their eyes grow shining
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bright with the light from your eyes. Let your light
shine within us and around us. Let your light bring
your cause to victory, to the final great day of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

God has raised from death our Lord Jesus, who is the Great
Shepherd of the sheep as the result of his sacrificial death,
by which the eternal covenant is sealed. May the God of
peace provide you with every good thing you need for doing
his will, and may he make of us what he would have us
be through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever and
ever. Amen. Hebrews 13:20-21, free

Lord our God, through the Spirit grant us commu-
nity with you, we pray. Help us onward again and
again, and help us grow in strength to follow what
is true and good. May your goodness and your grace
be in our hearts to help us in all practical things.
Grant that wherever we live we may have some-
thing of the power in which Jesus Christ lived and
suffered, in which he died and yet lives again. May
the world still learn that it has a redeemer and that

it belongs to him, to the glory of your name. Amen.

And so | will give him a place of honor, a place among the
great and mighty. He poured out his life unto death and was
numbered with the criminals. He bore the sin of many and
prayed that they might be forgiven. Isaiah 53:12, free

Dear Father in heaven, may we receive your Spirit
so that we win the victory over ourselves and over
the world around us, not with our human crude-

ness, force, and clamor, but only through your Spirit
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in the name of Jesus Christ. Help each of us in our
own particular situation. We all know there is much
evil around us; there is much we must fight. But in
Jesus” name we want to plunge right in, right into
the world, right into whatever suffering is meant
for us in the midst of the evil that is not yet over-
come. In Jesus’ name we go toward the great vic-
tory that will come when all who are granted your
joy will praise you with all their hearts, O Father in

heaven. Amen.

Turning to the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If
you obey my teaching, you are really my disciples; you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

John 8:31-32, free
Dear Father in heaven, grant that we may come to
you in the Spirit. Through your Spirit gather us and
many others on earth around our Lord Jesus Christ,
the great Savior of mankind. May our hearts become
truly free because you deliver us from all bondage
to our own natures and to the world around us. As
free people may we be led safely through distress,
fear, and want, through need and death. May we
become happy children whom Jesus Christ has called
to life, children who are not discouraged by the
struggle but who fight joyfully for your kingdom

until it can be revealed to all the world. Amen.
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May you be strengthened from God’s boundless resources,
so that you may meet whatever comes with endurance, pa-
tience, and joy, thanking God in the midst of pain and dis-
tress because he has made you fit to share what God has
reserved for his people in the kingdom of light. He rescued
us from the power of darkness and brought us away into the
kingdom of his beloved Son. For it is through his Son alone
that we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Colossians 1:11-14, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you. We want to
be ready to thank you at all times. We look forward
with joy to your kingdom and await the redemp-
tion that will free us to the very depth of our being,
to the praise and thanks and honor of your name.
Be with the many people who come hungering and
thirsting to you. Bring deliverance to those whose
hearts are true, and let them know that the power
of your kingdom is truly present here on earth in

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

And in the very place where they were told, “You are not my
people,” they will be called “sons of the living God.”
Romans 9:26, free
Lord our God, we thank you that you have called us
your children, a people who may serve you even in
suffering and temptation. Grant that the grace of
Jesus Christ may be in us so that we can be victori-
ous over everything that life puts in our way and
can withstand the distress that surrounds so many

people. O Lord our God, our only refuge, to you
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alone can we appeal for evil to end and for the vic-
tory of Jesus Christ to break through. In that hour

we shall rejoice and be glad as your people. Amen.

Then | heard a voice in heaven proclaim: “This is the hour of
victory for our God, the hour of his salvation and power,
when his Christ comes to his rightful rule! For the accuser of
our brothers has been thrown down from his place, where
he stood before our God accusing them day and night. Our
brothers have won the victory over him through the blood of
the Lamb and through the truth to which they bore witness
and for which they were willing to give up their lives.”
Revelation 12:10-11, free

Lord our God, in praise and thanksgiving we look
toward your kingdom and the reign of Jesus Christ
in your kingdom. We rejoice that you make him Lord
not only in heaven but also on earth, where he will
gain the victory in all mankind. Men will become
good and will love one another, and they will find
peace when everything is done according to your
will. For the time must come when, on earth as in
heaven, your will is done everywhere and in every-
thing. Be with us with your Spirit so that we may
stand firm as your children until the moment comes
for us to exult: Up out of all grief and trouble! Up
from evil and death! Up to you, our Father in heaven!
Praise to your name today while we are still groan-
ing. Glory to your kingdom. Glory to Jesus Christ

our Savior, whom you have given us. Amen.
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But once more God will send us his Spirit. The wasteland will
become fertile, and fields will produce rich crops. Everywhere
in the land righteousness and justice will be done. The fruit
of righteousness will be peace; and the result of righteous-
ness, quietness and trust for ever. Isaiah 32:15-17, free
Lord our God, we look to your Holy Spirit. Unite
us with your Spirit, we pray. May we be children of
your Spirit, ruled throughout our lives by your
Spirit. There is so much else around us wanting to
teach us and claiming to represent the truth, and
we are full of fear unless help comes from your Spirit
alone. Your Spirit comes to us as helper and com-
forter, who helps us find the way to go. Hear us,
your children, whom you want to lead and whose
Savior you want to be through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

In his purpose of love he planned that we should be adopted
as his own children through Jesus Christ, that we might learn
to praise God for his glorious grace, for the free gift he gave
us in his dear Son! Ephesians 1:5-6, free

Dear Father in heaven, grant that we may come to
you as your children. Grant that we may come to
your Spirit, that something of trust and persever-
ance may be born in us for our life on earth. May
we always be loyal and full of hope, working and
striving not only for what is carthly, but for the tasks
that have been laid on us for your kingdom and its
righteousness. Let new light shine out among men

again and again. Let many understand when your
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voice is speaking to them, so that they may gain
courage. Let your voice be heard so that the great
gospel that makes us your children may be pro-

claimed to people of all circles. Amen.

The Lord says to his people, “On a day of salvation | will
show you favor; | will answer your cries for help. | will guard
and protect you and through you make a covenant with all
peoples. | will restore the land and let you settle once again
where it is now desolate.” Isaiah 49:8, free

Lord our God, protect us in your Spirit. Strengthen
our hearts especially when we often have to bear
suffering, that we may be steadfast in hope and may
again and again experience a day of salvation. Pro-
tect us in every way. Accept our praise and thanks,
and let our hearts rejoice in what you have already
done for us. We want to discern your ways more
and more so that we may please you as your ser-

vants. Amen.

Put in writing what | reveal to you, because it is not yet time
for it to come true. But the time is coming quickly, and what
| show you will come true. It may seem slow in coming, but
wait for it. It will certainly take place, it will not be delayed.

Habakkuk 2:3, free

Dear Father in heaven, in quietness we come to you
and ask you for your Spirit. We ask this especially
for the time of waiting still required of us as we

hope and strive for light to come into men’s hearts,
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for light to shine where there is so much death. We
must not despair of our inner life even when life
around us rages as if it would suck us down into its
whirlpool with no way out. But you will guard us.
Watch over us, we pray, also in hours of tempta-
tion, so that we may remain under your care. Watch
over us so that we have hope and joy in you, assured
that your goal for us all is true life from above, a life

Of resurrection. Amen.

As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has
compassion on those who have deep reverence for him; for
he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are
dust. Psalm 103:13-14, free
Lord our God, merciful God and almighty Father
in heaven, we beseech you, look upon us as your
children. For in spite of everything, all of us are al-
lowed to be your children and to praise you for all
the good you are doing and for all you still want to
do for us. Hear our prayer as we come to you with
particular concerns, asking for your will to be done
in us, for everything to be carried out according to
your good purpose, that we may be joyful even in
hard and serious times and may hold fast to what

you have promised. Amen.
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It is not that the Lord is slow in fulfilling his promise, as some
suppose, but that he is very patient with you, because it is
not his will for any to be lost, but for all to come to repen-
tance. 2 Peter 3:9, NEB
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you with all our
hearts that you have given us your living promise.
We thank you that again and again our faith can re-
ceive a clearer vision through this promise. For you
have promised that at last the greatest day of all
will come, will conquer the whole world, and bring
salvation to all people to the glory of your name
as Father throughout all nations. Strengthen us in
every way, especially when we are in need and dis-
tress. Strengthen the sick and those who are
tempted. May they wait in expectation for fulfill-
ment of the promise, and may they see help come.
May your name, Lord God, be honored among us.
May your kingdom come and your will be done on

earth as in heaven. Amen.

For it is Christ who is the “Yes,” the answer, to all of God’s
promises. And so through him we say our “Amen” to the
glory of God. Now God himself makes us sure, together with
you, of our life in union with Christ; God himself has set us
apart, has placed his mark of ownership upon us, and has
given us the Holy Spirit in our hearts as the pledge of all he
has in store for us. 2 Corinthians 1:20-22, free

Lord our God, from whom great promises are given
for all mankind and especially for your people, we

gather in your presence. We rejoice before you, for
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your promise is sure and your works will be revealed
to the glory of your name. Grant us steadfast faith in
the grace of Jesus Christ. Grant us faith to hold firm,
and in spite of all evil to trust that you are ruling
and will set everything right. Lord our God, our
Father, we cry to you. As the deer pants for refresh-
ing water, so in our time our souls cry out to you,
“Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored.
May your kingdom come. May your will be done

on earth as in heaven.” Amen.

My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin.
But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the
Father in our defense - Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but
also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2, NIV
Lord God, we thank you that you have given us
atonement, an atonement that delivers us from all
evil, from all that is temporal and perishable, and
that allows us even now to live in eternity. Grant
that many people become aware of the greatness
and freeing power of the redemption you have of-
fered us. May a people be born to you, serving you
with light in their hearts as they look to the future
coming of Jesus Christ. Be with us, strengthen us,
and protect us from all the deception on earth. For
we want to be your children and nothing else; with
our whole hearts we want to look always to you.

Amen.
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God says, “I will save those who love me and will protect
those who acknowledge me as Lord. When they call to me,
| will answer them; when they are in trouble, | will be with
them. I will rescue them and honor them. | will reward them
with long life and show them my salvation.”

Psalm 91:14-16, free
Lord our God, dear Father in heaven, we turn our
hearts to you, for you know all our need. We turn
to you, for you are ready with your help when we
are at our wit’s end. You have paths we can follow
joyfully because we have a Lord who rules and who
reigns over us to make us glad. May we praise your
name at all times. May your help be always before
our eyes so that we can be your true children, to

the glory of your name on earth. Amen.

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.
In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. May
your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our
hope in you. Psalm 33:20-22, NIV
Lord God, we thank you for having revealed your-
self on this earth in the midst of sin, need, and op-
pression. We thank you that we can have joy in all
you have done both before and since the coming of
Jesus Christ, our Savior in everything, To you be praise
and thanks. Our hearts leap up with joy in you and
in your deeds. Grant that we may be faithful to the
end, victorious in all things through your Spirit, who
helps and blesses us on our way. Grant your help to
all who call to you and who long to rejoice in you.

Amen.
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We know that the Son of God has come and has given us
understanding, so that we may know the true God. We live
in union with the true God, in union with his Son Jesus Christ.
He is the true God and eternal life. 1 John 5:20, free
Lord our God, we turn our faces to you and plead
with you to come to us earthly and often tormented
people. May we find strength in the Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom redemption is promised to us all.
May your kingdom at last be revealed and every-
thing change for the better even though we do not
see it yet. May we always honor your name above
all others, for you are our Father and we want to
hold fast to your grace that lets us call you Father. In
our troubled times we want to have enduring faith
that you can bring a new time when good shall at
last emerge from all the distress. Grant that every
broken and needy person may experience your help,
your grace, and your salvation, and may know that
these always surround us, if only our eyes are open
to see and recognize them. So we want to thank and
praise you at all times, and at last know the joy of

eternity, to your glory and honor. Amen.
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For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures for ever, and
l his faithfulness to all generations. Psalm 100:5, RSV

Lord God, our Father, we thank you for all the light
you give us and for all your loving help in outward
things as well. We come into your presence and ask
you to give us your light and your constant guid-
ance for the path we must follow. Grant that what is
of heaven may be revealed on earth, that we may
rejoice in the good and beautiful things you give to
all people. Our Father, reveal what is of heaven, and
free men from their sin and darkness so that at last
they recognize your glory. Strengthen our hope for
this goal. Rule and work in the hearts of many people,
that through them your glory may be proclaimed to

all. Amen.

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth be-
2 neath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will
wear out like old clothing, and all its people will die like flies.
But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never
fail. Isaiah 51:6, free

Lord our God, in you we want to find our strength,

in you we want to hold out even in these times. We
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rejoice that the end is coming, the end you are pre-
paring, when your salvation and justice will come
on earth according to your promises. Be with us
and with the believing circle given to us through
Jesus Christ. Make us alert and give us fresh cour-
age again and again, however difficult life may be.
We want to continue to live and find strength in the
grace of Jesus Christ, holding on in joy without
grumbling and complaining. Lord God, may your
name be honored, your kingdom come, and your

will be done in us according to your plan. Amen.

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be set
3 over all other mountains, and lifted high above the hills. All
the nations shall come streaming to it, and many peoples
shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us what he wants us to do and that we may walk in his
paths.” Isaiah 2:2-3a, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that we have
you and the light of your Spirit, which always gives
us new determination for the tasks you ask of us.
We thank you that we may live not just in the passing
moment but also in eternity, looking with joyful
hope to the future meant for us and for all man-
kind. Keep us in your Spirit, and open to us truth
after truth. May we be part of that people who carry
a light within them, a light which will show them
the way through all the struggles and temptations
of life; then each one of us will know day by day
that you can help us and all men on earth to a better

life through your Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit coming down
from heaven like a dove and resting upon him...I saw it my-
self and | have borne witness that this is God’s Chosen One.”

John 1:32, 34, free

Our Father in heaven, as your children may we truly
receive something from you to bring our lives into
a living bond with you. Grant that we may over-
come everything harmful and evil. May it be given
to us to help that your kingdom may come closer
and closer, that your will may be done, and Jesus
Christ, your Son, may be recognized as the light of
the world for the salvation of men and their deliv-
erance from all evil. Protect us and grant that your

Spirit may remain with us. Amen.

My soul finds rest in God alone; for my hope is in him. He
alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, | shall
not be shaken. On God rests my deliverance and my honor;
he is my mighty rock, my refuge. Trust in him at all times, O
people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.

Psalm 62:5-8, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for this day and
for all the loving kindness you pour out on us. May
we continue to receive your help and your protec-
tion. Bless us in whatever we are allowed to do in
your service, that it may always be done in love to all
people. Watch over us this night and be with us. May
your will be done throughout the world, so that at
last all confusion may come to an end, Satan’s work
may be destroyed, and your children may shout for
joy that your will is being done on carth as in heaven.

Amen.
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For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ
and him crucified. | Corinthians 2:2, RSV

Lord our God, Father of us all, bless our commu-
nity in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. May your
Spirit carry out what we men are powerless to do,
so that we experience strength and joy, something
from eternity, and can face life with all its evil, pain,
and suffering. For you have drawn us to yourself,
and in spirit, soul, and body we belong to another
world, higher than this earthly and passing one. We
want to remain true to this higher world, that your
praise may come from one heart and from one voice,
that the name of Jesus Christ may shine in us and

show us the way to all that is true and eternal. Amen.

And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Coun-
selor to be with you forever — the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in
you. John 14:16-17, NIV
Lord our God and our Father, we thank you for giv-
ing us the Holy Spirit, who binds us to you. Give us
continually afresh something of this Spirit so that
we can go forward with light shining on the paths
we must follow on earth. Grant us your Spirit, grant
that light may break into our whole life and we can
rejoice because we experience so much of what you
are doing. For through the power of your Spirit you
can help us toward your future and all that is to
come, that we may live not only in time but in eter-

nity. Amen.
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He answered, “Your faith is too small. | tell you the truth, if
you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this
mountain, ‘Move from here to there!” and it will move. Noth-
ing will be impossible for you.” Matthew 17:20, free

Lord our God, we thank you for revealing your
rulership, which is for the good of each of us. Each
one of us will become what we ought to be when
our faith is united with your divine power. Protect
this faith in us through every temptation and through
all we have yet to endure in this earthly life. Free us
again and again for one thing alone, that your king-
dom may come into being within us and around us,
to the praise and glory of the everlasting truth you

have given us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

I will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. Before
long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see
me. Because | live, you also will live. On that day you will
realize that | am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in
you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the
one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and | too will love him and show myself to him.
John 14:18-21, NIV

Lord our God, dear Father in heaven, we are gath-
ered in your presence through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Reveal to us our Savior Jesus Christ. May the
Savior be revealed to us; otherwise in our need we
will never come through. Grant that at this late hour
for the world we may see him as he is, and through
him and through the kingdom that he brings we may
be lifted above the troubles of our time. Strengthen

our hearts every day, and fill us with joy because
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you guide everything on carth as in heaven; in the
end you will give us the victory that belongs to the
kingdom you have founded. May we be comforted
through all eternity in this kingdom, a kingdom far
greater and more glorious than all the kingdoms of

the world. Amen.

For none of us lives for himself, and none of us dies for him-
self alone. If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we
die for the Lord. Whether therefore we live or die, we belong
to the Lord. This is why Christ died and came to life again,
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Romans 14:7-9, free

Lord God, unite us with Jesus Christ, the risen and
living One. Unite us so that our lives are completely
submerged in your will through Jesus Christ. Tear
us loose from all that tries to bind us to earth. Make
us free people who always lift their heads and look
up because their redemption is approaching, Al-
mighty God, we trust in you, however difficult
the times may be. Remember all peoples, for it is
your will to gather them into your kingdom.You, O
God, are our refuge and our help. In you we trust

until the end. Amen.

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where | am, my ser-
vant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
John 12:26, NIV

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for this day and
for the protection you have given us. Grant that we

may find our joy in your grace and in your love. Help
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us to become truer followers of Jesus, who came in
your love. Be merciful to us and help all those who
belong to you.You know them all and the thoughts of
their hearts. You know their struggle on carth and
the temptations that surround them. Help each one,
also those who are still far away from you. Give them
hearts open to your Word and to all you have prom-
ised. We entrust ourselves to your care this night.
Help us and bless us. May your will be done in all
things, also in the midst of all the sin and misery in
the world. May your will be done on earth as in

heaven, and may your kingdom come. Amen.

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Sav-
ior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that
enables him to bring everything under his control, will trans-
form our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious
body. Philippians 3:20-21, NIV

Lord our God, draw us to yourself. Draw us into the
quict that you give, where something can happen to
us and to our hearts. Help us to discern your king-
dom surrounding us and in our spirits to live in this
kingdom. Then our life will be as if in heaven, where
we need not worry or torment ourselves, where your
power is everything to us, penetrating our earthly
life, which so often weighs us down. We thank you
that you have made a way of strength, full of power
to hold us firmly, so that even when we stumble, we
cannot be turned from the goal. We thank you for all
the good that comes from you, which we cannot see
in carthly things but which can invade our hearts with

such mighty and uplifting power. Amen.
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Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your
good Spirit lead me on level ground. Psalm 143:10, NIV

Lord our God, O great and almighty One, whose
Spirit fills heaven and earth! We thank you that you
are our Father and that in you we have a refuge
wherever we must go as we serve you on earth. We
thank you that your life can be revealed in us and
can flow through us so that the world may be blest
by you, our loving and caring Father. Protect us and
strengthen us in times of trouble and sorrow. When
we travel on new paths, give us your Spirit to show
us the way, that everything may lead to the good
and to your honor. Father, through your Spirit unite
us in the unshakable hope that your will shall at
last be done on earth as in heaven. Grant that we
may rejoice in the certainty that whatever happens,
our paths are made level and firm by your love and

your faithfulness. Amen.

Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

John 11:25-26, NIV
Dear Father in heaven, to you we entrust every-
thing, for you have given us life and will call us to
resurrection. You will help your children, your man-
kind, to reach what you have called them to. Pro-
tect your Church on earth. Let her soon see your
glory. Let her sce Jesus Christ intervening in the

lives and destinies of men until, shaken and trem-
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bling, they have to recognize that they should love
and honor Jesus alone, to your honor, O Father in
heaven. We thank you for all you have given us in
your Word, which enables us to become your chil-
dren and to find your way for us on earth. Bless us
and give us the Holy Spirit. Protect us this night.

Protect us so that nothing evil can harm us. Amen.

But | trust in you, O Lord. You are my God. | am always in
your care; deliver me from my enemies and from those who
persecute me. Look on your servant with kindness; save me
in your unfailing love. Psalm 31:14-16, free

Dear Father in heaven, we turn to you. Hear our
longing, hear our hopes, hear our faith! Our future
lies in your hands. Free each heart from discour-
agement and sadness over the many evils of the
world. Make us free from earthly things, free yet
bound in spirit with you, O God. Help us on our
pilgrimage toward eternity. As we walk with you,
fill us with hope that the whole world will see the
light, for in your light alone can we find fullness of
life. Protect us and bless us through your Spirit.

Amen.

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. If you really
knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on,
you do know him and have seen him.” John 14:6-7, NIV

Lord our God, we come secking to find commu-

nity with you and ask you to keep us in your truth
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throughout all that occupies us in our daily lives.
Keep us from growing confused about truths we
have already found through the witness of your Spirit
in our hearts. Keep us in your truth so that we can
hold firmly to our course on earth under the many
hardships and burdens that try to drag us down. Help
us to remain steady and to find the path that goes
straight ahead, leading us on and on to your final

goal. Amen.

Therefore a sabbath rest still awaits the people of God. For
anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work,
just as God did from his. Let us then make every effort to
enter that rest, so that no one may fall by following the ex-
ample of disobedience and unbelief. Hebrews 4:9-11, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for everything
you have done for us, everything we think of when
we are quiet for a moment and look back. May all
that you have done remain alive in us, so that we
can look forward with open, clear-seeing eyes, aware
that our lives are in your hands and that you always
lead us to something new, great, and glorious. Again
and again you will give your Sabbath rest to your
people, to all who acknowledge you and whose task
is to work for you among men. Again and again you
will bring them your rest, until the coming of the
last and glorious Sabbath on which your kingdom

can be established. Amen.
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| know what you have done. See, | have given you a door
flung wide open, which no one can close. | know your
strength is small, yet you have kept my word and have not
denied my name. Revelation 3:8, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that you know
us all and that you look deep into our hearts, watch-
ing over us in everything we go through, whether
easy or difficult. We thank you that we do not stand
alone but that you hear the smallest sigh of each of
your children. We thank you that darkness must give
way to light, distress to joy, and fear to strength and
courage. For you lead us through everything; it is
what you bring about from your future world, not
anything within our sight, that gives us strength and
courage and that endures through everything.
We thank you from our hearts for your unending
gifts, and we are amazed that it was possible for us
to receive all this from you. Protect us and keep us
childlike, so that we remain in the fellowship that
the Lord Jesus has given us, singing praise to him

and to the glory and honor of your name. Amen.

And in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ give thanks every
day for everything to our God and Father.
Ephesians 5:20, NEB

Dear Father in heaven, accept our thanks today for
all you allow us to learn and to receive from you.
Help us, your children, to follow the Savior with a
right spirit and with true understanding, Protect us

from evil, from all the works of Satan. In our gen-
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eration may we experience your rulership and your
wonders. In the name of Jesus we pray, reveal your-
self with power. May your will be done on earth as
in heaven, that men may realize they are in your
hands and that it is your will to set everything right.
Be with us this night. Bless and strengthen us for all

the work entrusted to us. Amen.

Before they call | will answer; while they are still speaking |
will hear. Isaiah 65:24, NIV
Our great God, still hidden and yet so evident and
near, we thank you that you are at work in us before
we think of asking. We thank you that you hold us
by the hand and lead us before we are aware of it.
Stay with us in this way and awaken our hearts at
the right moment, that we are not surprised by the
painful things we experience but can be prepared at
all times to watch and pray, trusting that we are not
forsaken in the constant strife on this earth. Grant
us hope, O God, that the time is coming when all
men will hear the proclamation, “See, a new heaven
and a new earth, because you have learned to see

God’s honor in everything” Amen.

He ransoms me unharmed from the battle waged against
me, even though many oppose me. Psalm 55:18, NIV

Dear Father in heaven, grant that we may come into
your presence as your children. Give to us all that

we need each day, so that we are no longer caught
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in the turmoil of life but can receive your peace.
For you care for us as your children, and we are
allowed to go confidently through all the troubles
of these times because our way leads to you, the
cternal Father in heaven. Keep us from going astray
and from spending our efforts on what is temporal
and cannot last. Let your light strengthen us in what
is of heaven, in what is eternally true for our lives.

Amen.

Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning,
like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding
banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can im-
mediately open the door for him. Luke 12:35-36, NIV
Lord our God, we wait in expectation. Even in the
great distress on earth, we wait in longing for your
day to come, for the pangs of death to pass, so that
your kingdom may arise and the reign of Jesus Christ
may spread over the whole world in power and
glory. May your promise be fulfilled and your will
be done on earth. May there always be people who
believe and who pray in faith, “Lord God, come!
Come, Lord God. Men do not understand how to
live. Send us Jesus Christ, the Savior, Lord, and
Judge of the dead and the living. Put an end to sin
and death!”We thank you for giving us this faith and
for letting us pray at all times, “Come, Lord Jesus.
Yes, come soon, Lord Jesus!”We ask you to protect
us in this faith. Bring this faith to fulfillment for the

glory of your name. Amen.
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| wait in hope for your salvation, O Lord.  Genesis 49:18, free

Lord our God, help us in these days that are so dif-
ficult for us. Help us never to lose our expectation
of the time that is to come, the time of Jesus Christ,
Lord of heaven and carth. Strengthen us, we pray,
and strengthen those all over the world who have to
endure great suffering, especially the destitute and
the dying. May your heavenly hosts come down to
the many who are in misery, so that your name is
praised in life and in death, in whatever we have to
go through. For we shall praise you, no matter what
happens now or in the days ahead. May your glory
remain in our hearts, with the joy that you, O God,

are the Father of all men. Amen.

All this only confirms for us the message of the prophets, the
prophetic Word. You will do well to pay attention to it, be-
cause it is like a lamp shining in a dark place until the day
dawns and the light of the morning star shines in your hearts.

2 Peter 1:19, free

Lord God, we thank you for giving us light here on
earth, where it is so often completely dark. But in
the darkness the name of Jesus Christ shines out as
the prophetic Word: “Be comforted. After darkness
comes light, after night comes day!” We thank you
for this light. In joy we thank you, for we have ex-
perienced that Jesus lives and comes to meet each
one, bringing victory over enemy powers. In the
name of Jesus Christ and in his name alone we ask

you to remember the needs of our time. We do not
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want anything that comes from ourselves. We do
not want any earthly peace. We want your peace,
Lord God, the peace in which everything becomes
new, born anew even in suffering, to the eternal

glory of your name. Amen.

When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid
his right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid. | am the first
and the last, the living one. | was dead, and behold | am alive
forevermore, and | hold the keys of Death and Hades.”

Revelation 1:17-18, free

Lord our God, we thank you with all our hearts
that Jesus Christ still lives today and that we may
believe in him and call upon him as our Savior. We
thank you for him who sees to the depths of our
human misery and calls right into the midst of it,
“Do not be afraid. I am with you. I live. I am your
helper. No matter how insignificant you are, fear
not, for I, Jesus Christ, shine into all the darkness,
even into the darkness of sin and death, into all the
judgment that has fallen or is still to come upon
men.” Praise to your name, Lord our God! You
are great and almighty and beyond our understand-
ing. But you have sent us the Savior whom we can
understand, and we rejoice that we may have com-

munity with him in your presence. Amen.

How good it is to give thanks to you, O Lord, to sing in your
honor, O Most High God, to proclaim your constant love
every morning, and your faithfulness every night.

Psalm 92:1-2, TEV
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We thank you, Lord our God. How much good you
have poured out on us throughout our lives! And
how much we should thank you every day! We thank
you that again and again we feel your help and know
that you can fill our earthly life with what is of
heaven. May your kingdom come over the whole
world, for all men are longing for faith and for mercy
and are to be gathered into your house under the
staff of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Watch over
us during the night. May your help go far and wide
into the whole world. Stand by those who call upon
you, even when they do not understand how they
should pray. Help us and grant that the Savior may

come, to the glory of your name. Amen.

You answered me when | called to you; with your strength
you strengthened me. Psalm 138:3, TEV

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that we are
your children and that your eyes watch over us and
see all that is in our hearts. You hear the request of
each heart, and you will answer at the right time.
Stretch out your strong hand to us, for we are weak
and often heavy-hearted, not knowing what to do
nor how to find you. But you are with us in every
need in spite of all our faults and shortcomings. You
are with us; you lead us through everything to our
life’s true goal, until each of us can rejoice over
all you have done, to the praise of your name, our
Father. Amen.
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You have made known to me the path of life; in your pres-
ence is fullness of joy, at your right hand are pleasures for-
evermore. Psalm 16:11, free
Dear Father in heaven, you show us the way of life;
in your presence is fullness of joy, and at your right
hand is delight forever. In your presence we want
to rejoice together as your children, under your pro-
tection. May we become firm in every part of our
life on earth. Grant that soon something of your
kingdom, of your heaven, may encircle us like a
blessing, enabling us to fight on in joy and exulta-
tion. We entrust ourselves to you, our faithful and

loving God, and we thank you. Amen.

The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times
of trouble. Those who acknowledge your name may trust in
you, for you, Lord, never forsake those who seek you.

Psalm 9:9-10, free

Lord our God, we look to you in our many needs,
in the distress of our hearts, in the anguish of the
whole world. We beseech you, let light come to
your people everywhere on earth to bring them your
help and your victory. Remember the wretched,
the sick, the poor. Let your living strength come to
them so that they can bear their sufferings and hold
out joyfully to the end. Remember us all, O Lord
our God, for we all need you. We are weak and poor
and cannot go forward alone. Your Spirit must help
us. May the Savior come to us, and may his grace

and his power be born in our hearts. Amen.
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He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down
and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from
me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  Luke 22:41-42, NIV
Dear Father in heaven, we lift our eyes to you. You
allow earthly events to follow their own course, and
even your own Son had to suffer and die. But your
plan is already prepared and you will act in our time
according to your will. We pray, “Your will be done,
your will!” In the midst of all the suffering let your
love be revealed in many places, wherever it is pos-
sible for people to understand it. You have always
protected us; protect us still. You have done much
for us and we want to praise your name. We want to
be people who always acknowledge you and praise
you, for you will never let any be lost who hope in
you. Be with us this night, help us, and send us the
strength we need to serve you, also in our everyday

life. Amen.
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“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11, NIV
Lord Jesus, we look to you on the throne beside
your Father in heaven and ask that you be Lord
of peace in our hearts. Help us to overcome our-
selves again and again and to remain at peace. Then
your will may be done in your disciples, a power of
peace may be around us that goes out into the whole
world, and your name may be glorified on carth.
For you are Lord of peace, and we await you. In
difficult times faith and hope will take hold in our
hearts all the more firmly, to your glory, Lord Jesus.
For you will suddenly come according to your
promise as the One who does God’s will on carth

among all men. Amen.

I cry to you, O Lord, and say, “You are my refuge; you are all
I have in the land of the living.” Psalm 142:5, free
Lord our God, we seck your light and pray that you
shed your light upon us so that we live not only on
carth but in you, the eternal and living One. May

our lives be drawn into eternity, to the praise of
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your name, O Father. May we take your Word to
heart so that we can become true men, able to bear
everything in your name and to remain in the love
you want to give us. Rouse us to become true men
at the side of Jesus Christ our Savior, who has been
patient in all things with all men. Be with us at all
times, Lord our God.You are our help and our ref-

uge. Amen.

For what credit is there if when you do wrong, you patiently
3 endure the beating you deserve? But if you endure suffering
when you have done right, you have God's approval. It was
to this that God called you, for Christ himself suffered for
you and left you an example, that you should follow in his
steps. 1 Peter 2:20-21, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that the Savior
has been with us on the earth and that in our day we
can still follow him and wait for your will and your
rulership. For you are Almighty God, and your king-
dom must come, your will must be done, and all
promises be fulfilled. Carry out your will, we ask
and beseech you. Establish your kingdom among all
nations, even if today this is possible with only a
few. For through your working, hearts can change
so that your name may be praised and all promises
may be fulfilled. Thanks be to you for allowing us
to live in such great hope. Stay by us in our work
on earth so that it may be done in your service. In
every situation deepen our longing for the Savior to
come and establish your kingdom. Be with us dur-
ing the night and bless us in your great goodness

and faithfulness. Amen.
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And he said, “My presence will go with you, and | will give
you rest.” Exodus 33:14, RSV

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for guiding us
on all our ways with power from on high. We thank
you that again and again you have led us through the
darkness on a path of light. Looking back, we cannot
be thankful enough. May our hearts turn to you and
be filled with quiet certainty in all we are still await-
ing. Remember us and remember the many who lie
under heavy bondage. Let the time come when you
will bring a great deliverance to those who are in
darkness. Then we can find meaning for our lives
in all that happens, knowing that you have been
faithful in everything You have done more than we

asked, more than we can understand. Amen.

| am unworthy of all the steadfast love and faithfulness you
have shown to me, your servant. | had nothing but the staff
in my hand when | crossed the Jordan, but now | have be-
come two Companies. Genesis 32:10, free

Lord our God, we are not worthy of all the mercy
and faithfulness you show to us. We thank you for
your love and ask you to keep our hearts united in
the hope we have together for all things. Keep our
hearts united, that again and again we can receive
something new from your mighty hand. Keep us
true to the calling you have given us. Let light shine
out into the world, right into the dark places. Re-
member those all over the world who are sighing

to you, longing that in your great and wonderful
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goodness light may come to the peoples and to the

nations through some deed from your hand. Amen.

I heard a loud voice proclaiming from the throne: “Now at last
God has his dwelling among men! He will dwell among them
and they shall be his people, and God himself will be with
them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes; there shall be an
end to death, and to mourning and crying and pain; for the
old order has passed away!” Revelation 21:3-4, NEB
Lord our God, we look to you and to Jesus Christ
our Savior. Continually renew your grace and your
power in our lives, we pray. Renew your grace and
power, that we may have light even in dark and dis-
tressing times and through the Savior may overcome
as we wait faithfully for your kingdom. Help us to
be ready to take anything upon ourselves, to serve
you with body and soul, with all we have and are.
May we belong to the hosts of those who go to meet
you, who wait for your coming kingdom, which will
bring comfort to the world and to all people who
now suffer and grieve. O Lord our God, have mercy
on our times and on our world. Grant that with
thanks and praise we may soon see the signs of the

fulfillment of your promises. Amen.

We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. I John 4:13, NIV
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you with all our
hearts because we know you are holding us by your
hand and leading us on all our ways, in spite of all

contradiction, strife, distress, and confusion within
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ourselves. What are all these compared to your love,
which does not let us go but watches over us and
finally brings us to what is good? Release us from
our many burdens. Free our spirits and our souls
more and more until we can do nothing but give
praise and thanks with heart, soul, and strength for

all you are to us. Amen.

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble...The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge. Psalm 46:1, 7, RSV

Lord, Almighty God of heaven and earth, grant that
we may come to you as your children. For you have
chosen us through the gospel, and Jesus Christ has
obtained mercy for us so that in you we have a ref-
uge in disturbed and evil times. We turn to your
Word, Lord God, rejoicing that again and again the
whole of Christendom is led back to your Word.
Strengthen all those who serve your Word, who
look to you and to the grace of Jesus Christ. Grant
that everywhere we may have hope and joy in the
redemption you will bring in every situation, also
in our ordinary practical life. Grant that through
this redemption the earth may proclaim your praise
and honor your name, your kingdom may come,

and your will be done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

No longer will the sun be your light by day or the moon be
your light by night. The Lord will be your everlasting light,
your God will be your glory. Isaiah 60:19, free
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Lord, our God and Father, we thank you that in all
the misery and night on earth you have let your hope
dawn as a light shining for all your people — all who
honor your name, all who dwell in Jesus Christ
through forgiveness of sins and through resurrec-
tion to a new life. Praise to your name. Praise to
Jesus Christ. Praise to the Holy Spirit, who can com-
fort, teach, and guide our hearts. O Father in heaven,
we can never thank you enough that we are allowed
to be a people full of grace, full of hope, and full of
confidence that your kingdom is coming at last to
bring salvation and peace for the whole world.

Amen.

O that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When the
Lord restores the fortunes of his people, Jacob shall rejoice,
Israel shall be glad. Psalm 14:7, free

Lord our God, our Father in heaven, bless us who
have become united in our hope in you and in our
expectation of your help on this earth, where people
live in all kinds of foolish ways. Bless your Word
within us. Grant us your Holy Spirit to restore life
and gladness to our hearts, even in grief and suffer-
ing. Grant this not only in the distress of the whole
world, but also in our own lives as long as we remain
on this earth. Let signs be seen on every hand that
you help us and give us a strength we can rely on.
You help us in all circumstances every day, every
year, ever anew. For this we thank you and praise

your name. Amen.
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For you have died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory. Colossians 3:3-4, free

Lord our God, we thank you for making us into a
community whose refuge and certainty is Jesus
Christ. We thank you that he will not remain hid-
den from us forever; his life will be revealed, per-
haps soon, in our times. Lord God, how long, how
long have your children waited! Now a new time is
coming, the end of this age, and we rejoice in this
even if you must also judge and punish. No matter
what happens, we are at peace. We live in your fu-
ture, in the future of Jesus Christ, in the great day
when mankind will receive the Spirit and their old
works will come to an end. Be with us. Bless us this
night and help us in what we have most on our
hearts. We have so much on our hearts, but you see
everything and you know our needs. Lord God, your
grace will overcome all earthly troubles, and your
name will be glorified on earth if only there is a
church that believes and truly awaits your help.
Praise to your name! You have done immeasurably

much for us and you will do even more. Amen.

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my
word. Then my Father will love him, and we will come to
him and make our home with him.” John 14:23, free

Lord our God, we thank you that we can be chil-
dren of your Spirit. We thank you that because you

have called us, we receive cternal gifts that enable
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us to stand firm even when many sorrows and bur-
dens weigh us down. For you are our life, and in all
the darkness, even that of death, you give us light
and strength and joyful hope. Keep these alive in us.
May an ever brighter light shine on all that you have
already put into our hearts, on all that draws us daily

to you. Amen.

The God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness!” is the

same God who made his light shine in our hearts, to bring us

the knowledge of God’s glory shining in the face of Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:6, free

Lord our God, whose light shines out of the dark-
ness and gleams brightly into our hearts, we thank
you for all the goodness you allow us to see. We
want to see your goodness clearly and have confi-
dence in it, no matter how much around us is dark
and disquicting. We want to remain firm and full of
trust, looking to what you have put into our hearts
so that we may come to know you. Be with us with
your Spirit. Lead us to realize ever more clearly that

we are made for your honor. Amen.

Therefore, since we are justified through faith, let us grasp
the fact that we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have access to God's grace, where
we firmly stand, and we rejoice in our hope of experiencing
the glory of God. Romans 5:1-2, free

Lord our God, almighty and holy One, whose glory

shines upon the earth so that we may find joy in you
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and may live rejoicing in all your loving-kindness,
spread out your hands in blessing over all men.
Spread your blessing over the happy and the sad,
over the courageous and the weak. Shepherd them
in your love, in the great grace you have given
through Jesus Christ, confirmed in us through the
Holy Spirit. Do not let us men remain degraded
and worthless. Lift our hearts above what is transi-
tory, for you have given us something eternal to
live by. Help us every day so that we can reach the
goal you have set for us, for many others, and fi-

nally for all peoples of the earth. Amen.

Know that the Lord is God! It is he who made us, and not
we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pas-
ture.

Psalm 100:3, free

Father in heaven, may we recognize and acknowl-
edge that you are God. You have made us, and not
we ourselves, to be your people and the sheep of
your pasture. Baptize us with the truth we need
throughout our lives. Give us the gift to discern who
we are and what we should become. Free our eyes
from all deception so that we can no longer delude
ourselves with short-lived, earthly things. Clear our
eyes to see what is eternal in and around us. Make
us children, true children, who awake to exult and
rejoice in what is childlike and who give thanks to
you, O God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
John 17:3, NIV

Lord God, we thank you that you have revealed life
in Jesus Christ. Grant that we may enter this life
through the grace you have given us to recognize
Jesus Christ as our Lord, to believe in him, and to
hope for all the good still to come as the fruit of his
suffering and resurrection. May the glory of the Liv-
ing One be revealed to the dead throughout the
whole world so that even the dead and the unbe-
lieving may be awakened and see his life. Keep us
true to what you have given us. Strengthen our faith
and endurance in all our trials. Let your name soon
be honored among all people so that hatred may
cease and the coming of your great day may be fore-
told in changed hearts and changed thoughts. Pro-
tect us this night. Bless us and help us again and

again as you have promised. Amen.

Let us, then, hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we have
a great High Priest who has gone into the very presence of
God — Jesus, the Son of God. Our High Priest is not one who
cannot feel sympathy for our weaknesses. On the contrary,
we have a High Priest who was tempted in every way that
we are, but did not sin. Hebrews 4:14-15, TEV

Dear Father in heaven, we look to Jesus Christ, who
is at your right hand, through whom you have prom-

ised help for the whole world. Unite us with him so
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that we may receive authority to help men accord-
ing to your will. May your name be kept holy among
us, for your children have every reason to rejoice
in the Savior you have given them. We thank you
for everything you have shown to those who be-
lieve in you. We pray to you, hasten the time when
your day shall come with glory, the day when you
will give the glory to Jesus Christ, when he will
reign and triumph over all evil and bring the peace
you have always wanted to give the world. We wait

and long for this. Amen.

When we cry, “Abba! Father!” the Spirit of God joins with
our spirit in testifying that we are God's children; and if chil-
dren, then heirs. We are God's heirs and Christ’s fellow heirs,
if we share his sufferings now in order to share his splendor
hereafter. Romans 8:15b—17, free
Lord our God, Father of us all, grant that we may
know something of you in our hearts. Each one of
us is different, with his own particular needs, but
we are all your children and should all become chil-
dren of your Spirit. Then even in the difficulties of
life, in the many struggles, temptations, and sor-
rows, we can keep up our courage and remain in
the Spirit, who is victorious in every aspect of life.
Protect and strengthen us on all our ways. We praise
you for all you have done and for all the help you

have given us. Amen.

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW . .BLUMHARDTS.COM



19

20

MAY

I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my
fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, where | find
refuge. He is my shield, and my salvation.  Psalm 18:1-2, free
Lord our God, we thank you that we have often felt
you close to us. We thank you that you are near us
and that you strengthen the weak. Remember us
and give each one the help he needs to be true to
his calling. Remember all mankind and grant that
we may go forward in spirit and in truth. Give new
light to the peoples who are still in great darkness.
Let your kingdom and your reign be revealed and

your name at last be honored by all. Amen.

Such prayer is right, and approved by God our Saviour, whose
will it is that all men should find salvation and come to know
the truth. 1 Timothy 2:3-4, NEB

Lord our God, give us your Spirit, we pray, that
we may learn to understand what we are and what
tasks you have set for us. We thank you for all the
light you give us. Grant that we and many others
may come closer to knowledge of the truth and
be at peace about all that belongs in your hands, our
Father in heaven. Keep us now and forevermore
in your almighty hand. May we know your good-
ness and the blessing it brings. For through your
goodness we can endure even the hardest days and

be victorious in the battle of life. Amen.
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| am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the
Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness
from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by
faith.” Romans 1:16-17, NIV
Lord our God, you have revealed your righteous-
ness to us in the gospel, your righteousness that
comes to us through faith and continues in faith.
Grant that we may understand your righteousness
and live by it even in a crooked generation. Then
to our joy the gospel will bear fruit. Protect us in
the midst of temptation and conflicting opinions
so that we are raised above them and remain free,
with our thoughts on you and your true and lov-
ing righteousness. Your righteousness gives us hope
for the many, many people who still need help to
realize that their lives are not of passing value but

of eternal worth. Amen.

| will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation
| will praise you. Psalm 22:22, NIV
Lord our God, Almighty Father in heaven, we stand
before you as your children, whom you want to
protect through the need of our time, through all
sin and death. We praise you for giving us so much
peace in an age full of trouble, and for granting us
the assurance of your help. Even when we suffer, we
do not want to remain in the darkness of suffering
but want to rise up to praise and glorify you. For

your kingdom is coming; it is already at hand. Your
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kingdom comforts and helps us and points the way
for the whole world, that your will may be done on

earth as in heaven. Amen.

They do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to it.
Sanctify them by the truth. Your Word is truth.
John 17:16-17, free

Dear God and Father of us all, sanctify us in your
truth. Your Word is truth. We come before your pres-
ence and ask you to touch us with your Spirit, to
shape our lives in the truth and in the joy of your
name. Touch us with your Spirit, that we may carry
out our tasks in your service. May your face shine
on us and on all needy people who turn to you. May
your power be given ever more fully, and may your
cause become great in the world until at last it brings

new life to all nations. Amen.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to pro-
claim the acceptable year of the Lord. Luke 4:18-19, RSV

We thank you, dear Father in heaven, for the many
times you let us experience that we do not need to
despair because of darkness, weakness, or sickness.
You hear the desires of our hearts. You love us for
all that we love when we love the Savior and when
we praise his name. Let us remain in this spirit.
Come to us with many proofs of your power, to the

glory of your name. Come in the inner quict of heart
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through which we are able to grasp what it means

for us that you are our Father in Jesus Christ. Amen.

God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, is faithful. 1 Corinthians 1:9, NIV
Lord our God, we stand before you and rejoice that
we may have fellowship with you through the Lord
Jesus Christ. Grant us the light of your Spirit. Grant
our hearts strength for life. Open for us the paths
of life, that we may find joy and hope in spite of all
the suffering we must go through on carth. Let all
mankind be entrusted to your care. Rule over them
with your power, whether they are aware of it or
not, and take world history into your hands so that

all men may receive your mercy. Amen.

How happy are those who know their need of God; the king-
dom of heaven is theirs. Matthew 5:3, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for wanting to
give us happiness and for holding our earthly life
firmly in your hands. May we have the confidence
that we are in your hands. Grant us the light of faith.
Let this light of faith guide us in material things and
help us to wait in patience until the doors open for
us to pass through according to your pleasure. So
bless us all. Bless our life. May we grow joyful and
free of heart through all that Jesus Christ gives. On
the foundation he establishes for us may your di-
vine working, your fatherly love, lift and support

us throughout our lives. Amen.
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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

2 Corinthians 13:14, RSV
Lord our God, our Father in heaven, we thank you
for letting us receive so much that is good in all
circumstances on earth. We thank you that we can
have joy in life in spite of our shortcomings, mis-
takes, and worries. You bless us with heavenly gifts,
so that rejoicing, we can walk on earth as if in heaven.
Keep the gifts of your Spirit alive in us. Keep alive
in us everything that Jesus Christ was, everything
he is, and everything he will be on earth for all
people. Amen.

You are all children of light, children of day; we do not be-
long to night or darkness. So then we must not sleep as
others do; we should be awake and sober.

1 Thessalonians 5:5-6, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that we may be
your children. We thank you that through your Spirit
our hearts may know that we are your children. Even
when everything around us becomes difficult and we
are hemmed in by darkness, we remain your chil-
dren. Even when we often do not see how we are to
go on and everything seems to be taken from us, we
remain your children. Even when sin and death sur-
round us and accuse us of being in the wrong, we still
remain your children. As your children we entrust
ourselves to your hands. In our whole life, in all our
work and activity, we dwell in what has come from

you, and we rejoice in Christ our Savior. Amen.
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But God's mercy is so abundant, and his love for us is so
great, that while we were spiritually dead in our disobedi-
ence he brought us to life with Christ. It is by God's grace
that you have been saved. In our union with Christ Jesus he
raised us up with him to rule with him in the heavenly world.

Ephesians 2:4-6, TEV
Lord our God, we thank you for allowing us to expe-
rience your power. We thank you that we need not
be occupied with material things only. We thank you
that your Spirit comes to our aid again and again.
Grant that we may continue to have your help, and
let many hearts find what a grace it is that in spirit we
may walk in heaven even during this transitory life
with all its foolish ways. We may say with complete
assurance that everything tormenting and burdening
will pass by. It passes by, and we go joyfully and con-
fidently toward your kingdom, which continually

gains in power. Amen.

Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his

holy name. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his

benefits. He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases.
Psalm 103:1-3, NIV

Lord our God, O Holy One, we thank you that we
may lay aside our own nature and be lifted in spirit
above all that is temporal and human and have joy
in you. In spite of all the evil surrounding us, in
spite of the thousandfold misery of men, we may
still rejoice in you, in all you do and will yet do for
us. Grant that we may go on rejoicing, having joy

together, helping instead of burdening each other,
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until this earth is filled with the jubilation of those
you have so richly blest. Forgive us all our sins. Heal
us in mind and body. Deliver us from all the cor-

ruption that tries to take hold of our souls. Amen.

Be sure, then, to keep in your hearts the message you heard
from the beginning. If you keep that message, then you will
always live in union with the Son and the Father. And this is
the promise that he himself gave us, the promise of eternal
life. 1 John 2:24-25, free

Lord our God, we want to find our joy in you and
in all your promises to men on earth. For you have
promised that in the midst of all the pain and
sorrow, you are preparing what pleases you and
serves your honor in the hearts of men. May we
experience in our lives the fulfillment of many of
your promises, SO that again and again we can go
forward joyfully, rising above difficult times and
situations. Have mercy on us and protect us in your

strength. Amen.
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For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven
l and gives life to the world. John 6:33, NIV

Dear Father in heaven, in your Word we trust, in
your Word of eternal life, given us in Jesus Christ
our Savior. We build on this Word of life in these
days when it seems that everything is losing strength
and value, and yet there is so much longing in men’s
hearts. You will not let our hope be disappointed.
What you have spoken must be fulfilled. What is
promised in Jesus Christ must come into being, not
only for a few but for the whole world, for which
he died and was raised from the dead. Be with us.
Keep us so fully alive that our lives reflect all the
goodness we are allowed to experience and we over-
come all the evil which tries to attack us. We thank
you for calling us to life and for renewing us again
and again. May your name be praised among us for-

ever. Amen.
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Praise the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very
great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty. He wraps
himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the heav-
ens like a tent. Psalm 104:1-2, NIV
Lord our God, our Father in heaven, with all our
hearts we want to thank you for giving us joy on
carth and for sending us your radiant light from
heaven. We praise you for the light you give our
hearts, the light that lets us find great joy together
because we become one in you, one in your Spirit,
one in awaiting your promised good. Grant that we
may be your children. May we always find the paths
where you can go with us and give us what we can-
not give ourselves. May our whole life glorify you
and our every breath belong to you. Through com-
munion with you may we remain in your safekeep-
ing in body, soul, and spirit. For all you have done
and for all you will do for us, we ask you to accept

our thanks. Amen.

So Christ came and preached the good news of peace to
all — to you Gentiles, who were far away from God, and to
the Jews, who were near to him. It is through Christ that all
of us are able to come in the one Spirit into the presence of
the Father. Ephesians 2:17-18, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for all your
goodness and for the peace you give us. Unite us as
your people, we pray. Unite us as one people with
all your children who have ever lived, as one people
with all who want to serve you. The more faithfully

and joyfully we are your people, the more blessing
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you can give. Let the material world come under
your hand. Guide your children on earth. Lead us
in such a way that others may be helped. When we
suffer, grant us strength and understanding of your

will. Protect us today and every day. Amen.

The Lord’s unfailing love and mercy still continue, Fresh as
the morning, as sure as the sunrise. The Lord is all | have, and
5o in him | put my hope. Lamentations 3:22-24, TEV
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for guiding
us, your children, here on earth. We thank you that
whatever happens to us, we can again and again find
joy because you give us what is good even when
times are evil and when we go through sorrow. We
thank you that your goodness and your faithfulness
penctrate everything, and that at last, at long last,
they penetrate our hearts. Then we can know and
be glad that your Spirit guides us. We can know we
are never alone but can receive strength to help us
in the struggle and toil of our life. Through your
help everything becomes fruitful — good and evil,
life and death, health and suffering. Everything must
serve you through the working of your Spirit. Amen.

Surely God is my salvation; | will trust and not be afraid. The
Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; he has become
my salvation. Isaiah 12:2, NIV

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that you are so
near us and that we may be near you. We thank you

that throughout our days we may be people who
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listen to you with all our hearts and minds, a listen-
ing people who can receive what is good and true
for our lives and who can witness to the power you
give us through the Savior. Protect us in all things.
Look into our hearts and into the situation of each
one of us, where many things are still faulty and
unclear. Deliver us from evil, for the kingdom shall
be yours. From you the power shall come.Your glory
shall radiate from our lives, and men shall praise

and thank you forevermore. Amen.

| will sing of the love of the Lord forever; with my mouth |
will make your faithfulness known through all generations. |
will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you es-
tablished your faithfulness in heaven itself. Psalm 89:1-2, NIV

Lord our God, gather us together in one flock to
praise you with one heart and one voice. Let this
praise ring out on carth in the midst of all the evils
that still confront us. We thank you for your protec-
tion, for all the help and deliverance you give us.
We thank you for the hope you put into our hearts.
We thank you for the hope that we may yet sce great
things done through the working of your Spirit, for
us your children and for all peoples and nations.
For your love will not rest until life on earth has

come into your hands and all may rejoice. Amen.
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Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all gen-
erations. Before the mountains were born or you brought
forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlast-
ing you are God. Psalm 90:1-2, NIV
Lord our God, our refuge forever, bless us who have
gathered in your presence and who turn to you in
all distress, not only in our personal need but also
in the distress of the nations and peoples of the whole
world. Grant that we may be your children, with a
simple faith that gives us strength to go on working
even when life is bitterly hard. We thank you for
giving us so much grace, for helping us and never
forsaking us, so that again and again we can find joy
and can glorify and praise you, our Father. May your
name be praised from heaven above and among us
here below. May your name be praised by all people
throughout the world, and may everyone on earth
acknowledge you and receive all that they need from

you. Amen.

The hope of the righteous ends in joy, but the expectation of
the wicked comes to nothing. Proverbs 10:28, free
Lord our God, we wait for you night and day. We
believe in you and we long for your righteousness.
You will answer our prayer. Bless us, we pray. May
your name be kept holy and your kingdom come.
O Lord our God, may your will be done among
the nations. May your will be done in each of us and

be plainly seen in men, as it is in heaven. Look upon

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



10

JUNE

the nations. Watch over all mankind. Let a new path
be broken so that a peace that passes all understand-
ing may come, a peace from you, the Lord our God.

Amen.

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, he is mighty to save; he
will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his
love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of
festival. Zephaniah 3:17, free

Lord our Savior, you are our Lord and our Helper.
Show yourself again and again in our hearts as the
Savior who is strong to help us even in difficult
times. Remember the many people who sigh to
you. Guide them into the protection of the al-
mighty God. Even if they suffer pain and distress
and have to go through fear and anxiety, even if
they die, Lord Jesus, you are comfort and help. In
everything life brings us you will show yourself as
the One who does the will of God and who car-

ries it out for us on earth. Amen.

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face
shine upon us. May his ways be known on earth, his saving
power among all nations. Psalm 67:1-2, free
Lord, Almighty God, you are our Father and we are
your children, who want to live for you through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Strengthen and renew our
hearts. When discouragement and fear try to mis-

lead us, may your Holy Spirit help us again and again
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to hold fast, for no matter what difficulties arise,
your will is being done and your will is good. Your
name will be honored. Your kingdom will come
for all nations. Your reign will come over all peoples,
for they are all yours and must acknowledge that
Jesus Christ is the Lord, to your honor, O Father.

Amen.

Your steadfast love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, your
faithfulness to the skies...How precious is your unfailing love,
O God! The children of men find refuge in the shadow of
your wings. Psalm 36:5, 7, free
Lord our God, we turn our hearts and minds to
you. Be with us and grant us your Spirit. May your
Word be a blessing for us. We thank you that this
Word is given us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Al-
mighty God, stretch out your hand over the whole
world. Let your Spirit bring a new age, an age of
truth, righteousness, and love, an age of peace that
comes from you. O Lord God, we are your chil-
dren, and as your children we pray to you in the
name of Jesus Christ. You will hear us, and we look
forward with joy to the time when all promises will
be fulfilled, the time spoken about by the prophets,
and especially by your Son, Jesus Christ. Be with us

and gather us in your Spirit. Amen.
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And when he comes, he will prove to the people of the
world that they are wrong about sin and about what is right
and about God’s judgment. They are wrong about sin, be-
cause they do not believe in me; they are wrong about what
is right, because | am going to the Father and you will not
see me any more; and they are wrong about judgment,
because the ruler of this world has already been judged.
John 16:8-11, TEV

Lord our God, we thank you that throughout our
lives you continually renew your Spirit in us. We
thank you that your Spirit enables us to understand
Jesus Christ and to follow him all our days on earth.
Bless us, and let the revelation of your Spirit come
to the world, to the people of all nations, a new
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in each heart. But there
must still be punishment for sin. For the sake of
justice the world has to suffer punishment through
judgment. For you, Almighty God, are Lord, and
not even Satan, the prince of this world, can act
against your will. You will carry out your will
through the Holy Spirit. Our task is simply to fol-
low Jesus all our days. This shall be our joy, this
priceless gift of following the Lord Jesus. Praise to
your name that we have him and his witness in the
gospel every day. Praise to your name that every
day, even through great distress, we can joyfully fol-
low him in the strength of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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| have not kept the news of salvation hidden in my heart; |
have proclaimed your faithfulness and saving power. In the
assembly of all your people | have not been silent about your
unfailing love and truth. Psalm 40:10, free

Lord our God, in the grace of Jesus Christ we turn
to you, our Father in heaven and on earth, for we
know your truth and your saving power. Grant that
men may learn to look upward to you in faith and
in trust that your will is being done on earth, even
though so much seems to be the work of men alone.
But your will is behind everything and we put our-
selves under your will. We hope in your will. In
your will we are certain that everything will be made

right and good, to the glory of your name. Amen.

For our love for God means that we obey his commands.
And his commands are not too hard for us, because every
child of God is able to overcome the world. And we win the
victory over the world by means of our faith. Who can over-
come the world? Only the person who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God. 1 John 5:3-5, free

Lord our God, in the grace of Jesus Christ we pray
to you that your will may be done for us and for all
the world. Through Jesus Christ grant us faith that
you love us, faith that we may live in your love, that
we may hope in your love every day and have peace
on earth, where there is so much unrest and trouble.
Keep us firm and constant, remaining in your peace
and in the inner quiet you give us because Jesus
Christ has overcome the world. He has truly over-

come, and this fills us with joy. We praise you, Al-
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mighty God, that you have sent Jesus Christ and
that he has overcome the world. We praise you that
he has overcome all evil, sin, and death, and that we

may rejoice at all times in your presence. Amen.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning
him. He cries out, saying, “This is he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, for he was before me."”
From the fullness of his grace we have all received one bless-
ing after another. John 1:14-16, free
Lord God, help us who are allowed to hear your
Word. Help us come with all our hearts to the Sav-
ior, who leads us into your arms. Hear our pleading
and let your countenance shine over the world. Send
a new age soon, a new salvation to the earth, to
the glory of your name. Show us that what we have
learned about you is the truth and that we may live
in the truth and find the way through to heaven, to
the glory of your name. Hear us, O Lord our God.
Often it seems that you are far away. But we know
that our voices still reach you and that those
roused by your Holy Spirit will become your work-
ers for the Lord Jesus. Send your Spirit soon, O
Lord God. Send the Comforter, who leads us into
all light and all truth. We entrust ourselves and our
daily lives to you. We want to be faithful. Help us to
be your children, to remember at every step that
we belong to you, Lord God. No matter how dark
it is on earth, help us remember that we are with

you, your children in eternity. Amen.
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In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, |
would have told you. | am going there to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, | will come back
and take you to be with me that you also may be where |
am.

John 14:2-3, NIV

Lord God, we thank you that you have upheld us
and brought us to the Savior. Help us to remember
this truth through your Holy Spirit, and constantly
remind us while still on earth to live in heaven with
all your angels. We are helpless without you. Your
Spirit alone can overcome our sinful nature so that
we never forget to be in heaven with the Savior now

and in eternity. Amen.

The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. You must
change your hearts and your minds. Repent and believe the
good news. Mark 1:15, free
Lord our God, we come into your presence and bow
down before you, the Almighty. We come before you
and repent, believing in you and in your will to save
us. Your will to save goes out over the whole world,
over the whole godless world, that all may repent
and be redeemed. Grant us the thoughts of your heart
so that we may begin to understand your will. We
dedicate ourselves to you, the holy, just, righteous,
and merciful God. Grant that we may be your chil-
dren, led and guided by you every day. Turn our hearts
to you so that you can make us more and more as
you want us to be. Turn our hearts to you until your
goal of atonement and redemption is reached through

the quiet working of your almighty power. Amen.

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



18

19

JUNE

Do not be ashamed then of witnessing for our Lord; neither
be ashamed of me, a prisoner for Christ's sake. Instead, take
your part in suffering for the gospel, as God gives you the
strength. He saved us and called us to a holy life, not be-
cause of anything we have done, but because of his own
purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus
before the beginning of time. 2 Timothy 1:8-9, free

Lord our God, radiant, light giving, and almighty
God through all the ages, be with us in our time too.
Strengthen the grace we have received from Jesus
Christ, and let it be known over all the world so that
your name may be honored everywhere. Bless us, we
pray, and let your blessing spread from us to others,
to the glory of your name. Grant that the good may
be strengthened in us, the good you have let us hear
about for so many years. May everything that belongs
to your Word come alive in us and in the world. May
your blessing be on our actions, for we want to re-
main under your blessing, to the glory of your righ-

teousness and truth. Amen.

For the mountains may move and the hills shake, but my
steadfast love shall never fail, and my covenant of peace shall
not be removed. So says the Lord, who has compassion on
you. Isaiah 54:10, free
Lord, O great and almighty God, we thank you that
you have given us the Savior, in whom we can be-
come united and have peace on earth. May he, the
Savior, work powerfully among men. May your
Spirit come into men’s hearts so that they learn to
acknowledge you as their leader and their God and

to rejoice in their lives, which are intended for
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cternal life. Bless us through your Word and through
all the good you do for us. Constantly renew and
strengthen us in faith and in patience through the grace
you send us. Remember all the peoples who should
become yours in the name of Jesus Christ. May they
all confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the honor
of God the Father. We praise you for the promise you
have given us of a wonderful new day of help for all
men. We praise you that you have created all men to
recognize their true calling and their way to salvation.

Amen.

But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on
faith and love as a breastplate and the hope of salvation for
a helmet. For God has not destined us to the terrors of judg-
ment, but to the full attainment of salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:8-9, free
Lord God Almighty, bring in the day, the day of
Jesus Christ, through whom we shall be united. Then
we shall recognize cach other as fellow men, as
brothers and sisters, and we shall have peace on
earth. Give your Spirit anew, O Lord our God. Free
and enlighten men’s hearts so that they acknowl-
edge the Word you have given them and hold fast to
all your promises, even in dark and troubled times.
Be with us. Be with our people. Help us in our times,
O Lord God. We wait for you. We await your peace,
a new peace — not the old peace, not a return to
comfort and selfish desires, but your peace — which
shall bring us into the life of heaven, where we find
Jesus Christ, the Living One, our Shepherd and

Leader. Amen.
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Father! You have given them to me, and | want them to be
with me where | am, so that they may see my glory, the glory
you gave me; for you loved me before the world was made.

John 17:24, TEV
Lord our God, we thank you that you have revealed
your glory in your Son Jesus Christ. We thank you
that today we can still see and feel the glorious
grace which streams out from Jesus Christ in his
victory over the world, the powerful help which
benefits all men who find faith. Grant that a fur-
ther glory may be revealed, faith dwelling in the
hearts of men, faith that can conquer all the need
and suffering on earth, faith that is the power to
look to you, to become inwardly quiet in you, and
to hope in you at all times. Then your help will
come quickly, more quickly than we can imagine.
It will come on us unawares, for the Savior has said,
“See, I shall come quickly.” We want to hope and

believe and trust till the end. Amen.

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent
me, | am sending you.” John 20:21, NIV
Lord our God, in the name of Jesus Christ, who is
close at our side as the risen and living One, we lift
our eyes to you in prayer. Bless us. Bless us through
your Word, and let our hearts become quiet in you.
Free us from all restlessness and from the turmoil
of the present age, for we belong to you, not to the
world. We want to find peace in you and remain in

you. You will care for us as your children, whom
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you will never forget in all eternity. Bless us and
renew the riches of your grace in us every day, for

you, O Lord our God, remain our Father. Amen.

To crown all, there must be love, which binds everything
together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful. Colossians 3:14-15, free

Lord our God, grant your peace in our hearts. Grant
that we may be your children, allowed to serve you
in true peace through the forgiveness of sins. Turn
your eyes to the world and its sin, that something
new may come for all who are deeply unhappy,
groaning under the anguish of their lives. Your
mercy is great, your compassion is beyond mea-
sure. For Jesus Christ’s sake you will bring into the
world the salvation that is promised. You will bring
the great day of Jesus Christ the Savior, who has
shed his blood for us. He can come to those now in
need and misery, bringing his peace and his power
into their hearts so that even death turns into life
and everything serves your praise and glory, Lord
our God and Father in heaven. Bless us and bless
our nation. May life from heaven grow in those who
understand you and who are to be your people. May
your will be done, Lord God, until your kingdom
comes in its fullness and all the world may see that
Jesus Christ is the Lord, to your glory, O God our
Father. Amen.
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I lift up my eyes to you, to you whose throne is in heaven. As
the eyes of slaves look to the hand of their master, as the
eyes of a maid look to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes
look to the Lord our God, till he shows us his mercy.

Psalm 123:1-2, NIV
Lord our God, we lift our hearts to you, our help in
every need. You do so much for us even in difficult
times, letting us always see your light and giving us
your help in the many things you want us to bear
in your strength, O Almighty God. In the end you
will help our age come to your light. Through your
great mercy let us receive your Word. Bless it within
our hearts, and help us to serve you everywhere we

go and in everything we are allowed to do. Amen.

May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by
means of your faith in him, so that your hope may overflow
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13, free
Lord our God, grant us courageous hearts, we pray.
Grant that we may always find our strength and sup-
port in you and may bear with joy whatever the
present days bring us. No matter how much evil
occurs, we know that your peace is already prepared.
We await your peace, and we are allowed to believe
that everything will turn out according to your will
and according to the good you have prepared for
your people on earth. For in faith your people over-

come the world, and at last through their faith others
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come the world, and at last through their faith others
too may receive something from you and may lift
their eyes to you, the God of truth, of justice, of
salvation, and of peace. Be with us every day, Lord
God. Help us. Bless us, and bless all who try to
bring help where it is needed. Let us praise your

name forevermore! Amen.

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that
you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:3, NIV

O Lord our God, grant that we may have fellow-
ship with you every day. May our hearts be ready
to fulfill your commandments and to do what you
want in all things. Hear our prayer. Hear and an-
swer when we pray for the nations, for the whole
world, and let your holy will be done. Remember
all who are in distress, and lead them on the right
way. May we go with joyful hearts wherever you
lead us. Your name will be our help, your glory will
come, and the world will be full of your love, your

power, and your splendor. Amen.

But just as the One who called you is holy, be holy yourselves
in all you do. For it is written, “Be holy, because | am holy.”

1 Peter 1:15-16, free
Lord God, help us to be holy as you are holy, and
free us from all the carthly things that try to tor-

ment us. Grant us your Spirit so that we do what is
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right. May we always hold your hand confidently.
Protect your children everywhere on earth, and help
them do what is right even if the whole world does
what is wrong, Help us, so that all we do becomes
holy and pleasing in your sight. Let your grace grow
among us and among the nations, and let your hand
be strong to bring in your day, your day when every-
thing is made new. May your name be kept holy,
your kingdom come, and your will be done on carth

as in heaven. Amen.

All of creation waits with eager longing for God to reveal his
sons. For creation was condemned to lose its purpose, not of
its own will, but because God willed it to be so. Yet there
was the hope that creation itself would one day be set free
from its slavery to decay and would share the glorious free-
dom of the children of God. Romans 8:19-21, TEV
Lord God, we thank you for all you reveal in your
creation so that our lives may be fruitful. Reveal your
wisdom and strength among people everywhere so
that death and destruction do not have their way, but
your will, your love, your mercy shall prevail. Let
our age learn that power belongs to you and not to
men, and that you will at last fulfill all your prom-
ises of good. Your day of justice and holiness will break
in, and all misery will be removed through your great
mercy. Watch over us as you have done till this hour,
and keep us safe during the night. Be present and
carry out your will wherever there is misfortune.

May your will be done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



29

30

JUNE

But I will sing of your strength, in the morning | will sing of
your love; for you are my fortress, my refuge in times of
trouble. O my Strength, | sing praise to you; you, O God, are
my fortress, my loving God. Psalm 59:16-17, NIV
Lord God, we glorify your name. How we wish our
voices could ring out over all the world, telling of
the great things you have done for us, praising you
that we can come to you in Jesus Christ, that we
can worship, honor, and thank you for all your good-
ness! Safeguard all your children so that they hold
to faith and remain true to the message of the gos-
pel. May we thank and praise you for all you have
done this day and for your working in the hearts of
many people who are still unknown to us. Your
Spirit rules and calls people, to bring them to you,
the Father in heaven. Watch over us and continue to
bless us. Help us who belong to your people, and
protect us through the night. Amen.

At that time Jesus said, “| praise you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the
wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.”

Matthew 11:25, NIV

Lord our God, we thank you for your Word, which
is light and strength to us. We thank you for all you
give us. We thank you that we may be counted
among the simple-hearted, among the children. We
do not want to be anything great in the world. We
want only to be with you as your children, helpless
little children, watched over by you, the Creator
and Father of all men. Grant us your blessing. Help
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us in all that is good and right, also in our daily work,
so that we can be your children and do what you
have commanded. May your name be honored at all
times, your kingdom come, and your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us the wrong we have done as we forgive
those who have wronged us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is
the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and

ever. Amen.
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People will come from east and west, from north and south,
for the feast in the kingdom of God. Yes, and some who are
now last will be first, and some who are first will be last.
Luke 13:29-30, free
Dear Father in heaven, Almighty God, grant that
the nations come under your rule, under your judg-
ment from morning to evening, from east to west,
from north to south. For your will must be done, and
your name must be honored among all nations.
Yours alone is the kingdom; all kingdoms belong
to you. Your heavenly kingdom must come so that
at last men learn to be at peace and become your
children, who submit to you. For your Christ shall
carry out your loving, merciful, and perfect will
throughout the world. We thank you for all the
good you want to provide for us. May your angels
watch over us this night. Be with us in all we do or
leave undone. Help us with your strong hands, that
we may rejoice at heart in all the good you give us.

Amen.

| will guide you in the paths of wisdom and lead you in hon-
est ways. When you walk, you will not slip, and if you run,
you will not stumble. Proverbs 4:11-12, free



Jury

Dear Father in heaven, you are our God. You rule
and guide us men, and our trust remains in you
even when many needs pull at our hearts and try
to draw us into their whirlpool. Protect us, we
pray. May your divine hand govern us so that we
remain aware of the calling we receive from you
and always have a light shining into our lives to
show us how to serve you. Let your power work
wherever hearts respond to you on this earth,
wherever the strength of Jesus Christ is revealed,
so that men acknowledge his deeds to your honor.
Be with the lowliest and least noticed of your chil-
dren. Keep them in your hands and enable them
to be fellow workers who persevere courageously
and confidently until the time when you reveal

yourself to all peoples on earth. Amen.

And | am sure that God, who began the good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:6, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for the work
you are doing, We thank you for working through
people of all kinds and of all vocations and through
the many hearts that know your goodness. We thank
you for the great work led by the Lord Jesus, who
will overcome the world with patience and with
gentleness. He will overcome the world, opening
the door wide for all, including the poorest of the
poor, to come to you, their Father in heaven. Grant

that with the light we have been given we may
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remain firm and true. Do not let us come into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,

the power, and the glory are yours forever. Amen.

In view of all this, what can we say? If God is for us, who
can be against us? Certainly not God, who did not even
spare his own Son, but offered him for us all! He gave us
his Son — will he not also freely give us all things?

Romans 8:31-32, free

Lord our God, our Father in heaven and on earth,
we ask you to bless us, your children, for we want
to be your children and nothing clse. We want to
have our joy and delight in knowing that we belong
to you, the almighty God, who began and who will
complete redemption on earth through Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Bless your Word in us. Give us courage
in suffering and distress, for we are allowed to serve
you in all circumstances, even when we find it bit-
terly hard. Your name shall be honored in us, your
kingdom shall come. As surely as the carth endures,
everything shall happen in accordance with your

will, on earth as in heaven. Amen.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in pain
right up to the present time. But it is not just creation alone
that groans; we who have the Spirit as the first of God's gifts
also groan inwardly as we wait for God to make us his sons
and set our whole being free. For it was by hope that we
were saved. Romans 8:22-24a, free

Lord our God, we thank you for the great calling
you have given us. We thank you that in all the evils
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of today’s world you give us the hope and faith
that you are leading us to a goal that is good, and
you make us free. You make your children free so
that throughout mankind a new spirit may come, a
new life and a new power to serve you in time and
eternity. Praise to your name that we can always
have hope; nothing can discourage us, but every-
thing must work together for good in accordance
with your great purpose. Grant that your compas-
sion may come to all the world, to all peoples, whom
you have looked upon with mercy in sending Jesus

Christ as Savior. Amen.

All who follow the leading of God's Spirit are God's own
sons. The Spirit you have received is not a spirit of slavery
leading you back into a life of fear, but a Spirit that makes us
sons. Romans 8:14-15a, free

Dear Father in heaven, open our hearts to the won-
der of being able to call you Father, the wonder of
being united with you.You are the source of all life
and strength. In you is redemption, and we need to
be redeemed before we can live rightly. Take from
us the pressures forced on us by the flood of events.
Make us completely free as people led by your hand,
people who may be joyful because everything will
be overcome through the power you grant us in Jesus
Christ. Protect us from fear and from all evil. Show
more and more clearly your good and wonderful
goal for men on earth, so that in expectation they
may find happiness even in all the stress of today.

Amen.
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Let us hold fast to the hope we profess without wavering,
for we can trust God to keep his promise. Hebrews 10:23, free

Lord our God, we thank you for all you have done
for us, for all you are doing for us, for deliverance
from need and death. We thank you for all the signs
you give us that you hear our prayer when, with-
out wavering or weakening, we set our hopes on
you. We thank you that we can be without fear of
sin and death, for you stand by us in everything. In
spite of our imperfections you show us your good-
ness again and again. May the light in our hearts
never be extinguished, the light that enables us to
look into heaven and earth and see the good that
is on its way to us today. May joy remain with us,
and may we have the strength to be a community
that follows the paths of life which bring praise

and honor to you. Amen.

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and sets
them free from all their troubles. The Lord is near to the
brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
Psalm 34:17-18, free
Lord our God, our Father in heaven and on earth,
we are thankful that you have a people to whom
you say, “You are mine.” Grant that we too may be-
long to this people. Strengthen us in the faith that
we belong to you, so that we can come to know
your rule and your justice. Protect us on all the paths
we follow during our time on earth. The times are
evil, but come what may, every single one of us has

in his heart the certainty, “We are yours” You have
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long watched over us and kept us safe. Again and
again we affirm, “We are yours, Lord our God,

through Jesus Christ our Savior.” Amen.

For this reason | fall on my knees before the Father, from
whom his whole family in heaven and on earth receives its
true name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may make his home in your hearts
through faith. Ephesians 3:14-17a, free
Lord our God, you are our Father, and we human
beings know that our innermost hearts belong to
you. Hold us firmly through your Spirit, we pray,
so that we do not live on the level of our lower
natures but remain true to the calling you have
given us, the high calling to what is eternal. May
all our experiences work in us for good, bringing
us the joyful certainty that you rule us with your
Spirit, that you further the good everywhere in
the world and make more and more people sensi-

tive to what is good, right, and perfect. Amen.

O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before
the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, we are the people of
his pasture, and the flock he shepherds. You shall know his
power today if you will listen to his voice.  Psalm 95:6-7, free

Lord our God, strengthen in us all that comes from
you and is eternal, all that is good and right and
genuine. Let this shape our outward life and help us

triumph over need and death. Help us to wait qui-

LIFT THINE EYES - WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



11

12

Jury

etly, even when we don’t know the answers to our
questions, because we are certain that the outcome
will be good and life-giving, to the glory of your
Spirit and your name. We entrust ourselves to your
hands. Stay with us, that we may receive your call-
ing for our lives. Stay with us, so that in all our work
and activity we may be aware of your guiding Spirit

at work in our hearts. Amen.

So let us come near to God with a sincere heart and a sure
faith, with hearts that have been purified from a guilty con-
science and with bodies washed with clean water.

Hebrews 10:22, TEV

Lord our God, grant us true unity with your Son
Jesus Christ, so that his power can be revealed in
us and we may find new life in which we can truly
serve you. Protect us from all error. Be among us
with your Spirit to make us people who are genu-
ine. Let your will be carried out more and more
in this age. Let your will again intervene so that a
new creation may come, a new heaven and a new
earth, as we have been promised. May your name
be great among us, may your kingdom come and
everything in heaven and on earth be done accord-

ing to your will. Amen.

| have been crucified with Christ so that it is no longer | who
live but it is Christ who lives in me. This bodily life | live now,
| live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave his
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life for me. Galatians 2:20, free

Almighty God, keep watch over us and lead us fully
into the life of Jesus Christ. Let your Son Jesus Christ
become truly living within us so that we may be full
of joy because we belong to the realm of heaven and
may live every day with faith in him. We thank you
for all you have let us experience. We thank you
with all our hearts that in your great compassion
you have showered so much good on us who are
not yet perfect in faith. Keep our hearts in the light,
we pray. Keep us patient and dedicated, for then
more and more can be done among us poor chil-

dren of men, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Beloved, we are now God’s children. It is not yet clear what
we shall become, but we know that when Christ appears,
we shall be like him because we shall see him as he really is.

1 John 3:2, free
Lord our mighty God, look upon us in our poverty,
for you call us your children and give us of your
Spirit. From your fullness we constantly need to
receive strength for the struggle meant for us in life.
Grant that light may come wherever darkness still
reigns, especially where it is so black that we do not
know which way to turn. Hear our prayer for all
people, and let your justice and your truth alone be
victorious. Let all people receive what you have
promised them, and let them realize that no matter

what happens, they remain your children. Amen.
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At that time | will answer the prayers of my people Israel. |
will make rain fall on the earth, and the earth will produce
grain and grapes and olives. | will establish my people in the
land and make them prosper. | will show love to those who
were called “Unloved,” and to those who were called “Not-
My-People” | will say, “You are my people,” and they will
answer, “You are our God.” Hosea 2:21-23, TEV

Lord our God, kindle true light in our hearts and
minds, that we may recognize what we are and be-
come free of everything false and dishonest. Let this
light of righteousness, this judgment, go through
all nations, that men no longer use empty words
when they talk of “mercy” and “truth.” Grant that
your mercy and your truth find the right soil and
bear fruit. May they find soil prepared by you, for
you judge us and make right what is wrong in our
earthly life. We thank you that however painful
many of our experiences are, we may still say,
“Through how much need has not our merciful God

spread out his wings to protect us!”* Amen.

| will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall exult in my
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bride-
groom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. Isaiah 61:10, RSV

Lord our God, grant that we may find the power of

your Spirit so that we may live on a higher level, no

*From a well-known German hymn.
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longer controlled by our lower natures but strength-
ened to take up the battle of life. May we be chil-
dren of the Spirit and may we walk in the Spirit.
Guard us against carelessness and keep us joyful
and courageous. Help us and counsel us on all our
ways so that we may honor you and testify that you

are our God, our true help. Amen.

But as for me, | will look to the Lord, | will wait for the God of
my salvation; my God will hear me. Rejoice not over me, O
my enemy; when | fall, I shall rise; when | sit in darkness, the
Lord will be a light to me. Micah 7:7-8, RSV
Dear Father in heaven, as your children we stand
before you and lift our eyes to you. We are poor,
needy people, often wretched and tormented. Let
your eyes rest upon us. Grant us the help we need.
Bless us when we gather in the name of Jesus Christ,
that we may be a people who learn to serve you on
all the paths we follow, even if it proves bitterly hard.
Give us true faith for every moment. May we have
joy and confidence that you are with your children,
that you remain with them forever, until the great
time of redemption when we will rejoice with all
past generations and with all who are living today.

Amen.
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The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has
chosen me to bring good tidings to the poor. He has sent me
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release for the prisoners, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to
comfort all who mourn. Isaiah 61:1-2, free

Lord our God, light of mankind in Jesus Christ,
full of joy and trust we ask that we may have ac-
cess to your almighty power, your power against
all darkness, sin, death, and bondage. May we feel
close to your almighty power. Hear our weeping,
for we are and remain your children, to whom
you have promised redemption and deliverance.
Together we hold fast to this promise and stand
before you saying, “We are your children in Jesus
Christ the Savior, whom you have sent to us.” Hear
your children. Bless us each one, and bless us as
one people, allowed to serve you in the misery of

our world. Amen.

But the time is coming, and is already here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in
truth. John 4:23-24, free

Lord our God, we thank you for being among us as
our Father, for letting us be your children on carth.
We thank you that as your children we can find life in
spirit and in truth. Grant that each of us may find
how our lives on earth can be lifted up by your Spirit.

Your Spirit can bring us what we men do not pos-
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sess, so that our daily work, all our striving and strug-
gling for the outward things of life, may be pervaded
by what is higher and greater. Your Spirit can keep us
from falling into base and petty ways, from getting
lost in earthly experiences which do not last, no mat-
ter how much they demand our attention. We thank
you for all you have done for your children. Con-
tinue to help us, that we may serve you every day in

gladness and gratitude. Amen.

But he answered, “My grace is all you need, for where there
is weakness, my power is shown more completely.” There-
fore | have cheerfully made up my mind to be thankful for
my weaknesses, because they mean a deeper experience of
the power of Christ. For Christ’s sake then | am well content
with weakness, contempt, persecution, hardship, and frus-
tration. For my very weakness makes me strong in him.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10, free

Lord our God, we rejoice that we may be called
your children. In our weakness we ask you to shel-
ter us in your hands. Strengthen us in the hope and
faith that our lives will surely go the right way, not
through our strength but through your protection.
Grant that through your Spirit we may come to
know more and more that you are with us. Help us
to be alert in our daily life and to listen whenever
you want to say something to us. Reveal the power
and glory of your kingdom in many people, to the
glory of your name, and hasten the coming on earth

of all that is good and true. Amen.
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And they shall be my people, and | will be their God. | will
give them singleness of heart and action so that they may
always have deep reverence for me, for their own good and
for the good of their children after them.

Jeremiah 32:38-39, free

Lord our God, you want to be our God and you
want us to be your people. Give us the inner integ-
rity and the power to discern and reject what does
not come from the heart, so that everything may be
genuine among us. Then no lies and deception will
creep in, and honesty and goodness will flow from
our hearts to the glory of truth, to the glory of the
gospel and the great hope you give men through
the gospel. Guard our hearts. Protect the good that
is planted in them, that it may grow and thrive and

bear fruit. Amen.

My soul longs, even faints for the courts of the Lord; my
heart and my flesh cry out and sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for
herself, where she rears her brood beside your altars, O Lord
of Hosts, my King and my God. Blest are those who dwell in
your house, ever singing your praise. Psalm 84:2-4, free

Lord God, our souls long for you and for your glory,
for the day when it shall be said, “All is accomplished!
Now your kingdom comes. Now your day appears.
When we look back on all that has happened to us,
everything becomes clear.” We thank you that we
can live without fear, again and again refreshed and
renewed, waiting for the good you give on carth.
Show us the way we have to go. Grant your blessing

in our hearts so that in need and death, in fear and
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distress, we may always have light and strength. You
are our salvation, Lord our God. From you comes
the salvation of our souls. We trust you today and
every day. We praise your name, and in you we hope
for the day you hold in readiness for the whole world,
the day when light will dawn in all men’s hearts.

Amen.

You are the men who have stood firmly by me in all that |
have gone through. As surely as my Father has given me my
kingdom, so | give you the right to eat and drink at my table
in that kingdom. Luke 22:28-30a, free
Lord our God, we thank you that we may be your
children and that we may hope in your Spirit. Your
Spirit rules us as people whom you want to draw to
yourself, as people who may serve you in their lives
here on earth. Grant that we may be childlike, so
that your Spirit can rule us more and more and what
is good may come to many people in all places. May
many come to know that their lives are not merely
temporal. May they realize that they can live and
actin you, and through you may experience the good

that is to come to all nations on earth. Amen.

Salvation is to be found through him alone; in all the world
there is no one else whom God has given who can save us.

Acts 4:12, TEV
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that you have
revealed to us the name Jesus Christ, the name of

your Son, who leads us to you as your children. May
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your hand be plainly seen over all the suffering and
dying people of our time. May your hand soon bring
in a new age, a time truly of God and of the Savior,
fulfilling what has long been promised. Watch over
us this night. Bless us. In suffering, continue to up-
hold us with your mighty hand. In grief, may your
name still be honored. May your kingdom come,
breaking into all the evil of the world, and may your

will be done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

Do not throw away your trust — it carries with it a rich re-
ward in the world to come. Patient endurance is what you
need if you are to do God's will and receive what he has
promised.

Hebrews 10:35-36, free
Lord our God, we bow down before you in this
time when you have brought us hardships and judg-
ment. Change this earthly age, we beseech you.
Bring in something from heaven so that your will
may be done and your mercy come to all nations.
Strengthen us on all our ways, we pray. We thank
you for all you have done for us. May your name be
praised and glorified at all times. We want to follow

you and to remain in your heavenly life. Amen.
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May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us. Establish the
work of our hands, yes, establish firmly all we do.
Psalm 90:17, free

Dear Father in heaven, Creator of what is good,
beautiful, and full of joy so that men may work in
harmony with you, we thank you for all the good
that comes to us. May we be your children, joined
together to serve you. May our life bring joy to oth-
ers, and may we do good without ceasing through
your great, strong love, which moves us, strength-
ens us, and helps us every day, however hard life
may be. May your name be praised throughout the
world. May your kingdom come and your will be

done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues through all generations; you es-
tablished the earth, and it endures. Your laws endure to this
day, for all things serve you. Psalm 119:89-91, NIV

Lord God, we thank you for your Word, greatest
and most glorious of all that comes to our human
life. Every day we want to find more joy in your
help, in what you are doing for us. Again and again
we feel and rejoice in the new help, new strength,
and new courage for life given by your Word. We
seek and seek to find Jesus Christ, the eternal Life.
He will surely come to establish your kingdom.
Praise to your name, eternal, glorious, almighty God!
Be with us poor, lowly men. Strengthen us in spirit,
and cnable us to persevere until everything is ful-

filled that is promised by your Word. Amen.
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And | have other sheep who do not belong to this fold. |
must lead them also, and they will hear my voice. There will
then be one flock, one shepherd. John 10:16, free

Lord our God, bring us men together as one. Give
us your Spirit so that we may know you, so that joy
may fill our hearts, not only for ourselves but also
for others. Root out evil from the earth. Sweep away
all that offends you, all lying, deceit, and hate be-
tween nations. Grant that men may come to know
you, so that disunity and conflict may be swept away
and your eternal kingdom may arise on earth and
we may rejoice in it. For your kingdom can come
to men even while on ecarth to bring them happi-
ness and to make them your own children.Yes, Lord
God, we want to be your children, your people,
held in your hand, so that your name may be hon-
ored, your kingdom may come, and your will be

done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

Now we find that the Law keeps slipping into the picture to
point the vast extent of sin. Yet, though sin is shown to be
wide and deep, thank God his grace is wider and deeper
still! The whole outlook changes — sin used to be the master
of men and in the end handed them over to death: now
grace is the ruling factor, with righteousness as its purpose
and its end the bringing of men to the eternal Life of God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 5:20-21, Phillips

Lord our God, we come into your presence, plead-
ing with you to bring the world what it neceds, so
that men may be freed from all their pain and en-

abled to serve you. Let the power of Jesus Christ be
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revealed in our time. For he has taken on our sin
that justice might arise on earth, that men might
have life and might see your salvation, which you
will bring when the time is fulfilled. Let your power
be revealed in the world, and let your will be done,
your name be kept holy, and all wrongs be righted
in this turbulent and difficult age. O Lord our God,
you alone can help. You alone are the Savior of all
peoples. In your great mercy you can bring peace.
We look to you. And when we consider your Word,
we remember the mighty promises you have given,

promises which are to be fulfilled in our time. Amen.

When | come this time, | will show no leniency. Then you will
have the proof you seek of the Christ who speaks through
me, the Christ who, far from being weak with you, makes
his power felt among you. True, he died on the cross in weak-
ness, but he lives by the power of God; and we who share
his weakness shall by the power of God live with him in your
service. 2 Corinthians 13:2b-4, NEB

Lord our God, we thank you for the love you show
us so that we may be delivered from weakness and
sickness, from sin and misery, and may be given
strength to serve you, our Father in heaven. Bless
us in all we have on our hearts, that through your
mercy the battle of life may be fought aright. Bless
us in our times and grant that justice may gain the
upper hand and we may live in peace, praising you
into all eternity. Protect us, your children, forever-
more. May your name be honored, your kingdom
come, and your will be done on earth as in heaven.

Amen.
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For the Spirit that God has given us does not make us fearful;
instead, his Spirit fills us with power, love, and self-control.

2 Timothy 1:7, free
Lord our God, we are your children. Hear all our
concerns, we pray, for we want help from you, not
from men, not from anything we can think or say.
May your power be revealed in our time. We long for
a new age, an age of peace in which people are
changed. We long for your day, the day when your
power will be revealed to poor, broken mankind. Be
with us, and give our hearts what will remain with

us, the strength and mercy of Jesus Christ. Amen.

There are many who say, “O that we might see some good!”
Let the light of your countenance shine upon us, O Lord!
Psalm 4:6, free
Lord our God, with all our hearts we come before
your countenance. Our hearts shall always be in your
presence, asking, longing, and believing that you will
guide our affairs aright. Protect us, for you are our
God and Father. Protect all who are in danger or who
must go into danger. Make known your great love
and your living presence to the hearts of the dying.
Draw our hearts together so that we may have com-
munity in you, our faith and hope set on you alone.
Protect us during the night, and help us to be at peace
about all our concerns because they are in your hands.
Every concern of every person is in your hands. We
ourselves are in your hands, Lord God, our Father,
and there we want to remain. Your hands can heal

and restore everything, Praised be your name! Amen.
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However, as the scripture says, “What no one ever saw or
heard, what no one ever thought could happen, is the very
thing God prepared for those who love him.” But it was to
us that God made known his secret by means of his Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2:9-10a, TEV
Lord our God, bless us all through your Spirit, that
we may find certainty of heart in community with
you under your rulership. May we keep this cer-
tainty, whatever course our lives may take, what-
ever battles and suffering may come to us, for we
belong to you and you rule and guide us as your
children. Watch over all who are still far away from
you but who long for you. Watch over all who are
good-hearted and sincere, even if they often do not
understand you. Protect them, and let your king-
dom come so that your will is carried out more
and more by the many who feel compelled to seck
for you and for the goodness and truth which are
your will. May we and many others serve you with

our whole lives. Amen.
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Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circum-
stances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV
Father in heaven, we thank you that we may feel
your leading, your lordship, for you have blessed
us with every spiritual and heavenly gift in Christ.
We thank you that we may be among those who
receive true life always anew, who praise and glo-
rify you, exulting even in difficult days. For it is
just in the difficult days that we need to belong to
those who are thankful and joyful, who always find
new certainty in their lives. With them may we
experience the good you give on earth so that
mankind may be blest and come at last into your

hands. Amen.

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into
the world. He came into the world — the world he had cre-
ated — and the world failed to recognize him. He came into
his own creation, and his own people would not accept him.
But to all who did accept him, who believed in him, he gave
power to become children of God. John 1:9-12, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that we may
be your children. We thank you for giving us your
Spirit so that we may truly be your children.
Gather us into community with you so that our
minds and hearts and all that is in us may realize
what joy can come to us through your gifts. Though
the world today is in turmoil, in doubt, lost in
material things, grant us inner quiet to receive

from you the power of faith. For through faith we
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can learn to know what you are and what you will
be to all men one day, through Jesus Christ the

Lord. Amen.

As a prisoner for the Lord then, | urge you to live a life wor-
thy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble
and gentle; be patient, making allowances for one another
because you love one another. Make every effort to main-
tain the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:1-3, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for the bless-
ings you give us on earth, for it is through your gifts
and work, and through the work of your children,
that we can believe and be saved. Protect us here in
our household. Let us make allowances for one an-
other in love and spare no effort to maintain unity
in the Spirit through the bond of peace. Grant us
new strength and new gifts whenever we need them
on the path you have set for us. Grant that we may
rejoice and trust in you until we reach the goal.

Amen.

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know
that you are the Holy One of God.” John 6:68-69, NIV

Dear Father in heaven, we come to you and seek
communion with you because we know that all life
comes from you, all progress among men depends

on you, and our innermost being can be strength-
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ened through your Spirit. Protect us and renew our
strength time and again so that your will may be
done among us and we may all find courage for our
lives, even when many difficulties loom up around
us. Grant that we may remain your servants and go
joyfully to meet what is to come. Bless us today and

every day according to your promises. Amen.

| have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, your sins
like the morning mist. Return to me, for | have redeemed
you. Isaiah 44:22, free

Lord our God, we thank you for establishing us on
the firm foundation of your Word and your prom-
ise, your promise that expresses the great longing
and hope in so many people’s hearts. For they do
not want their lives to remain base and petty but
want to look toward something higher, rejoicing that
the promise can be fulfilled for them. So today we
too stand ready for the coming time you are bring-
ing, and we exult in our expectation of the future.
We rejoice in the expectation of the time when you
will give your Spirit to us and to all those who an-

swer your call and become your helpers. Amen.

Believe in the light then, while you have it, so that you may
be children of the light. John 12:36, free
Dear Father in heaven, as your children we come
into your presence so that you may lead us with the
light that streams out from you. We come to your

light secking an inner birth to make us what your
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children ought to be. Bless us as we thank you for
all your goodness and for the powerful help you have
given many among us. Accept the thanks we offer
you, and grant that we never forget the good you
are doing for us. Help us to go forward, always for-
ward, until your kingdom is completed. May it not
be in vain that we live in the Lord Jesus and in love
to you, the God and Father of all men. May it not be
in vain that we bring you our requests and prayers
for your kingdom to come soon. Yes, Lord Jesus,
come! Come soon to this earth so that all men may

acknowledge the true God and may love you. Amen.

Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count
others better than yourselves. Look to each other’s interests
and not merely to your own. Let your attitude toward one
another arise out of your life in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 2:3-5, free
Lord our God, we come before you in the great
name of Jesus Christ. We thank you that while we
are still living on earth you give us hope and joy in
this great name. May something be born in us
through your Spirit to make us of one mind with
Jesus Christ. In all our relationships with others
may we learn that it is better to submit in patience
than to dominate, better to serve than to rule, bet-
ter to be the weakest than to bring pressure to bear
on others. Give us this attitude. Let this attitude
arise in many so that they may be Christians not
only in their words and thoughts, but Christians at
heart, loving their neighbors and at one with the

Savior on every step of the way. Amen.
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For where two or three are gathered together in my name, |
am there with them. Matthew 18:20, free

Lord our God and our Father, we praise you be-
cause we are allowed to have community together
in the name of Jesus, who has opened our eyes to
see you and who has promised to be among us when
we arc gathered in his name. May our hearts re-
main unshadowed, even when our lives seem to
grow difficult and the future looks dark. Protect us
whenever we are tempted and have battles to fight.
Deliver us. Make us free people who know we be-
long to you and who are allowed while still on carth

to have a share in eternal life. Amen.

What can separate us from the love of Christ? Can tribula-
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?...No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us.  Romans 8:35, 37, free
Lord our God! What can separate us from your
love? Can trouble or fear or persecution or hun-
ger or nakedness or peril or the sword? In all these
things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. Dear Father in heaven, we long for
courage.You will answer our prayers and again and
again grant us strength, the power of your Spirit,
the only power that can strengthen us. We thank
you for all you have done for us. Help us onward
from victory to victory until everything on earth
is won for the good, to your honor among all man-

kind. Amen.
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How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God
reigns!” Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together
they shout for joy. When the Lord returns to Zion, they will
see it with their own eyes. Isaiah 52:7-8, NIV
Lord our God, grant that we may be your watch-
men, who can understand what you mean for our
time. We thank you for all you have already done,
for every change to the good among the nations.
For the nations must bow to your will so that noth-
ing happens unless accomplished by you. Judge us
wherever necessary. Open our eyes to see where
we are wrong and where something does not go
according to your Spirit. Be with us and give us
strength. Raise up more watchmen everywhere, in
every place and in every home. Wherever some-
thing happens to move men’s hearts, let the watch-
men proclaim, “This comes from God. It does not
matter how much we suffer. This comes from Jesus
Christ, who suffered and died, but who rose again.”
Raise up such watchmen among young and old
everywhere on earth, to the glory of your name.
Let there be a people who go to meet you with
shouts of joy and thanksgiving. Amen.

The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in
him, and | am helped. My heart leaps for joy and | will give
thanks to him in song. Psalm 28:7, NIV

Lord our God, you are our strength and shicld. Our

hearts hope in you and we are helped. Accept us
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from among all the nations as a people who want to
serve you. Strengthen our hearts, especially when
we must be tested in every way and must face the
many hardships that will come when we take up
our task of proclaiming your name and witnessing
to you. For you are strong and can protect us. You
can fill us with light and with joy to proclaim again
and again the salvation that is coming through your
all-powerful goodness and mercy, salvation in Jesus
Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Lord's people shall come back, set free, and enter Zion
with singing. Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away. “I, I am he that comforts you.”

Isaiah 51:11-12a, free
Lord our God, we thank you for the trust you have
put into our hearts. We thank you for all the signs
of your goodness that comfort us when we are in
great need and when many deaths take place around
us and touch each of us. We thank you for comfort-
ing us, for always giving us fresh courage wherever
we may be, and for giving us hope for our fellow
men, who also struggle hard to find what is good.
O Lord God, bless our world with power from on
high, with your gifts that bring good to many people.
Bless our world. Save it from sin, from ruin, from
every kind of despair. Give your blessing, O Lord
our God! As you bless us, so bless all the world, to

the glory of your name. Amen.
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O that you had listened to my commandments! Then your
peace would have been like a river, your righteousness like
the waves of the sea. Isaiah 48:18, free

Lord our God, grant that we may heed your com-
mandments, that our peace may be like a river and
our righteousness like the waves of the sea. Be with
us through your Spirit, we pray. Speak with us and
tell us what we need to hear so that we can under-
stand what draws us always nearer to you. Show the
might of your hand to help us and all men. Even un-
der judgment we shall not despair, we shall not lose
courage because of troubles and distress. Come with
your strength, that we may grow strong to overcome

the world through Jesus Christ the Savior. Amen.

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith
in Christ Jesus, and of the love you have for all God's people.
Both faith and love spring from the hope that is stored up for
you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the
word of truth, the gospel that has come to you. All over the
world this gospel is growing and bearing fruit, just as it has
been doing among you since the day you heard it and under-
stood God’s grace in all its truth. Colossians 1:3-6, free

Lord our God, we praise your name because we are
allowed to bear witness to what we see and hear, to
all the good you have given us. May we become
firmly and faithfully united, awaiting the glorious
day when your almighty hand will be victorious and

will bring an end to the many evils among us men.
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On that day you will be praised throughout all na-
tions and everything will be clothed anew, to the

glOI‘y of your great name. Amen.

Trust in the Lord, and he will help you; make your ways
straight and hope in him. You who fear the Lord, wait for
his mercy; do not turn away from him lest you fall. You
who fear the Lord, trust in him, and you will certainly be
rewarded. Ecclesiasticus 2:6-8, free

Dear Father in heaven, we come before you to re-
ceive what we need as your children who cannot
find help and guidance on our own, but only through
your Spirit. Enlighten us by your Word, which you
alone can give. You will give us your Word so that
we can know with absolute certainty and clarity
how to serve you.Your Word will show us the truth
that is to be revealed on earth in Jesus Christ. Shel-
ter us in your hands. Strengthen us especially dur-
ing suffering, and free us from fear and trembling,

Fill our hearts with patience and joy. Amen.

Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace, such as the
world cannot give. Set your troubled hearts at rest, and do
not be afraid. John 14:27, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for holding
open the way into our hearts and for bringing us
the peace of Jesus Christ. Help us to keep this way
open. Grant us peace in this tempest-torn world.
Grant us peace when many struggles and uncer-

tainties try to occupy our hearts. We have no strength
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in ourselves, only in him who is standing at our side
and who will never forsake us, who lives and gives
strength. His light will always break in anew among
us men. His light will shine on many people and
lead them to the promised day, the day that will bring

all our hopes to fulfillment. Amen.

Yet | am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. You
guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me
into glory. Psalm 73:23-24, NIV
Thank you, great God and Father, for filling our
hearts with trust so that we are of good hope, also
for those who have not yet found trust. Thank you
for giving us courage to face all the questions that
arise in human life and for accepting us again and
again when we come to you. You know what lies
before us. You know the mountains that have to be
moved. You know all the things that frustrate us
and try to wear us out, and you will take them away.
At last your light will shine into all the darkness.
This certainty fills us with gladness and thanksgiving.
In this faith we are determined to remain steadfast

and to press on to victory. Amen.

Whom have | in heaven but you? And having you, | desire
nothing else on earth. Though body and soul may fail, God is
the strength of my heart, my possession forever.

Psalm 73:25-26, free
Dear God and our Father, if only we have you, we

desire nothing more in heaven or on carth. Body and
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soul may fail, but you, O God, are the strength and
comfort of our hearts and you are ours forever. May
we live in your Spirit and may your light shine over
us. Touch our hearts and help us understand the
greatness of what you call us to. Help us and free us
again and again so that we are not bound by fear,
even when we must pass through intense suffering,
For your hand shall be with us and shall rescue us.
Your hand shall bring about good for us and for all
the people around us. Our hearts go out to them
and we plead for them too, “Lord, send your Savior

to all.” Amen.

There is now no condemnation for those who are united
with Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1, free
Lord our God, grant that we may be your children
who receive the Spirit and all they need from you.You
strengthen us not only physically but also inwardly,
in our hearts, enabling us to face the uncertainties
of carthly life and whatever still needs changing in
human society. Keep us from giving in to weakness.
May your power be always with us. May we have
patience and hope, because you are working for the

good and we may wait for it in expectation. Amen.

Finally, my brothers, fill all your thoughts with those things
that are good and that deserve praise: things that are honor-
able, just, pure, gracious, good, and praiseworthy. Put into

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



22

AUGUST

practice what you learned and received from me, both from
my words and from my actions. And the God who gives us
peace will be with you. Philippians 4:8-9, free
Dear Father in heaven, let our thoughts be filled
with all that is honorable, just, pure, gracious, good,
and praiseworthy. We want to await your Spirit, not
giving way to anxiety, but showing ourselves wor-
thy to be your children. We want to be your chil-
dren, who can rise above even the most difficult
conditions and maintain a quiet trust, to the glory
of your Spirit within us. Protect us now and always

in your divine peace. Amen.

As a deer pants for flowing streams, so my soul longs for
you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When
shall I come and behold the face of God?...Why are you cast
down, O my soul? Why are you disquieted within me? | will
put my hope in God; I will praise him continually, my Savior
and my God. Psalm 42: 1-2, 5, free
Lord our God, as the deer pants for refreshing water,
so our souls long for you, O God. Our souls thirst for
you, for the living God. We stand in your presence
and pour out our hearts to you. We bring before you
everything that is painful to us, all our suffering and
needs. We also bring you all our hopes and the many
proofs you have given us that our lives need not go to
ruin but can be directed to greater things. May the
light of your Spirit shine on us today and always. Amen.
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Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to confirm the
fact that God has called and chosen you. If you do so, you
will never fall; and there will be richly provided for you an
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:10-11, free

Lord our God, we thank you that you have given us
an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. We thank you that you have
already begun to give us new vision, that already many
things are being transformed, so that we may go gladly
and confidently on our way with hope for whatever
is still unsolved. May all this live in our hearts and fill
us with thanks to you. We want to be courageous and
keep in sight what still needs to be changed. Then we
can take part as workers in your vineyard. May the
light you have given us continue to shine in us and

burn ever more brightly; as you have promised. Amen.

And, with all these, take up the great shield of faith, with
which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of
the evil one. Ephesians 6:16, NEB

Lord our God, we long to come into your light, to
live in your strength, that we may do what pleases
you and furthers your kingdom on earth. Protect
us from evil and do not let us be wounded by the
flaming arrows of the evil one. Make paths for us
whenever we do not know how to go forward. We
always know you are our Father. Because you are
our Father, we want to be courageous and perse-
vere to the end so that you can make our lives bear

fruit for you, to the glory of your name. Amen.
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Do not conform any longer to the standards of this present
world, but let God renew your minds and transform your
whole nature. Then you will be able to discern the will of
God; you will know what is good, what is pleasing and ac-
ceptable to him, what is perfect. Romans 12:2, free

Grant us your Spirit, Lord our God, that we may
discern your good, acceptable, and perfect will. Give
us joy in fighting on your side, so that what is good,
acceptable, and perfect may be given to the world.
Wherever we are and whatever work we do, give
us zeal to serve you and be guided by you so that
your will may be done and your kingdom come, so
that already today we may find happiness even
though only in hope. Amen.

Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me
in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and
my hope is in you all day long. Psalm 25:4-5, NIV
Lord our God, be our Father and care for your chil-
dren here on earth, where it is often bitterly hard
and where everything seems to turn against us. Keep
us faithful in our inner life, drawing all our strength
from you, the eternal power of life, and from Jesus
Christ, the Savior of the world. For Jesus has prom-
ised to come to us, and you will send him in our
time of need. Let your strong hand be with those
who often do not know where to turn. Show us
paths we can follow, to the glory of your name in all

eternity. Amen.
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Hear my voice when | call, O Lord; be merciful to me and
answer me. My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your
face, Lord, | will seek. Do not hide your face from me.

Psalm 27:7-9a, NIV

We thank you, dear Father in heaven, that you let
the light from your face shine into our hearts. Look
upon our time, we pray, with your clear, penetrat-
ing eyes, and let men sense that they are watched
over by more than they are able to see. Let men
realize that a strong God and Father is watching over
them. Protect us on our way, and let your light shine
ever more brightly, so that in all we do your name

is glorified. Amen.

The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty. The Lord is clothed
with majesty and strength. The earth is firmly established
and cannot be moved. Psalm 93:1, free

Lord our God, you are king, founding a kingdom
that reaches to the ends of the carth, establishing it
to endure forever. We thank you that we may be
sheltered in your hands and that no sickness of
body or soul can do us lasting harm. We thank you
for lifting us again and again to true life with the
light and power to overcome what is earthly, true
life with the flexibility to remain trusting and con-
fident no matter what happens, true life directed to
the great goal of God’s kingdom, promised to us in

Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Remember your leaders, those who first spoke God's mes-
sage to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and
follow the example of their faith...Do not be carried away by
all kinds of strange teachings. It is good that our hearts should
gain their strength from God's grace, not from scruples about
what we eat, which have never helped those who observe
them. Hebrews 13:7, 9, free

Lord our God, dear Father in heaven, we thank you
for all you do in our lives, for you stretch out your
hand to us on earth through our Savior Jesus Christ.
We entrust ourselves to you, knowing that every-
thing depends on your rule over our lives. It is your
rule that enables us to go forward in your strength
and in your light, always finding new joy in spite
of struggles and temptations. May your mighty hand
be with those who call to you, no matter how they
may do it.You see into their hearts. You know those
who are sincere, and you will send your Savior to
bring them out of all evil and darkness. Be with us

today and every day. Amen.

My sheep recognize my voice, and | know who they are.
They follow me, and | give them eternal life. They shall never
perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand.

John 10:27-28, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for moving
our hearts so that we may know we are your chil-
dren. Even in the midst of turmoil and evil, fear

and pain, you bring us happiness; we can know that
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you are holding us with your right hand and will
finally deliver us from all evil. Let your Spirit be at
work everywhere. Give us patience when time is
needed in our own hearts and in the hearts of our
fellow men, who also belong to you. Continue to
strengthen us so that even the heaviest burden does
not crush us and we may exult in hope because you

right every wrong, to the glory of your name. Amen.

You should think of us as Christ's servants, who have been
put in charge of God's secret truths. The one thing required
of such a servant is that he be faithful to his master.

1 Corinthians 4:1-2, TEV

Dear Father in heaven, open our hearts to see and
feel how our lives have been blest. Open our hearts
to your blessings so that we may look forward in
thankfulness and joy to what lies ahead. Grant that
we may be faithful to what we have received from
you and never again lose ourselves in the passing
moment. May we hold to all you have brought to
our hearts from eternity, that your name may be
honored and our lives shaped anew in Jesus Christ.
Give us courage to overcome the evils in life and to
look with joy and confident expectation to the fu-
ture, when the powers of your kingdom will be ever

more clearly revealed. Amen.
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For if a man is in Christ, he becomes a new person alto-
gether. The old has passed away; everything has become
fresh and new. 2 Corinthians 5:17, free

Dear Father in heaven, open our hearts to see what
is good in our lives. May the light in our hearts shine
clearly so that we see, recognize, and live in accor-
dance with what comes from eternity and belongs
to man’s true nature, brought to us through Christ.
Keep us from being blinded and deafened by expe-
riences that will pass by. Help us to rise above them
even in suffering and to wait patiently for what is
becoming new and perfect. Praise to your name that
we too can say, “The old has passed away; see, every-

thing has become new!” Amen.

Indeed we want to show that we are God’s servants by pa-
tiently enduring troubles, hardships, and difficulties. We have
been beaten, imprisoned, and mobbed; we have been over-
worked and have gone without sleep or food...We are
branded as deceivers and yet are truthful and honest. We are
treated by the world as unknown and yet we are well known
by God and his people; as dying and yet here we are alive; as
disciplined by suffering and yet not killed; as sorrowful yet
always rejoicing; as poor ourselves yet bestowing riches on
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many; as having nothing, and yet in reality we have every-
thing worth having. 2 Corinthians 6:4-5, 8b-10, free
Dear Father in heaven, you are always near to us on
earth, and we thank you for all the love you put
into our lives so that we can be joyful, even in all
kinds of temptations and struggles. How much you
have given us and how often you have rescued us
from distress! Again and again you have let the light
of life shine out. You give us light not only for the
moment but also for the future, enabling us to draw
strength and assurance from the present, the past,

and the future, to the glory of your name. Amen.

For this reason we do not lose heart. Even though outward-
ly we are wasting away, inwardly we are being renewed
day by day. Our troubles are slight and short-lived, their
outcome an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. Mean-
while we look not on things that are seen but on things
that are unseen. For what is seen passes away, but what is
unseen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, free
Lord our God, we thank you that you come to help
us with your power and might. We thank you that
you come to us in our suffering and strengthen us
in all we must endure on earth. You help us so that
what is good and full of light comes more and more
to us and to all men. We thank you and pray that
your power, coming from the invisible world into
the visible, may continue its quict working in us
until the day when everyone can see Jesus Christ,
who is the same yesterday, today, and into all eter-

nity. Amen.
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God saved us, not for any good deeds of our own, but be-
cause he was merciful. He saved us through the water of
rebirth and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. God poured
out the Holy Spirit abundantly on us through Jesus Christ our
Savior, so that by his grace we might be at peace with God
and inherit the eternal life we hope for. Titus 3:5-7, free
Lord our God, let your light shine in our hearts, the
light that can gladden us and lead us until all our
longing is stilled. May the higher nature born in us
men become ever stronger so that the lower and
perishable nature does not rule over us. Grant that
Wwe may overcome and that our hearts may rejoice
in being allowed to strive for the highest good be-
cause we are your children who can share in what is

eternal. Amen.

| have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, | have
kept the faith. Now there is waiting for me the crown of
righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award
to me on that day; and it is not for me alone but for all those
who have yearned for his return. 2 Timothy 4:7-8, free
We thank you, Father in heaven, that you concern
yourself with us and that you bind us to yourself
through all your deeds and all your help. We thank
you for showing us a way of hope, a way that be-
comes always clearer, always firmer under our feet.
On this way we can defy every evil of this world
and time, knowing for sure that everything will
come out right and we will all be brought to the
great, cternal goal, even though we have to deny

ourselves and go through much suffering. Your
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kingdom must come to the glory of your name, so
that all men may live on a higher plane and follow

you, the only true help and true life. Amen.

When Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,
“Let the children come to me; do not try to stop them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. | tell you,
whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child
will never enter it.” Mark 10:14-15, free
Dear Father in heaven, how shall we thank you for
all you give to us, your children, for the great wis-
dom and power you hold in readiness for us if we
are childlike? We want to be glad in your presence.
We do not want to weep and complain, though tears
often threaten to come. We simply want to ask you
to protect us, your children. Protect all your chil-
dren on earth. Let the pain that breaks over them
be taken away, for the sake of the whole world. Even
when we must follow a hard road, let all the suf-
fering we endure become part of the fight that
brings in the kingdom of heaven, bringing your
purpose to the earth and great mercy to the
peoples, bringing to all the world the wonderful
forgiveness that enables men to be reborn, until at
last all are called your children. Sustain us. Help us.
Bless us. May the Savior always live among us, re-

viving and strengthening us in body and soul. Amen.
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Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
death. We can now look forward to the rich blessings that
cannot decay or spoil or fade away, which God keeps in
heaven for his people. 1 Peter 1:3-4, free

Lord our God, remind us again and again of what
you have done in our hearts and lives to make us
certain of the resurrection. Help us to live in this
certainty and to hold fast to everything good and great
which you bring into our lives. Grant us the assur-
ance that we are gaining ground in the battle for the
redemption of those who are still in darkness and in
the shadow of death. May we find joy in what we
have here and now. Give us patience in our struggles.
Give us hope for all that has gone wrong, because
even what is in darkness is still in your hands. In the
end everything must be brought to the light so that

all mankind may glorify your great name. Amen.

Has God forgotten to be merciful? Has he in anger withheld
his compassion? “Has his right hand lost its grasp?” | ask.
“Does the arm of the Most High hang powerless?” But then,
O Lord, | remember your miracles of long ago. | meditate on
all your works and consider all your mighty deeds.

Psalm 77:9-12, free

Lord God, our Father in heaven, we turn to you in
these times when we are under so much stress and

temptation. Let your light glow in our hearts to give
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us firmness, patience, and perseverance through-
out the time of testing, no matter how long it lasts.
Your hand can change everything. Your hand can
shorten the time we must wait until your light
shines out of the darkness of death and evil, until
your light reveals your life to your children and to
the whole world. You are our God and Father as
you have promised, and remaining at your side, we
look to you in faith and trust. You will bring about
goodness, justice, and mercy as you have promised,

and so fulfill your will. Amen.

Finally, build up your strength in union with the Lord and by
means of his mighty power. Put on all the armor that God
gives you, so that you will be able to stand up against all the
evil tricks of the Devil. Ephesians 6:10-11, free

Lord God, we thank you that it is your will to
strengthen us through your presence, through Jesus
Christ, the leader of your cause, who is and remains
victor among men on earth. Our souls need strength
and our hearts need confidence so that in our time
we can draw near to you and to your kingdom. Bless
us with the Holy Spirit whenever we begin to grow
weary. Your Holy Spirit can give us the strength to
believe and hope, the strength to see the salvation

that is coming to give joy to all the world. Amen.
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Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Psalm 119:105, NIV

Lord our God, we stand before your presence. Look
in mercy upon us poor, weak children of men, who
do not know where to turn unless you help us with
your mighty hand. We trust in you.You will help us,
you will always be with us, and even in hard times
you will accomplish your will for what is good. Bless
us today as we gather to hear your Word. May your
Word always be our strength and joy. Your Word
gives victory in us and in the whole world so that

your will may be done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

After the suffering of his soul, he will again have joy. He will
know that he did not suffer in vain. My devoted Servant,
with whom | am pleased, will bear the punishment of many,
and for his sake | will forgive them. Isaiah 53:11, free
Lord our God, our Father in heaven, we thank you
for letting our failures and sins come before you
and for giving us One who steps in to help us just as
we are, with the right help for the good and the evil
things in our lives. We thank you that our whole age
can be comforted, and even the terrors of our days
can be turned to the good because everything has
already come before your holy eyes. Salvation will

come out of disaster, life out of death. Praise to your
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glorious and almighty name! Protect our faith in
your Servant. May we always find strength and cour-
age, even when we are in pain. The time is coming
when your loving-kindness will be revealed among

all nations on earth. Amen.

And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be
alarmed. Such things must happen, but they do not mean
that the end has come. For nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in
various places and there will be famines, but this is only the
beginning of the sufferings...The gospel must first be
preached to all nations...Everyone will hate you because of
me. But he who endures to the end will be saved.

Mark 13:7-8,10, 13, free

Lord our God, Ruler over the world, whose long-
ing is to see your thoughts and your will in all
peoples, we come before you and ask that we may
find strength in your Word and never cease to hope
for the coming of your kingdom. Even when the
world storms and rages, even when the kingdoms
of men rise up against each other and everything
scems dark, even then be present. Let your king-
dom go quietly forward, to the honor of your name.
Help us come closer to the goal Jesus has shown us,
closer to the time we wait for, the day of his coming
when all shall be made new and good through your

power, through your Spirit. Amen.
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For it is by his grace you are saved, through trusting him; it is
not your own doing. It is God’s gift, not a reward for work
done. There is nothing for anyone to boast of.

Ephesians 2:8-9, NEB
Lord our God, we know that we are your children,
and in this certainty we gather in your presence as a
community. Grant us your Spirit, the Spirit who
works in us and frees us from the many evils that
still torment us. Be with us and let the power of
your great grace and mercy be in our hearts so that
we may gain the victory and lead joyful lives on carth
in spite of our many shortcomings, blunders, and
sins. For your grace is great, much greater than all
our failings. You are our God and Father, and we
want to keep our consciences clear today and al-

ways through your grace. Amen.

But this is the covenant | will make with the people of Israel
after those days, says the Lord. | will put my law in their
minds and write it on their hearts. | will be their God, and
they will be my people. No longer need they teach one an-
other to know the Lord, because they will all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest. For | will forgive their wrong-
doing and remember their sin no more.

Jeremiah 31:33-34, free

Lord our God, we hope in you. One thing never leaves
our hearts, your promise that you will be our God,
our God in Jesus Christ. This stands firm, and we

want to hold to it in trust and confidence. For your
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Word remains sure, and all your works lead toward a
great and wonderful time when you will be glori-
fied, when our hearts can at last become free be-
cause we know you. We can become free from all
our own works, free from all trembling and hesita-
tion, free from all suffering and distress, because we

know that you, O God, are our Father. Amen.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not
my ways. This is the very word of the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-9, NEB
Lord our God, we thank you for allowing us to come
to you and to stand before your face. We thank you
for helping us throughout our life on ecarth, for
strengthening our faith in you and our trust in all you
do. Bless us and give us courage. May your light shine
out among the peoples so that they recognize your
will. May your light shine out so that your name may
be praised and we can rejoice in the new time you
give us. For you will be at work and you will accom-
plish it. Even when we men do not know what will
become of our time, you know what our time needs,
and you will carry out your will. You will let your
name be honored. You will bring your kingdom, and

you will change everything for the good. Amen.
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But when the Comforter comes, the Spirit of truth, who comes
from the Father and whom | myself will send to you from the
Father, he will speak plainly about me. And you yourselves
will also speak plainly about me, for you have been with me
from the beginning. John 15:26-27, free

Great God and Savior, you want to lead us children
of men by the hand so that in communion with you
we learn how to live a true life. We thank you for
everything we have already received. Guide us still,
we pray. Through your Spirit lead us in all areas of
our life. Grant us the Spirit, who can illumine our
hearts to help us find new courage and new strength
and new recognition of the truth. All our praise be-
longs to you, for you alone can quicken us.You alone
free us from the pain of death and from all burdens,
so that in spite of toil and struggle we may always
be lifted up to you, our God on high, to the glory of

your name on carth. Amen.

People were absolutely amazed, and kept saying, “All that
he does, he does well. He even makes the deaf hear and the
dumb speak.” Mark 7:37, free

Lord our God, you fill heaven and earth with your
Spirit and allow us to share in your gifts. We thank
you for all you have given us, for all you are giving
and will give. We are poor and needy; all men are

poor and needy in spite of their striving, longing,
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and secking. Only you, through your Spirit, can
awaken something in us to help us go toward your
goal. Keep us from being caught up in what men
do.The greatest help for our hearts is what you do,
and cach of us can tell something about it. Each of
us has received help beyond anything we had hoped
or thought of. How much you have done for us!
How much you are doing for the nations! Yes, we
thank you for this present time. Although our lives
often seem hopeless and full of sorrow, your pow-
ers are still living among men, working for their
good and awaking them to new life. The time will
surely come when our hearts will be released from
their hunger and we can be filled with the life from

above, which you give us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a
single pearl. The street of the city was of pure gold, transpar-
ent as glass. | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the
Lord, the Almighty God, and the Lamb. The city has no need
of sun or moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God is its
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. Revelation 21:21-23, free
Lord our God, we thank you that you have given us
your glorious future as the basis for our lives. We
thank you that on this foundation we can forget our
present troubles and believe that the power of good
can move us today to oppose sin, death, and every-
thing evil. Free our hearts from all burdens, and

grant that we may have courage to wait patiently
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for the great help which is to come. Grant that what
is happening in the world today may somehow help
toward the solution of all the problems. We praise
your name, our Father in the heavens. We praise you
for the good you do for us each day and for the light
you will shed one day on everything on earth, to

the glory of your name. Amen.

You have seen what | did to the Egyptians and how | carried
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you
will listen to me and keep my covenant, you will be my own
people. The whole earth is mine, but you will be my chosen
people. Exodus 19:4-5, free

Lord our God and our Father, we thank you for all
the light you let shine on carth to gladden our hearts.
Your light shows us how to live in your creation
with open eyes and open hearts, accepting in a child-
like way all the good gifts from your hand. How
much good you send to many sorrowful hearts, and
how much strengthening to those in weakness, pov-
erty, and sickness! Grant that we may recognize what
comes from you, that we are not cast down in spirit
but mount up again and again on wings like cagles.
May we learn to say at all times, “Through how much
need has not our merciful God spread out his wings

to protect us!”* Amen.

*From a well-known German hymn.
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The Lord is great and is to be greatly praised; his greatness is
beyond understanding. What he has done will be praised
from one generation to the next; they will proclaim his mighty
acts. They will speak of his glory and majesty, and | will medi-
tate on his wonderful deeds. Psalm 145:3-5, free

Lord God, our Helper, we thank you for walking
among us men and for letting many experience your
protection. Even when we are dying, you protect
and help us so that we need not pass into death but
may enter into life. So may our hearts be lifted up
to you. Grant that the light in us remains undimmed,
and that we may come before you in sincerity. Lord
God, create good out of evil. Let light dawn in the
darkness. Fulfill your promise, for our hearts are
not concerned with the wishes of men but with your
promise. You will carry it out, and we will be able
to say, “Our faith was not in vain, our hope was not
in vain. Lord our God, you have blest us a thousand-
fold.” Amen.

On the last and greatest day of the festival Jesus stood up
and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to
me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the scripture said,
will have streams of life-giving water flowing out from his
inmost heart.” John 7:37-38, free

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for sending
down powers from on high into our carthly life. We

thank you for sending us a higher nature in which
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we can live for others because we are living by what
we receive from you. May we be simple, childlike,
and trusting. When anyone despairs of himself, show
him the way to the Savior so that he can find trust.
Show to us the way of trust, trust for ourselves and
for all men, because it is your will for all to receive

help. Amen.

He does not punish us as we deserve or repay us for our sins
and wrongs. As high as the heavens are above the earth so
great is his steadfast love for those who reverently fear him.
As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our
sins from us. Psalm 103:10-12, free
Lord our God, we lift our hearts to you, for you
have given great promises to those who fear you.
Let your Word strengthen us in faith, patience, and
hope. Be with all those who call upon you, pleading
for help in our time. For these times must work for
our good, and in spite of sin, death, and all evil we
can find joy in what you are doing. We call to you,
O Lord our God. Let your hand be revealed, that
something may be seen besides men’s striving and
the efforts of their hands. Let the work of your hand
be visible to many, to all peoples on this earth. May
your name be honored, O Lord our God, your king-
dom come, and your will be done on earth as in

heaven. Amen.
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Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he led a
host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” Ephesians 4:8, RSV

Our dear Father in heaven, we thank you that you
have given us the Lord Jesus on high and that we
are allowed to be with him and find joy even while
still surrounded by all that must fade and perish.
For in Jesus Christ you hold us by the hand through
anxiety, need, and death. Grant that he may be with
us as we continue our pilgrimage. Grant us your
Spirit, for we are poor in spirit and in soul. Give us
your Holy Spirit from on high. Just in our weakness
we come to know what strength and victory you
bring through the Lord Jesus, our Savior. The Lord
Jesus is our Savior for body, soul, and spirit for ever

and ever. Amen.

In truth, in very truth | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who
hates his own life in this world will keep it for eternal life.
John 12:24-25, free

Dear Father in heaven, we long to be your children
and to grow closer and closer to eternal life with all
its goodness and truth. In your love to us your chil-
dren, bless us as we walk on earth under great
stress and temptation. Keep us from going astray,
and let what you have placed in our hearts grow
toward perfection, to your glory and your honor.
May our hearts always know the joy that our struggle
and suffering are not in vain, that if we are faithful,

we may bring forth the fruit of righteousness. Amen.
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Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more...And he who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, | make
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” Revelation 21:1, 5, RSV
Lord our God, our Father, we look deep into your
mighty Word and see the glory of the new world
you will create according to your justice and truth.
We thank you for giving us this joy on carth in the
midst of all our toil and striving. We look deep into
your Word. You make all things new. To this hope
our lives are directed, to this hope you have called
us, and we want to be faithful forever. Praise to your
name, for you have already done great things for us
children of men! Keep us in your Word. Let many
find the light, for in this light they may look to you
in simple faith and constancy until the end, when
throughout the world we may see your glory and

your grace. Amen.

Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my
voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and eat with
him, and he with me. Revelation 3:20, RSV

Lord our God, we are your children, who come be-
fore you and stand in your presence. Be with us and
be our light in all situations of life, in all hardships
and grief. Be our light, as you have always been. Re-
veal your power so that the world may know you as

we have come to know you. Give us joyful readiness
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to persevere until your day comes, for the brightness
of your day will shine through all darkness and will

end all evil, to the glory of your name. Amen.

I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; boldly I will sing
your praise. | will bow down toward your holy temple and will
praise your name for your loving-kindness and your faithful-
ness, for you have made your promise wide as the heavens.
Psalm 138:1-2, free
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for your mercy
and for your great goodness and power, revealed to
us through the ages and in the present time. We live
by your revelation, Lord God Almighty, for you
perform wonders on earth and you reign in heaven
so that heaven can bless and help us on our earthly
pilgrimage. Grant that your loving-kindness and
your justice may be revealed through all the world.
Come, O Lord our God, bring the light for us who
believe in you, and be the light for the whole world.
Glory to your name, for you are indeed our Father
in heaven and on ecarth, and you give certainty for

our life in time and in eternity. Amen.

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast
love endures forever! Let the redeemed of the Lord give
thanks — those he has redeemed from trouble and gathered
out of every land, from east and west, from north and south.

Psalm 107:1-3, free
Lord our God and our Father, we thank you for all
the blessings you have brought into our lives and

for everything we still hope to receive from your
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goodness. We thank you that through your Spirit
you will work more and more in us and in all men,
so that we are not held back by any human consid-
erations but can go toward a higher goal. Keep us in
your care. In all our special concerns may each of us
experience your comfort and help, so that we may
rejoice with the praise of your name always in our

hearts. Amen.

A woman in labor is in pain because her time has come; but
when the child is born, she no longer remembers the an-
guish, for joy that a child is born into the world. So you have
sorrow now, but | will see you again and your hearts will
rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.

John 16:21-22, free
Dear Father in heaven, grant us your Spirit so that
here on earth we may be united with you in Jesus
Christ the Savior. May truth dawn on us with its light,
bringing joy no matter what happens to us. May all
the pain in our lives be turned into birth pangs of a
new life in which we can rejoice as people you have
created, people prepared for the struggle on carth,
who are called into battle and led to victory. Grant
that we may not be blinded by the surrounding dark-
ness. Shed a clear light on the new life that is coming,
May we see what has already happened because Jesus
Christ came to the earth and remains on earth, and
may we see what is still to come through him, the
Savior. O God of wonders, keep us aware of the won-
ders that increasingly surround us, until all the pain
on earth is finally overcome and we men glorify your

love and your great goodness. Amen.
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| have told you these things so that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart!
The victory is mine; | have overcome the world.

John 16:33, free
Dear Father in heaven, in the world we are full of
fear; in you we have peace. We pray that your Spirit
may give us the joy of your heavenly kingdom and
the strength to live in your service. Remember those
who suffer pain, who still have to walk paths of fear
and distress. Grant them help, to the glory of your
name. May we be united in hope and in expectation
of what you will give through your great goodness

and faithfulness. Amen.
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Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles,
l and pray at all times...Share the happiness of those who are
happy, and the sorrow of those who are sad.
Romans 12:12,15, free
Lord our God, we thank you for your gospel, the
great, good tidings we may carry in our hearts to
give us joy in this present time, even though on all
sides people are in anguish and agony. We thank you
that your gospel fills our hearts with compassion,
enabling us to help carry what many have to suffer.
Show us our need of you so that we can receive
your help. If we must be the first to suffer all kinds
of pain and distress, may we do so joyfully because
we have been promised blessing in the midst of all
the pain. May we continually honor your name,
praising you for the good news of your kingdom,
for the promise that everything must work together
for good through Jesus Christ the Savior. Amen.
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In you, O Lord, | have taken refuge. Let me never be put to
shame, deliver me in your righteousness. Hear me, come
quickly to my rescue. Be my refuge to protect me, a strong-
hold to keep me safe. Psalm 31:1-2, free
Lord our God, give us your Spirit, we beseech you,
that we may find your paths on earth and live in the
hope and certainty that everything is in your hands,
even when we see much that is unjust and evil. May
we remain under your protection, living by your
commandments and in your Spirit. For your Spirit
witnesses to the truth and longs to change and lift
up our lives.Your Spirit longs to reach all men who
have felt your touch, longs that they may come to

you and have life. Amen.

All this is done by God, who through Christ reconciled us
to himself. He changed us from enemies into his friends
and gave us the task of reconciliation, that by word and
deed we might aim to bring others into harmony with him.
God was in Christ personally reconciling the world to him-
self — not counting their sins against them — and he has en-
trusted us with the message of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:18-19, free

Lord our God, our Father in heaven, we come to
you as your children. Bless us, we pray. Bless us es-
pecially in days when fear tries to take hold of us.
Let your help come down to us as you have prom-
ised, the great help in Jesus Christ, who shall come
to redeem the whole world. Bless us through your
Word. Renew us again and again to stand firm and
true to you, for you are our help for redemption

and reconciliation through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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And looking up to heaven, Jesus sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” which means, “Be opened.” At once the man
was able to hear, his speech impediment was removed, and
he began to talk without any trouble. Mark 7:34-35, free
Father in heaven, we people on earth are poor and
needy. We are deaf and dumb, but you rouse us every
day and call to us, “Ephphatha” We thank you for
this, in gladness for all you do for our sake. Help us
to become united in expectation for the great day
when our Lord Jesus Christ will come, when be-
fore all men he will be proved your Son, the Savior
in whom you, the Almighty, come to meet us.
Through him you say again, “Let there be light! Let
there be life! Let life break free from the darkness
of death so that Jesus may come as the Savior of all
men, the Savior even of those who are still in deep-
est darkness.” Praise to your name, O Father in

heaven. Amen.

The Lord said to me, “I have a greater task for you, my ser-
vant. Not only will you restore to greatness the people of
Israel who have survived, but | will make you a light to the
nations, to be my salvation to earth’s farthest bounds.”
Isaiah 49:6, free
Mighty God, we thank you for sending your light
into all the world to reveal that you are the Father
of all men, to show us that you are leading them to
yourself, the good and the bad, those who are near
to you and those who are far away. We thank you
that through all this your name may be acknowl-
edged and honored. We thank you that we may live
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from your hand and that all men may see your work
on earth and be filled with praise. May the light
which you have sent to earth in Jesus Christ shine
brightly for us and penetrate our hearts so that we
open ourselves to it with joy, and worship the Sav-
ior. Bless us and give us your Spirit; without your
Spirit we can do nothing, May we receive help from

you every day Amen.

O righteous Father, although the world does not know you,
| know you, and these men know that you sent me. | have
made your name known to them, and | will continue to make
it known in order that the love you have for me may be in
them, and that | also may be in them. John 17:25-26, free
Lord our God, our Father, give us your Spirit, we
pray, for you have ruled over us at all times and
loved us with a love that guides and leads us, that
helps us go forward in body and soul. Reveal your
hand. Grant that we undertake nothing in human
strength; may everything come from you for each
one whose heart holds true to you and who does
the work intended for him. Then everything we do
on earth can be a service to you. Protect us through
your great goodness and faithfulness, which have
been with us to this day and will go with us into the

future. Amen.

| am the good shepherd. | know my sheep and my sheep know
me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And |
lay down my life for the sheep. John 10:14-15, free
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Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that your voice
reaches our hearts and that we can say with joy, “We
belong to you. We too are yours.” We want to lead
lives that show we belong to you, never allowing
ourselves to be sidetracked, never again giving way
to pettiness, always drawing strength from the power
of Jesus Christ. Protect our household. Watch over
cach of us. Protect us all on our way. O mighty God,
be with us in the many dangers that surround us,
and grant that we may always be joyful because our

names are recorded in heaven. Amen.

Therefore, beloved, since you already know this, be on your
guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of
lawless people and lose your safe foothold. But continue to
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory now and for all eternity.
Amen. 2 Peter 3:17-18, free

Lord our God, we thank you for giving us a strong
fortress in Jesus, the only Lord, with whom we can
oppose the whole raging, hateful, lawless, and cruel
world. Come what may, we want to hold high the
banner of Jesus Christ. In him we want to wait for
the time when your mighty deeds will fully estab-
lish your kingdom for all nations on earth. You are
our God and our Father. Protect us, and give light
to our hearts so that we can always be joyful and

can hope in you forevermore. Amen.
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They were standing by the sea of glass, holding harps that
God had given them and singing the song of Moses, the
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb: “Lord God Al-
mighty, how great and wonderful are your deeds! King of
the nations, how right and true are your ways! Who will not
stand in awe of you, Lord? Who will refuse to declare your
greatness? You alone are holy. All the nations will come and
worship you, because your just actions are seen by all.”
Revelation 15:2b—4, TEV

O Lord God, we thank you that in our times we
may feel and see that you are at work. This is a joy
and comfort to us and we take heart, although the
misery on earth sometimes brings us to tears. We
find joy again because you are at work. You are car-
rying out your will, which includes your plan for
our life and salvation. Grant that fruits may appear
in our times, for our times are in your hands. Grant
that many people from all nations may come to you.
May they turn to you in their need and know the
happiness of receiving your help. May your name
be honored, your kingdom come, and your will be

done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. But by the
free gift of God's grace all are justified and find peace with
him through Jesus Christ, who sets them free. God has ap-
pointed him, so that by his sacrificial death he should be-
come the means by which people’s sins are forgiven through
their faith in him. Romans 3:23-25a, free

Lord our God, we praise your name because you
have set up a mercy seat on earth, because you for-

give our sins through the blood of Jesus Christ. May
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your mercy be seen at work in many hearts. Shed
your light upon all people, and let your glory be
known. Let your glory shine in men’s hearts, to the
praise of your name and the deliverance of those
who are still in misery. Keep us in your Word, which
works miracles. Protect in us all that Jesus Christ
has brought to the earth, and may we use his gifts in
simplicity of heart. Grant that much may be accom-
plished to the glory of your name and that we may
draw nearer to the day of Jesus Christ, for which

we wait in hope and longing. Amen.

Trust in the Lord, and do what is good; so shall you dwell in
the land and enjoy safe pasture. Seek your happiness in the
Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Psalm 37:3-4, free
Dear Father in heaven, we love and honor your ways
even when they are bitter ways. We long for cour-
age and strength. Lord, help us to believe. Grant
faith to the millions surrounded by death, faith that
overcomes everything through utmost self-denial.
Let your light shine out to bring life to the nations
in the midst of all that is happening, Your light shall
lead and guide us, and peace will come, a deeper
peace than we have ever known. Remember each
of us in all our concerns, and grant that the struggles
of life may lead us to peace. If hard and bitter ways
should be our lot, help us to remain steadfast, never
complaining about our burdens even in the most
difficult days, for through grief and trouble the way

leads to you. Amen.
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Forgive us the wrongs we have done, as we forgive the
wrongs that others have done to us. Matthew 6:12, TEV

Lord our God, we thank you for the great light you
send throughout the world to let us know that you
forgive, that no sin is too great for you to forgive.
Grant that men may cry out, “Have mercy on me, O
God!” Give them the spirit of prayer in their hearts
to call, “Father, forgive us our sins.” Send your Holy
Spirit, the Spirit of truth and humility, and then for-
give their sins. Wherever a soul is sighing, wherever
someone is calling to you, hear him. May our prayers
come before your throne. Hear and answer us. We
have so much on our hearts that we cannot rightly
express it all. We pray for others too. Father, forgive
them. Clear away all the obstacles so that your judg-
ment can be merciful toward those whom you for-
give. Be with us. May we be a church community of
Jesus Christ, washed in his blood, with strength to
face every bitter outburst of the world’s fury and still
forgive. May our prayer remain, “Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.” Amen.

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So through God
you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then an heir.

Galatians 4:6-7, RSV
Dear Father in heaven, we come before you as your
children, longing to be assured through your Spirit
that we are and may remain your children. We long
to live to the glory of your name under the shelter

and guidance of the Lord Jesus in expectation of
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the great day which shall fulfill all promises made
to us men. Strengthen us, especially in dark and
troubled days. Help us when danger threatens and
when evil tries to make headway among us. Deliver
us from all evil, for yours is the kingdom, the power,

and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; he promises peace
to us, his own people, if we do not go back to our foolish
ways. Surely he is ready to save those who reverently fear
and worship him, and his saving presence will remain in our
land. Psalm 85:8-9, free

Lord our God, you are help, comfort, and life to us
in everything we have to endure. We gather before
you as poor, weak people, but you can make us rich
and give us new life so that our lives prove we hold
to your will and to the justice you bring on earth.
May we be one in spirit through all we experience
in our hearts, to the glory of your name. May the
praise and thanks of many people ring out into all
the world because you are help and deliverance

from all evil. Amen.

On hearing this Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but those who are sick. Go and learn what is meant
by the scripture that says, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For |
have not come to call respectable people, but sinners.”
Matthew 9:12-13, free

Dear Father in heaven, we come into your presence

as imperfect, sinful children, who do many foolish
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things and who are involved in much that is evil and
corrupt. We come to you, Father, knowing that your
fatherly love is with us through all eternity. Be gra-
cious to us and free us from all the harm and injury
we are bound to suffer in this earthly life. May the
grace your kingdom brings on earth finally blot out
the sins of all men, so that as your children they
may rejoice because you have helped them. May

your name be praised among all men. Amen.

| give thanks to God always for you because of the grace of
God that was given you through Christ Jesus. For he has
enriched your whole lives, from the words on your lips to the
understanding in your hearts. 1 Corinthians 1:4-5, free
Lord our God, we thank you that you are so near to
us that we may feel and know we are your children,
your children who are in your hands with all that
belongs to our earthly life, all our needs and temp-
tations, all our efforts and pain. We come together
to thank you, and our thanksgiving wins a victory
over everything that makes life difficult for us. In
this thanksgiving the harshness, crookedness, and
injustice on earth cannot harm us. Protect us with
your light, which gives us wisdom for all situations
and which lifts us above everything that is base and

meaningless and must pass away. Amen.

The night is nearly over, day is almost here. Let us stop doing
the things that belong to darkness and put on the armor of
light. Romans 13:12, free
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Father in heaven, we thank you for giving us light.
We thank you for the great hope for a day whose
light is not of our making, whose source is in you, a
day to come that can touch our lives already today.
Keep our hearts steadfast, free of all human waver-
ing. May we always hold to the love you have given
through your grace, and may we find joy in your

love, which is full of light and understanding. Amen.

And Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And a
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 22:37-39, free

Lord our God, through your Spirit help us to live in
love to you. Open our eyes to see your goodness
and truth surrounding us your children, even in this
troubled world. We look to you, Almighty Father.
Protect us in these difficult times. We plead for our
country, entrusting it to your care so that love to
you may be awakened. Where shall we turn except
to you? Where shall we find help except in Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent to us to win the vic-
tory, to subdue and end all evil in heaven, on earth,
and under the earth, and to become Lord, to the

glory of your name? Amen.
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Then the peace of God, which is beyond our utmost under-
standing, will keep guard over your hearts and your thoughts,
in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7, NEB
O Lord God, grant us your Spirit, that we may com-
prehend your peace. As we pray, help us to recog-
nize what must come from you alone, for you are
mighty and holy and your will is peace on earth.
Your will is peace beyond all understanding, your
peace in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
your peace that opposes all sin and death and takes
away every evil that can be named. We await you, O
Lord our God, and you will hear us. No matter how
long the battle lasts, we hold out in patience, for we
are your children. We shall never lose the faith that
your name shall be honored and that all things shall
come into harmony with your will of peace on earth,

your peace. Amen.

Let all the earth fear the Lord in reverence before him. Let all
the peoples of the world stand in awe of him. When he
spoke, the world was created; at his command everything
appeared. The Lord frustrates the purposes of the nations;
he keeps them from carrying out their plans.

Psalm 33:8-10, free

Lord our God, we gather together in your presence
and ask you to let your light shine in our hearts to
strengthen us in times of need and trouble. May we

come to know that through all the storms and dis-
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tress of the world, you are mighty in protecting and
sheltering those who trust in you. May we realize
the power of your kingdom. Even if all the king-
doms of the world rise in rebellion, you are with
us. You are with those who have set their hope on
your kingdom and who go on hoping that even in
evil days something must happen through your great

and holy rule. Amen.

Then another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a
golden censer; and he was given a great quantity of incense
to offer with the prayers of all God's people upon the golden
altar in front of the throne. And from the angel’s hand the
smoke of the incense went up before God with the prayers
of his people. Revelation 8:3-4, NEB
Lord God, we come before you and ask you to turn
our hearts and minds to you alone, to you who have
power over the whole world and who can do every-
thing in the hearts of men according to your will.
Let there be light in our time. Hear and answer the
many prayers that have already come to you, rising
for centuries before your throne, prayers for your
kingdom and for your will on earth. This earth has
become the prey of evil. We men are poor and needy,
and you alone can help us. Help us, O Lord, our
God and Father. After this misery let your day come,
your great day over all the world and over all peoples.

Amen.
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And now, O people of Israel, what does the Lord our God
require of you, but to reverently fear the Lord your God, to
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God
with all your mind and heart and with your entire being?

Deuteronomy 10:12, free
Lord our God, our Father in heaven, be with us as
we are gathered here. Through your Spirit let our
hearts grow in understanding of how we can serve
you rightly and live as you want us to live. Help us
hold fast to all that is good. Free us more and more
from everything that hinders us, from all that is
evil. Show your loving-kindness to us and to our
loved ones, wherever they may be. Hear every
human heart that sighs to you, pleading that what

is of heaven may overcome what is of earth. Amen.

Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort.
He helps us in all our troubles, so that we can encourage and
strengthen those in any trouble with the help we ourselves
have received from God. For just as we have a share in Christ’s
many sufferings, so also through Christ we share in God's
great help. 2 Corinthians 1:3-5, free

Lord our God, Father of compassion and the God
of all comfort, who encourages and strengthens us
in all distress, we thank you for turning our suffer-
ing into a pathway to life, so that we may be thank-
ful and trusting through everything. You can change
what we find hardest into what is best for us. Praise
to your name that a way through sin and death is
given to us. Praise to your name that you have shown

us a way through all evil, a way that is blest. Amen.
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For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me
and have believed that | came from the Father.

John 16:27, RSV
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that with our
poor, faulty, sinful, and death-ridden lives we may
find shelter in your love. We thank you that we are
your children. We thank you that whatever we are,
however depressed we are about ourselves and the
inadequacy of our own nature, we are still your chil-
dren. Give us your Spirit, we pray. Give us your Holy
Spirit, penetrating our whole nature, our flesh and
blood, keeping us firm in faith under all temptation
and distress. Give us your Spirit to fill us with hope
as we look to the future, to fill us with certainty in
our Lord Jesus Christ, who was, and is, and is to
come, whose victory is before our eyes so that we
never waver or become afraid. Give us your Spirit so
that we may live in this certainty and prepare our-
selves more and more for your coming into the
world. May we come to know that your loving-kind-
ness is at work today, that in the end your deliverance

will come quickly, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “l am the light of the
world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.” John 8:12, RSV

Lord our God, grant that our spirit may recognize
your Spirit and your love, so that our lives cannot
be swallowed up by passing concerns but are lifted
to something higher. Help us hold fast to all the

blessings you have allowed us to experience, the
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blessings you will certainly continue to give, even
though new battles and new troubles are all around
us. Send a great light to shine among the many
people whose task is to lead the way so that your
kingdom may come. Send light so that your name
may be honored through men’s deeds and you may

be known as life for all. Amen.

| will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by
the power of your name — the name you gave me — so that
they may be one as we are one. John 17:11, NIV

Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, stand at our side and
protect us in all our days on earth. Grant us an un-
derstanding of the honor that belongs to God. Help
us see that you are sent so that heaven and earth
shall one day bow down before God’s almighty will.
Stand by us so that we may hear, understand, and
accept your Word. Stand by us all our lives. Be with
us in suffering and in our last hour when death comes
to us. May your grace be with us. Help us at all
times to be firmly rooted in the will of our God and

Father in heaven. Amen.

We are troubled and oppressed in every way, but not crushed,;
sometimes in doubt and unable to find a way out, but not
driven to despair. We are persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed. At all times we carry death with us
in our mortal bodies, the death that Jesus died, so that in our
bodies also life may reveal itself, the life that Jesus lives.

2 Corinthians 4:8-10, free

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



28

OCTOBER

Lord God, we thank you for your voice even when
it is stern and we must go through hardship and suf-
fering, Your voice speaks to us, and in your voice we
can be glad and victorious in our life on carth. Come
into our lives. May each of us realize that all we
have gone through has been for the good. Be God
and Lord over the nations. Be a refuge for all men.
Grant that the sin and distress of this terrible time
may soon pass and that we may hear your words,
“Be comforted. I will come soon. All these terrors
must pass by. My will is being done. My name must
be honored. My kingdom and my rule are coming,
So take heart and at all times look to your God and

Father in heaven.” Amen.

Let the giving of thanks be your sacrifice to God; give the
Almighty all you promised. Call to me in the day of trouble; |
will deliver you, and you shall praise me.

Psalm 50:14-15, free
Dear Father in heaven, we want to praise you to-
gether and to thank you with all our hearts for your
goodness and your deliverance from our many
needs. Accept our thanks, and help us go on our
way with ever joyful hearts. Make us ready for what-
ever you have prepared for us, your children. Bless
us in our individual lives and bless us in our com-
munity. Let your Spirit shed its rays into all places
to comfort men’s hearts and to restore and
strengthen their faith. May your name be praised

forevermore . Amen.
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How happy are the people who worship you with songs,
who walk in the light of your presence, O Lord. They rejoice
in your name all day long; they exult in your righteousness.

Psalm 89:15-16, free

Dear Father in heaven, how lovingly you have
thought of us! How much good you let us experi-
ence again and again! So our hearts are happy, and
we go to rest this night full of joy and thanks be-
cause we are your children. Our thanks and joy shall
be our service to you day and night. More than this
you do not ask, and in this we will be faithful. We
want to be joyful and to be glad for our lives. Even
when we face dark hours, O Lord our God, we are
filled with hope that brings us joy for the future as
well as for the present, with assurance that your
salvation is coming. We rejoice in what you give us

already today. Amen.

O praise the Lord, all you nations! Praise him, all you people!
For his mercy and loving-kindness are great toward us, and
the truth and faithfulness of the Lord endure forever. Praise
the Lord! Psalm 117, free

Lord our God, we thank you that we may come to
you and that our spirits can reach out for your help
and your comfort. May we draw strength from com-
munion with you, our Father. May we realize more

fully that we are your children, truly your children,
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who throughout our pilgrimage are allowed to know
you as our refuge and our help. Remember our
world, and grant that many hearts awaken and turn
to you, looking to you in all the fear and need which
sweep over many people in our time. Let your Spirit
be revealed to our hearts in quiet, bringing many
experiences from you, O Lord our God, and from
your kingdom. Protect us every day in the many
lands throughout the carth. For the nations are
yours; they shall receive life and blessing from you,
and at last your kingdom will be revealed in all the

world, to the eternal glory of your name. Amen.

Let those who reverently fear the Lord say, “His steadfast
love endures for ever.” In my distress | called to the Lord; the
Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is with me, | will
not be afraid; what can anyone do to me?

Psalm 118:4-6, free
Lord our God, dear Father in heaven, we thank you.
How often you rescue us from all fear and distress!
How often you hear and answer us! Grant that our
hearts may always be eager and joyful because you
answer us. There is nothing else for us in this world;
you are our one hope, our only hope. You alone can
help our times, help the nations, help each person.
Nothing else matters to us. Lord our God, for the
rest of our life on earth you alone are our help, our

comfort, and our strength. Amen.
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Let the word of Christ in all its richness dwell in your hearts
as you teach and help one another with all wisdom. Sing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thanksgiving to
God in your hearts. Colossians 3:16, free
Dear Father in heaven, we seck you and your king-
dom. We gather to hear your Word so that we may
receive strength for our own lives and for all our
relationships with others. We want to stand firm,
believing that in everything great and small your
will is being done and that we may yet experience
a new coming of your glory on carth. Then carthly
concerns will no longer torment us and wear us
out, but heavenly things may surround us and every-
thing become new in accordance with your good,

merciful, and perfect will. Amen.

You have been raised to life with Christ, so set your hearts on
the things that are in heaven, where Christ reigns in power.
Let your thoughts dwell on the things that are above, not on
the passing things of earth. Colossians 3:1-2, free

Lord our God, we thank you for sending into our

lives so much that turns our thoughts to things above
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and enables us always to look to you. Through Jesus
Christ send us what is of heaven. Send what is of
heaven into every single life and into the lives of the
nations, so that something good may arise and the
glory does not go to the Devil but to your Spirit,
your heavenly Spirit alone. In their stubbornness
men intend to do evil, but you can turn it all to the
good. You can change everything, This is our faith.
We hope in you, and we want to put our lives in
your hands. Bless us with heavenly riches and power.

Amen.

This is the message that we have heard from his Son and
proclaim to you: God is light, and in him there is no darkness
at all. 1 John 1:5, free

Lord our God, rule over us in strength, and grant
us your light. Let your Spirit be with us to confirm
what has already taken place in our hearts, so that
we have joy and trust even under all the strain and
stress of this life. Shine into the darkness of the
world. Shine for all men. May we be shown more
and more clearly what we men have been created
for. Strengthen our faith for the future, our faith
in everything good, for however hidden the good
may be, it must at last come to the light. May we
and all the world bring praise and honor to you.

Amen.
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You stand before Mount Zion and the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, before multitudes of angels in joyful
assembly, before the church of the firstborn sons of God, whose
names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the
judge of all men, and to the spirits of righteous men who have
been redeemed and made perfect. You have come to Jesus,
the mediator of a new covenant. Hebrews 12:22-24a, free

Lord our God, we thank you that you have redeemed
us and that we may feel united with your holy ones,
those in heaven and those on earth who are gath-
ered around Jesus Christ, a people growing in num-
ber and strength from year to year. We thank you
that we too belong to them, and we ask you to keep
our hearts aware of this unity so that we may be
joytul, redeemed people who find ever greater de-
liverance, full of praise and thanks, full of certainty
and joy. Grant this to us, for we are your people,
born out of your power as Savior and gathered for
the sake of your kingdom. Guard your gifts and your
powers within us. Continue your redemption of the
whole world until joy floods through our whole
being and we can praise you for the life you have

alrcady given us here on earth. Amen.

The eyes of the Lord keep watch over those who love him, a
mighty protection and strong support, a shelter from the hot
wind and a shade from noonday sun, a guard against stum-
bling and a defense against falling. Ecclesiasticus 34:16, free

Lord God Almighty, whose eyes keep watch over the

whole world, we come before you with the evil from
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our surroundings still clinging to us. Grant that our
lives may be in your hands. Give us your strength to
find the way, even through suffering and distress. For
we are yours, O Lord our God, and you have chosen
your people to be strong and to be freed from all
evils. Help us, we beseech you. May we know that
you are with us and may your Word bring us blessing,

to the glory of your name forever. Amen.

Here on Mount Zion the Lord Aimighty will suddenly remove
6 the cloud of sorrow that has been hanging like a veil over the
nations. He will swallow up death in victory — he will destroy
death forever! The Lord God will wipe away the tears from
every face and take away the disgrace his people have suf-
fered throughout the world. The Lord himself has spoken.
Isaiah 25:7-8, free
Lord our God, your kingdom is coming. Your help
reaches us. However much we must suffer, we look
to you, for you have given us your promise. You have
promised that all shall go well with us. You have
promised that while still on earth your people may
have strength to trust in you and wait for you in
patience and joy. So lay your hands upon us, O Lord
our God, and let your redeeming strength be re-
vealed in us. You know all our needs. You see into
each heart and know how to help, as you have prom-
ised. Bless us and help us, and may your name be
honored among us. May your kingdom come, and

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



NOVEMBER

Think back to the ancient generations and consider this: has
the Lord ever disappointed anyone who put his hope in him?
Has the Lord ever abandoned anyone who held him in con-
stant reverence? Has the Lord ever ignored anyone who prayed
to him? The Lord is kind and merciful; he forgives our sins and
keeps us safe in time of trouble. Ecclesiasticus 2:10-11, TEV
Dear Father in heaven, Mighty God in heaven and
on earth, quicken us by the Word you have sent and
by all you have done for us in your mercy and stead-
fast love. Keep us cager and joyful even in difficult
and troubled days. Grant us unfailing trust in you,
to give us firm ground under our feet so that we
can always thank and glorify you. For you, O Lord,
are our God.You are our Father, and you will never

forsake your children in all eternity. Amen.

| am telling you the truth: whoever hears my words and be-

lieves in him who sent me has eternal life. He will not come

into judgment, but has already passed from death to life.
John 5:24, free

Lord our God, we thank you for giving us Jesus Christ,
whose words remain living to this very day. You will
make his words continually alive so that in the name
of Jesus Christ joyful praises are sung to you, Almighty
God and Father in heaven. Remember us all. Remem-
ber the particular needs of each one of us. Come to
the world through the words of Jesus Christ. May his
words come as your strong angels to the hearts of
many to comfort and restore, to help and do miracles
for those in need. May your name be praised through
the great and mighty Word, Jesus Christ! Amen.
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But we wait for what God has promised: new heavens and a
new earth, the home of righteousness and justice.

2 Peter 3:13, free
Lord our God, dear Father, may we be gathered in
your light. Through your Spirit strengthen our hearts
to hold fast to you, for you remain our help, our
counsel, our comfort throughout our life and in all
eternity. Send us Jesus Christ, the Savior of the
world, and grant that again and again men may find
newness of life through him. Grant that men be-
come attentive to him, who is risen from the dead
and who will come again to complete the work he
began in his life on earth. We remember your prom-
ise, O Lord God, and we remain with you. We have
little strength, and through us as we are you can
accomplish nothing. You alone can fulfill your
promise through Jesus Christ, whom you will send

to complete your works at his final coming. Amen.

“Iam the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, "
says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty. Revelation 1:8, free
Lord our God, the Alpha and the Omega, the be-
ginning and the end, who was and is and is to come,
the Almighty, we thank you for this wonderful mes-
sage, which is meant for us too, even though our
lives often seem empty and sad. But behold, you
make all things new for each one of us. Even though
we have long tormented ourselves, the light of life

will dawn at last and we will be able to rejoice.
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Continue to protect us and our community. Wake
us to new life, for you have called us to believe
and to endure to the end. Whatever sorrows and
hardships may come, we will remain faithful, O
Lord our God. This is our promise to you. We will
persevere and say joyfully, “Jesus Christ is coming

to make all things new.” Amen.

| am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods besides
me. You shall not make for yourself images of anything in
heaven or on earth or in the water under the earth. You shall
not bow down to any idol or worship it, because | am the
Lord your God, and | tolerate no rivals. | punish the children
for the sins of the fathers to the third and fourth generations
of those who hate me. But | show my steadfast love to thou-
sands of generations of those who love me and who obey
my commandments. Exodus 20:2-6, free

Lord our God, we come to you, the source of all
being. You have said to men, “I am your God. You
shall have no other gods besides me. Honor none
but me, your God.”We thank you for this wonder-
ful message. Help us to recognize you more and
more, so that our hearts are full of the goodness
and blessing we already have on carth, so that we
hear you, the mighty One, say, “Stop, O men. Make
peace. No one of you is more important than any
other. Remember that I am God of all, in south
and north, in west and east, on the oceans and every-
where. I'am the one God, and through Jesus Christ

[ am now your Father” Amen.
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For you yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night...But you are not in darkness,
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. You are all
children of light, children of day; we do not belong to night
or darkness. 1 Thessalonians 5:2,4-5, free
Lord our God, we hold to you and to your promise.
Though much is hidden from us, your voice comes
clearly to us proclaiming, “Watch and pray. You are
to await the day of Jesus Christ your Lord, and you
can rejoice now in the midst of strife, distress, fear,
and need.”We thank you for your powerful Word.
However long the time of waiting may be, your Word
remains eternally and will be fulfilled. Your name
shall be honored in the proclamation of your Word,
your kingdom shall come, and your will shall be

done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will estab-
lish a kingdom that shall never end. It shall never be con-
quered or left to another people. This kingdom will crush all
those empires and bring them to an end, but it shall itself
endure forever. Daniel 2:44, free

Lord our God, we thank you that you work in us and
in our lives and that you show us your compassion,
no matter what cross we have to bear. We want to
rejoice in you and wait patiently until your purpose
is fulfilled and your kingdom arises on carth. Protect
cach one of us. May our hearts find strength and never-

failing joy in Jesus Christ the Savior, always hoping
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and believing, always looking to you. For you are the
almighty God, who will come in Jesus Christ to es-
tablish his kingdom among the peoples and at last
reveal his truth in its fullness. Then the knowledge of
your will shall spread to all peoples, so that good and
evil may come before you and be judged according

to your mercy and faithful love. Amen.

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when | will fulfill
the gracious promise | made to the people of Israel and the
people of Judah.” Jeremiah 33:14, free

Lord our God, may your grace rule in our hearts
and your love come to us in glorious fulfillment
of your promise, so that in our time we may have
community with one another to praise and wor-
ship you. Then we will be a people belonging to
you and receiving help from you. Bless your Word
within us, we pray. Teach us again and again how
to keep your Word, how to be your children in
deed and in truth. May we be given strength of
heart whenever great sorrow comes to us. Let your
will be revealed everywhere. Let all men know
that you rule, that you help us and will remain
with us into all eternity. For our names are re-
corded with you, and we want to stay with you,
Father in heaven. We want nothing else but to be
your children in this world, to be children in your

care for all eternity. Amen.
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The earth has yielded its harvest; God, our God, has blest us.
God has blest us; may all people everywhere reverently fear
him. Psalm 67:6-7, free
Lord our God, bless us, that the world may be blest.
Help us, that the whole world may be helped. Grant
us your mercy in Jesus Christ, who laid down his
life for the whole world. May it soon be revealed
that your kingdom stands and will bring our age to
an end, a good and blessed end. Grant your blessing
on every aspect of our lives, on all the concerns and
requests we have on our hearts, and help us to praise
and thank you every day. Let your will become
known everywhere in spite of the horror and blas-
phemy, so that even the dying may glorify you and
all who have to suffer may praise and thank you be-
cause they see your face and recognize your light.
We want to entrust everything to you, Lord God.
We await you. We rejoice and thank you, for we
know your will shall be done. We know and believe
that your name shall be glorified. Amen.

To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be
certain of the things we cannot see. Hebrews 11:1, TEV
Lord our God, we come to you in community of
faith and trust, in expectation that you will act. May
our hearts be strengthened in all the pain and in all

the conflicts of our world. Reveal your will, Almighty
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God, and protect those you have appointed as our
leaders and rulers. Let your will be made plain to
them. O Lord God, help your people in these times
and give them strength to wait expectantly for what
is good, to live and serve in this expectation. Grant
your help to all who strive for this. We can all tell of
the help that comes from you, for you always sup-

port us with your power, also in hard times. Amen.

What answer shall be given to the messengers of the na-
tion? “The Lord has founded Zion, and in her his afflicted
people will find refuge.” Isaiah 14:32, free

Lord our God, you are our refuge. We wait for you,
for your purpose will never fail and your promise
will be fulfilled. This we may firmly believe, and
from this we may draw strength every day. Even
when our life brings sorrow, we do not want to
grieve. We want to hope and believe and endure
until your day comes. Your kingdom will come on
carth, and in the meantime you are watching over
your people. In the midst of the world’s daily affairs
there will be people who hope in you, who belong
to you, and who are firmly rooted in the grace of
Jesus Christ until the time is fulfilled. Amen.

Rejoice greatly, O people of Zion! Shout for joy, you people
of Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you! He comes
triumphant and victorious but humble and riding on a don-
key — on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Zechariah 9:9, free

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



NOVEMBER

Lord our God, we stand before you and rejoice that
you want to be our Helper, our Father. We live in a
dark and evil time when whole nations groan and
lament. Our need rises to you in heaven, and we
cry out, “Help us, Lord our God!” Help that your
will may be done in all things and that your king-
dom may come. Our task is to pray to you at all
times, calling, “Come, O Lord God, in Jesus Christ,
the Lord and Savior of all the world!” For in east
and west, in south and north, among all nations,
Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. Praise to your name

that you have given us this Lord. Amen.

But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong. 1 Corinthians 1:27, RSV

Lord our God, we come to you poor and yet rich,
weak and yet strong, with the prayer that your prom-
ise may be fulfilled in Jesus Christ, our dear Lord
and Savior. Let the time come when the heavens
open and a new light shines over the carth, a time
when men will praise and thank you and receive
everlasting peace and happiness with you. Remem-
ber the many people who come into need these days.
Remember our nation and all who work for the good
of our country. Bless them and help them. And help
the dying, O Lord our God; grant that they come to
you, for they are yours. Your help will bring life out
of death, joy out of grief and need. May your name
be honored, dear Father in heaven, may your king-
dom come and your will be done on earth as in

heaven. Amen.

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW .BLUMHARDTS.COM



20

21

NOVEMBER

O Lord, you are the one who protects me and gives me
strength; you help me in times of trouble. Nations will come
to you from the ends of the earth and say, “Our fathers had
nothing but false gods, nothing but worthless idols that did
them no good.” Jeremiah 16:19, free
Lord our God, we come to you burdened and driven
by every kind of need and oppression, but you will
bring light into every situation; in your great good-
ness and faithfulness you will continue to help. We
come to you because you are our help. We want to
draw strength from your Word so that we can re-
main steadfast in these times, awaiting your help
and already finding joy and certainty in our expec-
tation. For your kingdom is coming, and your will

is being done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

Accept salvation as a helmet, and the word of God as the
sword which the Spirit gives you. Do all this in prayer, asking
for God’s help. Pray on every occasion, as the Spirit leads.
For this reason keep alert and never give up; pray always for
all God’s people. Ephesians 6:17-18, TEV
Lord God, whose might is over all the world, over
heaven and over earth, we want to find strength in
you, for you have given us thousands of proofs that
you are with us, helping in all that happens. And
when we meet with difficulties, we want all the
more to find strength in you, we want all the more
to hope in you and await your victory. Let your light
shine into everything, in life and in death. For yours
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever

and ever. Amen.
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Be patient, then, my brothers, until the Lord comes. See how
patient a farmer is as he waits for his land to produce pre-
cious crops. He waits patiently for the autumn and spring
rains. James 5:7, TEV

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer and reveal your hand in
our days. May those things be done that bring your
future nearer and that let the world see you as the
Savior who can lead us to our Father. Bless your
Word within us. May our hearts be strengthened,
and may we always live in your presence. We draw
our life from your Word, from your promise, and
we set our hope on you, our Lord and Savior. Show
your might, Lord Jesus, and carry out the will of
God over all the world, so that we may rejoice when
we see God’s glory appear and his will being done

on earth as in heaven. Amen.

| am the good shepherd, who is willing to die for the sheep.
When the hired man, who is not a shepherd and does not
own the sheep, sees a wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and
runs away; so the wolf snatches the sheep and scatters them.

John 10:11-12, TEV
Lord our God, we thank you for ruling us with your
shepherd’s staff so that again and again we can be
refreshed and can delight in what you are doing for
us. We thank you that we can have cager, joyful faith
even when sorrows come, looking again and again
to the good you give us. We are thankful and want
to be thankful always. Be a mighty Lord over the
peoples, we pray, and protect our country. Show

your sovereignty by guarding the flock close beside
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you and by pouring out your grace to give life to
the dying and resurrection to those who have died.
O Lord God, hear and bless us. May your will be
done on earth as in heaven, so that your kingdom
may break in and everything may come right, ac-

Cording to your great purpose. Amen.

Do not think that | have come to do away with the law of
Moses and the teachings of the prophets. | have not come to
abolish these teachings but to make them come true...For |
tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Phari-
sees and the teachers of the law, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:17, 20, free
O Lord God, give us new hearts, teach us a new
way on earth, so that through your commandments
all men may act in accordance with your Word and
may become one. Only you can do this, working
through your promised Holy Spirit, and you will
do it in order that the earth may become a paradise,
aheavenly kingdom pleasing to you. Let your words
be written in our hearts, and help us to fulfill your
commandments in all our daily contacts. For your
commandments are to be carried out by us foolish,
sinful men so that we may be made perfect, our
sins may be forgiven, and everything may become
right and good in your sight. Stay with us, Lord God,
our Father. Help us in everything, Let something
new, something pleasing to you, soon come into
our time. Put your commandments into men’s
hearts, that peace may be restored to the glory of

your name. Amen.
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The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice! Rejoice, you islands of
the sea...The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the
peoples behold his glory. Psalm 97:1, 6, free

Lord our God, we turn to you, for you are our help.
Hear our prayer, we beseech you; let our cry rise to
you so that you may send your mighty help in our
generation. Continue to protect us from all evil,
from death and destruction. Protect us because we
are your children. As your children we turn to you,
the almighty God, who can make everything work
together for good. Be merciful to us, O Lord God.
Help us for your name’s sake. Help, Lord, for you
alone can bring everything to a good end. So we
stand before you in Jesus Christ, holding to every
word you have given us and knowing for certain

that you hear us. Amen.

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that
the mountains would tremble before you! As when fire sets
twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make
your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to
quake before you! Isaiah 64:1-2, NIV

Lord our God, in our times too you hear the prayers
and cries of your children. We need to cry out, for
men have not become your own but still live in pain
and under judgment, and many thousands have to
die or undergo terrible things. They should be yours,
every one of them. They should all be your chil-
dren. So we cry out to you: Reveal and glorify your

name on earth so that a new time may come and
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great wonders may be done by your hand. May your
name be honored, your kingdom come, and your

will be done on earth as in heaven. Amen.

The Lord is good and upright; therefore he teaches sinners
the path they should follow. He leads the humble in doing
what is right, and teaches them his will. Psalm 25:8-9, free

Lord our God, dear Father in heaven, we thank you
that we may be your children, led by you. We thank
you for guiding us in times of grief and never for-
saking us. Now, as of old, you are with us, Lord our
God, and you show us the way in every situation.
Protect us in this present time, and grant us strength
to go on patiently even when our lives hold much
suffering and distress. We thank you for your guid-
ance and rejoice in your help for our time. Reveal
your hand in power, for soon, very soon, your right

hand will change everything. Amen.

Be on watch, be alert, for you do not know when the time
will come. It will be like a man who goes away from home
on a trip and leaves his servants in charge, after giving to
each one his own work to do and after telling the door-
keeper to keep watch. Watch, then, because you do not
know when the master of the house is coming — it might be
in the evening or at midnight or before dawn or at sunrise. If
he comes suddenly, he must not find you asleep. What | say
to you, then, | say to all: Watch! Mark 13:33-37, TEV

Lord Jesus, our Savior, we look upward to heaven,
for you will come from heaven in the glory of the

Father. May we remain true to our calling, watch-
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ing and praying every day and every hour, waiting
for you, who will bring into order everything on
carth. Bless us and bless our land. Grant us the joy
to see you working through your servants toward
the salvation of the peoples. Be with us and bless us.
May your living Word work in our hearts so that
every Sunday, every festival, and every day from now
on may be a day of joy. Protect us. Bless us. May

your name be praised in our hearts! Amen.

| assure you that the man who believes in me will do the
same things that | have done, yes, and he will do even greater
things than these, for | am going away to the Father.

John 14:12, Phillips
Lord our God, we call to you, “Abba, dear Father!”
because your Spirit draws us to Jesus Christ the Sav-
ior and to his gospel. We call to you for we belong
to your kingdom. Give us strength to remain stead-
fast through all the troubles of our lives. Let your
hand remain over us and over the warring nations.
Your hand directs, your hand carries out the thoughts
of your heart. May the time soon come when you
will bring everything to fulfillment and give peace
on earth. In expectation we praise your name, for
you will bring this time and you will bring it soon.
For your kingdom must come, your will must be
done on carth as in heaven, and everything must go

according to your plan. Amen.
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Praise God with shouts of joy, all the earth! Sing to the glory
of his name; offer him glory and praise...Come and see what
God has done, his awesome works in man’s behalf!

Psalm 66:1-2, 5, free
Lord our God, let your miracles be done among
us, and bless us through your deeds. Bless us in
Jesus Christ, the Savior of so many people. May
your kingdom come to us and at last bring the great
miracles that carry out your will and that do what
is pleasing to you. Lord God, Father in heaven, we
praise you! In you we live, in you we believe, in
you we hope, in you we want to live day by day
and hour by hour. May your name be honored
among us, for you are our God and the God of all
the world. Let your light shine among all people
so that many millions and whole nations may glo-
rify your name, for in the last days the nations shall
come and worship you. So protect and bless us
today and in the coming time, and again and again
let something happen to bring us new life and

strength. Amen.
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Say to the people of Zion, “See, your king comes to you,
l humble, and mounted on a donkey, riding on the foal of a
beast of burden”.. And the crowds that went before him and
that followed him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna
in the highest heaven!” Matthew 21:5, 9, free

Lord our God, we thank you for letting hosannas
rise from people’s hearts and for letting us cry out
to you all the more fervently in dark times. Help
us, O Almighty God, and help your king, Jesus
Christ, to his final victory. For he shall be victor,
bringing grace, peace, life, and victory for all that is
good, on earth as in heaven. He shall be victor at all
times in our lives, enabling us to keep faith in trouble,
fear, and need, yes, even in death. Hosanna to the
victor, Jesus Christ, the victor you have chosen! O
Almighty God, proclaim him on earth. Let all the
people know he is on his way, to the glory of your

name. Amen.
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This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and be
glad. Deliver us, O Lord, we beseech you. Send prosperity, O
Lord, we beseech you. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Psalm 118:24-26, free

Lord God, our hearts are full of praise and thanks for
your promise. You comfort and help us with this
promise every day, enabling us to hold true through
all distress. Remember us in these times, and let the
cry, “Hosanna,” arise often in our hearts. Let a bright
light shine out now as you once let it shine around
the Lord Jesus, showing him as King and Savior. Pro-
tect us and bless us. Bless our land and all those ap-
pointed to govern. May your Spirit be with them so
that they may carry out your will. For your will must
be done and shall surely happen. In this we trust, and
in this we hope. We praise you, O Lord our God.

Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! Amen.

And you, my child, will be called the prophet of the Most
High God. You will go before the Lord to prepare the way for
him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through
the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of
our God. He will cause the bright dawn of salvation to rise
on us and to shine from heaven on all those who live in the
dark shadow of death, to guide our steps into the way of
peace. Luke 1:76-79, free

Lord our God, we thank you that you let light shine
out every day and every year. Thank you that we
may always look to you, whose right hand will bring

order into everything and set all things right, even
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in difficult times. May our hearts receive strength
to persevere and go on praising you, for you re-
main, no matter what happens on earth.You are our
God, you have sent us the Savior, and we can draw
close to you. You have made us the firm promise
that your day is coming when truth and justice will
arise on earth to the glory of your name. May the
hearts of many people turn to you so that they wor-
ship you and call to you for help, to the glory of our

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Because you have obeyed my command to endure patiently,
| will keep you safe from the hour of trial which is coming on
the whole world to test all the people on earth. | am coming
soon; hold fast to what you have, so that no one may rob
you of your crown of victory. Revelation 3:10-11, free
Lord our God, strengthen our hearts today through
your Word. You are our Father and we are your chil-
dren, and we want to trust you in every aspect of
our lives. Protect us on all our ways, and grant that
we may always watch and wait for the coming of
your kingdom, for the future of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Keep us from becoming confused by present-
day events. Help us to remain free, that we may serve
you and not be led astray, no matter what happens
in the world. Grant us your Holy Spirit in everything,
for without your Spirit we can do nothing. Help us,
and accept our praise for the many ways you have

given us help. Amen.
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Then the power and greatness of all the kingdoms on earth
will be given to the people of the Most High God. His king-
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions will serve
and obey him. Daniel 7:27, free
Lord our God, dear Father, you have made yourself
known on earth so that we may love you and be
loved by you. Give us your Spirit, we pray. Give us
your Spirit to strengthen us in the life and work
you offer us. Watch over us on all our ways. Wher-
ever your children are sighing and calling for you,
protect and guide them with your mighty hand. Let
your kingdom spread over the whole world, over
all men, over all races and nations, that we may be-
come united as servants of Jesus Christ to your

honor. Amen.

“Come!” say the Spirit and the bride. “Come!” let each
hearer reply. Come forward, you who are thirsty; accept the
water of life, a free gift to all who desire it.

Revelation 22:17, NEB
Lord our God and Father in heaven, be with us and
let your face shine upon us, for we are your chil-
dren. In the midst of all human planning we are
your children who seck you alone, who seek your
will, your kingdom, and everything you have prom-
ised to mankind. Fill our thoughts and feelings with
your power so that our lives on earth may belong to

you, so that with our whole will we may put every-
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thing we have and are into your hands. For we want
to be your children, to have one will with you, Al-
mighty God. We want your kingdom. This is our
will, O Lord our God, and it is your will too. There-
fore it must come to pass, to the glory of your name.

Amen.

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be
established as the highest of the mountains, lifted high above
the hills. Many nations shall come streaming to it and their
people will say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us
his ways and we may walk in his paths.” For the Lord’s teach-
ing comes from Jerusalem; from Zion he speaks to his people.

Micah 4:1-2, free

Lord our God, we gather in your presence, coming
from this world so full of suffering, grief, and mis-
fortune that we could well be afraid. But we do not
have to rely on this world. We can come to you, the
almighty God. You are our Father, and no matter
what may come, we remain your children and re-
ceive your blessing. So protect us in this present time.
Even if a flood of evil seems about to break over us
and our hearts are heavy, you will uphold us. You
will strengthen us so that we can bear this time pa-
tiently, hoping in you and in what you do for all
people, who are your people just as we are. May the
praise of your name be in our hearts for ever and

ever. Amen.
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And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones,
who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting
them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and
quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on the earth? Luke 18:7-8, NIV

Father in heaven, we surrender ourselves to your
love, the love in which Christ comes to us. Like
children we say every day to the Lord Jesus himself,
“Lord Jesus, come, come! Even if we cannot see
you today because times have changed, come into
the world, come more and more into world his-
tory. Send more and more of your nature, your
goodness, into all hearts. Come at last, come quickly
to bring an end to the adversary, an end to world
power with its sinister, hostile character. May bright
day, clear light from the Father in heaven, dawn
through you, Lord Jesus. Yes, come, Lord Jesus!”

Amen.

There you will look for the Lord your God, and if you search
for him with all your heart and with all your soul, you will
find him. Deuteronomy 4:29, free

Lord our God, we seck your face and long to find
you. May we find you as your people found you in
times past when you drew near with many signs
and miracles. May our hearts come before you in
awe and trust and draw their strength from you.
May many in our time seek you and receive your
comfort and help, for you provide strength and
courage for the poor and destitute, for the suffer-

ing and the dying. Do not let our age pass by in

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW . .BLUMHARDTS.COM



10

11

DECEMBER

vain, O great and almighty God. A new time must
surely come, a new day must be born from this
present age. This is your will, and in your will we

trust. Amen.

But for you who revere my name and obey me, my saving
power will rise on you like the sun and bring healing like the
sun’s rays. You will be as free and happy as calves let out of a
stall. Malachi 4:2, free

Lord our God, we think of all the people who have
trusted in you. We remember all the signs and won-
ders you have shown to establish your name among
men on earth. We belong to those who hold to you
today; may our hearts be kept faithful through your
Spirit. Even if there are great hardships in our times
and everything seems on the verge of collapse, even
if the world perishes, you, O God, are our strong-
hold. This truth remains forever. In you we want to
hold true until your great day comes, until the power
of the Savior is revealed in many people so that in
their misery they can believe and find help and com-

fort. Amen.

Keep and protect me, O God, for in you | have found refuge,
and in you | put my trust. | say to the Lord, “You are my Lord;
all the good things | have come from you.”

Psalm 16:1-2, free

Dear Father in heaven, look on us as your chil-
dren, and grant that we may feel in you the high-

est good for time and eternity. Even if we have to
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deny ourselves and make great sacrifices, you re-
main our treasure, our riches, our love, and our
joy. Give us strength as a gathered people ready to
serve you. Grant us your Spirit whenever we do
not understand what we should do. Shelter us al-
ways in your hands, and allow us to see your
miracles in souls and in bodies. For you are our
God, the Almighty, and you find the way to help

in everything. Amen.

He came into his own creation, and they who were his own
did not receive him. But to all who did receive him and who
believed in him he gave the power to become children of
God. John 1:11-12, free
Lord our God, we thank you for allowing us to be
called your children. We thank you for giving us the
power to become more truly your children, so that
there may be a witness to your name on earth, so
that again and again in the name of Jesus Christ new
power may come for body and soul, for the happy
and unhappy, for all who are still following false
paths, for all who suffer so much grief, fear, and
need. We thank you and we praise your name. Help
us on our way. Help us weak people who often
grow anxious and afraid. Help us in everything, Help
us especially in the concern we have deepest in our
hearts, that your name may be honored, your king-
dom come, and your will be done on earth as in

heaven. Amen.
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I will give you a new heart and a new mind. | will take away
your stubborn heart of stone and give you an obedient heart.
I will put my spirit in you and will see to it that you follow my
laws and keep all the commands | have given you.

Ezekiel 36:26-27, TEV
Lord our God, may our lives be touched and awak-
ened, for you send your Spirit to blow through
heaven and earth and you stir everything to life. May
we long for your Spirit’s prompting for the sake of
your promise and your will. Grant that we become
new men who cannot be overpowered by the evil
of the world, who can never be overcome by sin.
May we be born anew to be fighters for the highest
good on earth, which leads into heaven. Hear the
prayers of all people far and near who in these days
are sighing in their hearts for the Savior. We pray
for them all as we pray for ourselves, and you will
hear our prayer. You will send power to lift up the
hearts and souls of men so that there may be a
great throng of your joyful people on earth. In spite
of all the misfortune, adversity, and danger in the
world, there will be a people exulting from one end
of the earth to the other, a people trusting in you
and sure of victory through the great grace you give

in answer to our prayers. Amen.
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Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever.
Hebrews 13:8, RSV

Thank you, Father in heaven, for gathering us to-
gether and opening a door which can be entered by
all who are like children.You open the door for all
who have the childlike hope that you are carrying
out your purpose, that in the midst of the ruin and
sin of world history, life remains, the life of the Lord
Jesus Christ, life for all the world. No one can de-
stroy this life, which will soon gather power until
all men see him, Jesus Christ, who for the salvation
of mankind is the same yesterday, today, and in all

eternity. Amen.

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain.” Isaiah 40:3-4, RSV
Lord our God, open our ears and our hearts so that
we hear you speaking and can follow the voice that
cries out to us. May we be a people who prepare
the way for you. Grant cach of us strength to give
up everything at the right moment and to realize,
“The way to my heart should be leveled too. It should
be straight and level all around me and in the whole
world” The light is now shining for us in Jesus
Christ, and through him we want to find strength
and help, to the glory of your name. Through hear-
ing his voice we will find help. Help will be very
near to us, and the mighty hand of the Lord Jesus
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will be over us in every need. For this he came. We
can believe in his help, and we long for it. Hear the
inmost longing of each one of us, and make us part
of your people so that we may keep hope in our
hearts and serve you on earth. Praise to your name,
O Father in heaven, that you have put us on earth
and that we can draw strength from the One who

fights and is victorious, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord God has taught me what to say, that | may know
how to strengthen the weary. Every morning he makes me
eager to hear what he is going to teach me. Isaiah 50:4, free
Lord our God, we thank you for giving us the task
of serving you in the name of your servant, Jesus
Christ, for letting each of us have a part in carry-
ing out your will. Keep us true to this service. We
want to be faithful, always listening to you, for you
open our ears and help us know your will and re-
spond to it. Be with us in these days. Strengthen
your love and compassion in all hearts. May the life
of Jesus Christ gain greater and greater power in all

people on carth. Amen.

For it was life which appeared before us: we saw it, we are
eyewitnesses of it, and are now writing to you about it. It
was the very life of all ages, the life that has always existed
with the Father, which actually became visible in person to
us mortal men. 1 John 1:2, Phillips
Lord our God, we thank you that you have given us
the light of life, that we can now learn how to live,

and that through your great grace we may under-
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stand life in direct relationship with the Lord Jesus,
who was crucified and who rose from the dead.
Grant that the power of Christ may be made visible
in us. Grant that his life may become our life, that
we may leave behind all doubts and anxiety, even
though we are often surrounded by darkness and
night. Keep us in your Word. Let your will hold
sway over all the world, for your will must be done
in heaven, on earth, and down to the lowest depths.
Let your will be done on earth as in all the heavens.

Amen.

Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion; to you our vows will be
fulfilled. O you who hear prayer, to you all men will come.
Psalm 65:1-2, NIV

Lord our God, our Father, out of reverent silence
comes the praise that is due to you, O God in Zion.
It is right for us to praise you and to keep our prom-
ises to you. People everywhere shall come to you,
for you answer prayer. Protect us your children in
the task you have given us. Watch over us so that we
can serve you in the right way and receive from you
the gifts we need in order to go toward your king-
dom and witness to your name. Help us on every
step of the way. May our lives be entrusted to your
hands, and may we always find our strength in you,

our God and Savior. Amen.
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When the Lord brought us back to Jerusalem, it was like a
dream! How we laughed, how we sang for joy! Then the
other nations said about us, “The Lord did great things for
them.” Indeed he did great things for us; how happy we
were! Psalm 126:1-3, TEV
Dear Father in heaven, we hope in you and in your
promise, which we hold in our hearts as our most
precious possession. Protect us when times grow
hard. May your Spirit come. May your Spirit con-
stantly reveal your Word and give your promise to
the hearts of many so that they may share in the
hope, the faith, and the struggle for the great day.
On that day we will be allowed to rejoice, exulting
with all men because your salvation comes for the

whole world. Amen.

This is the man of whom the scripture says: “I will send my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before

"

you. Matthew 11:10, free

Lord our God, thank you for bringing us into glori-
ous day. Let the rays of your grace, the grace of Jesus
Christ, shine into our hearts so that we are truly
born of the Spirit and serve you as your children at
all times, also when hard days come. Through your
might and your revelation pry us loose from all
earthly things. Pry us loose from worries and from
pleasures. We are your children, O Lord God. We

come before you, our Father in heaven, and you will

LIFT THINE EYES = WWW . .BLUMHARDTS.COM



21

DECEMBER

accept us so that we may be a people who prepare
the way for you. May all the words you speak be a
blessing to us and make us joyful in expectation for
the day of Jesus Christ, which has begun in power
and glory and will bring power and glory when all
is fulfilled according to your merciful and perfect
decree. O God, your children entreat you, “Accept
us. Hear us. Set the light aflame in our hearts for

the coming of your great day!” Amen.

For he received honor and glory from God the Father when
the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This
is my beloved Son, whom I love. With him | am well pleased.”
We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when
we were with him on the holy mountain. 2 Peter 1:17-18, free

Lord Jesus Christ, to you we may lift our eyes, for
you have broken free from our world of death and
live in the glory of life, and you offer your life to us
on earth. Let the power of your life be revealed
today in us and in many others who want to cel-
ebrate Christmas. Send your Spirit to move our
hearts so that we hear, see, experience, and under-
stand what you and your gift of eternal life truly
mean for us. So watch over us in these days and
strengthen us in faith. Shed the light of your grace
over us and within us. Protect us as your disciples.
Lead us into communion with our Father in heaven
and into community with you, O Jesus Christ, for

all eternity. Amen.
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Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! Let all
men know your forbearing spirit. The Lord is near — he is com-
ing soon. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything
by prayer and petition with thanksgiving continue to make
your wants known to God. And the peace of God, which is
beyond our utmost understanding, will keep guard over your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:4-7, free

Dear Father in heaven, let your joy be always in us,
your children. Let your joy bring light and peace to
our lives, no matter what happens around us. May
we serve you in joy, aware of your peace at all times,
so that something of this peace may go out from us to
grieving hearts and to regions of the world that are in
darkness. Father in heaven, how many unhappy people
look up without knowing where to find help! But
you will come to them. We beseech you, come to
those who mourn, and let them find joy and trust for

their redemption in Jesus Christ. Amen.

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who
loved us and in his grace gave us unfailing courage and a
firm hope, encourage you and strengthen you to always do
and say what is good. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, TEV
Lord our God, our Father in heaven and our Father
on earth, our Lord and our Ruler, we thank you that
to this very day you have guarded and guided us and
delivered us from great need. We praise you with
hearts full of hope as we continue on our pilgrimage.

For Christmas Day is coming with its message of hope
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that we may somehow bring honor to you in spite of
all hindrances, mistakes, and sin, in spite of all death
and the horror of dying. We know that you hold us in
your hands. With your help we can look ahead, and
again and again we may take a small step forward and
live to the praise and honor of your name. So be with

us now and bless us. Amen.

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord”..Suddenly a great company of the heavenly
host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on
whom his favor rests.” Luke 2:10-11, 13-14, NIV

Lord God, our Father in heaven, you have sent us
the Savior, who was born to bring great joy to all
people. Glorify your name, we pray. Give the world
the peace you alone can give, the peace that wells
up in our hearts. Let your favor rest on us so that
we may hold out under our sufferings on earth. We
need your loving help to remain inwardly steadfast
until everyone can be reached by the message, “Be

strong in the grace of Jesus Christ.” Amen.
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the govern-
ment will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6, RSV
Lord our God, you have sent light to shine on earth
and have revealed your heavenly power in Jesus
Christ, so that in spite of all the darkness and evil
we may rejoice because we have a Savior. Reveal
your power in our day. Let something be done anew
toward the building of your kingdom on earth. Let
something draw men’s hearts to you to give them
light so that they may thank and praise you for all
you have done and are still doing to bring the whole
world into your hands. O Lord God, let men be
moved by the opening of the heavens. May their
hearts awaken and their sadness give way to joy in
Jesus Christ the Savior. We are your children who
are allowed to wait in expectation for you to set
everything right. We can know that even in our
troubled times your hand is at work to reveal your
will, to make your will plain to all generations on
carth, as you promised through Abraham. May your
name be glorified, O Lord God. May your name be
honored, your kingdom come, and your will be done

on earth as in heaven. Amen.
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For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have
eternal life. John 3:16, TEV
Lord our God, our light and our life, in our longing
to live by your Word we lift our eyes to you. Let
your Word come into our hearts. Let your Word
help us to understand our lives and our time, so
that we can recognize your leading in everything
and gather courage every day in spite of our weak-
ness, sins, and faults. We can still find joy, for your
kingdom is coming, We can feel that you are among
us, however great the anguish of these times. Let
the light of Jesus Christ shine out; let your Spirit of
peace and grace come to all nations so that your
will may be done. Free men from all their confu-
sion. Release them from their bondage. Make them
free for what is good, true, and eternal. May your
name be praised among us today and forevermore.

Amen.

Praise to the Lord God of Israel, because he has come and
brought deliverance and redemption to his people! He has
provided for us a mighty Savior, a descendant of his servant
David. Luke 1:68-69, free
Lord our God, dear Father in heaven, we come into
your presence and ask you to show yourself to us as
the true, great, and almighty God, who can shed
light into our misery and change it all, letting us
find reconciliation and redemption in Jesus Christ.

Protect and help us with your mighty hand. Let ev-
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ery country and nation see your grace and sce the
victory over all sin and injustice. Let your justice
come on earth, and let peace fill the hearts of men
and show in their lives. May all that happens to us
serve the good. Help us always look to you, our
Lord and God, for you have power to rule every-
thing and to turn everything to its right purpose.

Amen.

But when the right time finally came, God sent his own Son.
He came as the son of a human mother and lived under the
Jewish law to redeem those who were under the law, so that
we might become God’s sons. Galatians 4:4-5, free

O Lord God, we thank you for everything you al-
low us to see and hear. May our hearts become awake
and alive through all we receive so that we await
your final revelation and recognize your ultimate
will for all men, for all nations and races on earth.
Hear us in these days, for we know your kingdom is
coming. Your kingdom is before our eyes. Your
Word, your help, is coming, and in Jesus Christ light
will dawn for all the world. Praise and honor to you
for all you do! May we see it all before our eyes so
that our expectation of the last days is a living ex-
pectation, full of joy and blessing. We want to wait
in joy, in love, and in longing for the day that is com-

ing to your glOI'y. Amen.
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Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his
steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 106:1, free

Dear Father in heaven, whose might is over all the
earth, we thank you for all the love you show us.
We also thank you for everything that seems hard,
but which you change into help and strength. We
want to thank you in life and in death, in joy and in
sorrow, for you are the great and mighty God, who
calls us to life again and again, who leads us to fuller
life. You have given us great love in Jesus Christ,
our Savior. He shall always be before our eyes and
remain in our hearts. Through him we can cry out

in joy, “Abba, dear Father!” Amen.

And Mary said: “My soul praises the Lord and my spirit re-
joices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble
state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me —
holy is his name.” Luke 1:46-49, NIV
O Lord God, in exultation our hearts go out to
you and your revelation of heaven, your revela-
tion of the Spirit, who can fill our hearts so that
we remain steadfast throughout our carthly life. It
is still dark on earth. Sin and death hold sway, but
we stand unafraid and seek repentance. In spite of
all our failures we look to you and know you are
our Savior.You send us Jesus Christ in your own glory.
The world will be filled with light. Everywhere
on earth, even among those who do not know you,
the sincere-hearted will come to acknowledge that

you, the Father of Jesus Christ and our Father, are
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God over all the world. You will show your glory
to all people so that they may come to you, wor-
ship you, and walk in the light, to the everlasting

glory of your name. Amen.

In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and
the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but
you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like cloth-
ing you will change them and they will be discarded. But you
remain the same, and your years will never end.

Psalm 102:25-27, NIV

Lord our God, thank you for letting your light shine
every day of every year. Thank you that we may
always lift our eyes to you, whose right hand will
bring true order to everything, even in difficult
times. Give our hearts the strength to be faithful
in this age, the strength to glorify you. For you
remain, no matter what happens on earth.You are
our God. You have sent us the Savior and we can
draw close to you.Your promise to us stands firm,
the promise that your day with its truth and jus-
tice shall come, to the honor of your name. May
many people turn their hearts to you; may they
worship you and call to you for help, to the glory

of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
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